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NEW ZEALAND 'PABLET

do a signal service to National Unity, and
one that would be remembered to the credit
of his Party, by allowing Mr. Griffith to be
returned unopposed, The reply wus that he
\ad come there on an invitation $o discuss
" the Conscription issue, and that alone, and
would withdraw from the Conference if any
other topie was introduced. He went off
“to Cavan to war upon his imprisored col-
ifne, flushed with the resulés ¢f the Lwo
W€ recent elections (in South Armagh, the
cradle of “the Mollies”” and in Waterford
where Mr. Redmond's son had heen resurnel
in his place through a humane feeling n-ore
delicate than he had experienced from his
own friends in his last visit to the hall of
the “Irish Convention™) and [ull of the
fatuous confidence that the triumph was going
to be repeated on a more grandirse scale n
East, Cavan. '

‘Here are the terms in which he saw it
to speak during the electioneering campaign
of his deperted colleague on the Mansion
House Conference:

“The Sinn Fein party have electad 1o put
forward as a candidate for Itast Cavan the
most offensive and seurrilous critie of tlie
Irish Party in their ranks. ¥For a long
period Mr. Griffith has poured forth a tor-
rent of the most disgusting and infamcus
abuse .and calumny on the Yrish Party as a
whole and upon individual members of that
party and therefore 1z would have Leen im-
possible to pick out a candidate mere ecal-
culated to add hitterness ta that fight. In
addition to that they have started their cam-
paign by raising the minst contentious issuss
that divide the Party from Sinn Fein and
hy pouring out a flood of misstatements and
calumny upon the Parsy and its paliey.”

b The curious studene of  Mre. Dillon’s
speeches will find that this ~fflood and {or-
-rent of disgusting and infamous abuge” cou-
stitutes almost word for word his steresiyped
defence to speeific allagations as to his Party’s

. public actions which he nevar altetapled to
~ answer by going into ejually eoncrete par-
ticulars.

The charge of “searmiity’ was a specially
ludicrous one against Mr. Griffich who, of all
the publicists of his time, was aistinguished
for the measure and Jignity of his words. The
real point of the Hibernian leader’s vilupera-
tion was that Mr. Griffith had given to the
public in lis journal the seties of secret lele-
grams in which the three members for Limer-
ick were eaught soliciting o Castle Oflire for
oune of their confederatss by the most slhrect
methods of the parliameniavy placse-begehr,
Mr. Griffith had committed the stili more nu-
forgivable sin of yiving publication to a
highly coufidential letter of Lady Aberdeen
to “Dear Mr. Brayd:n® (tie Editor of the
Freeman’s Journel, thirteen of whose staff
had already heen rewarded with handsome
Government jobs) in whieh the Lord Licuten-
ant’s wife revealed a spirit of -political par-
tisanship so undisguised that its publication
necessitated her husband’s resignation of the
Viceroyally. Stern methods of political war-
fare, hoth of them, no doubt, but both of
them referring to concerns of deep public in-
teregh, and both of them incentestably true;
an‘}uredly no more deserving the cpithets

of “scurrility,’” or of “‘torrents of the most
infamous calumny,” than Edmund Burke
would have deserved them for his impeach-
ment of Warren Hastings. Above all, the
recklessness of such am attitude at such a
mement towards o colleague locked np in an
English gaol on the strength of a truly “in-
famons calumny’’ which might have cost him
his life!

Where lie might have reaped the gratitude
of a nation, the new Hibernian leader only
earned a just humiliation. Mr. Grifith was
elected by an overwhelming majority for East
Cavan, or Conseription would have heen to
o certainty pressed at any cost of bloodshed.

One last effort was made to hend Mr. Dil-
lon, The yearning ery still came from the
country: “Why dissolve a National Cabinet,
which has begun so well, and whose united
lead every parish in the island will follow?
Why should not the Mansion House Coufer-
enco confront English Ministers with a com-
bination of the young men and the old, of
the new weapons and the old, in a movement
in which all honest men of the race could
gladly venture their fortunes and their
lives?' It had become an accepted election-
eering ¢ry on both sides that there conld be
only two alternative policies for tlie couniry
to choose between: what was ealled *° the
Constitutional moyement” and what was
called * the wunconstitutional movement,”
Nothing could be more untrue to the realities
of the ease. All that had been won for Tre-
land in our time was won mneither by con-
stitutional means nor by unconstitutional
means, pure and simple, hut by a judicious
combination of the two, according to the
conntry's  changing circumstances.  That,
indeed, had heen the history—of Irish pa-
triotism for ages. The writer laid before the
Mansion Honse Conference a detailed pro-
posal to take advantage of their unexampled
opportunity at that moment to find some
wider basis of agreement on which all Parties
might co-operate in their several ways. ©If
our Sinn Fein colleagues,” it was urged, “‘ean
only sce their way to even an experimental
toleration of true Dominion Independence
(which differs little.exeept in name from
Sovereign Independence) no substantial div-
ergence would remain between Nationalists
of any school, and it could be afirmed, not
altogether withont knowledge, that, in Eng-
Iand’s present critieal situation, Dominion
Independence would became practical politics.
Should, however, Dominion Independence hy
agreement he found impossible during tho
war, all Nationalists would in that event be
in agreement to press for the only remaining
alternative—viz., representation for Ireland
at the P’cace Congress—and wonld, I take
it, be agreed also in breaking off all con-
nection with the Westminster Parliament in
the meantime.”

Was it.still practicable to weld “Consti-
tutionalists” and “unconstitutionalists’” to-
gether in 2 movement as circumspect as Par-
nell's and as daring as Baster Week? Tt
was not possible to answer dogmatieally in
the affirmative. But the omens were almost
all auspicious. The representatives of Sinn
Fein, although cordially sympathetie, had no
authority to bind their body without anxious

and complicated consultations. But there
were as yet none of the obstacles that proved
afterwards all but insurmonntable. ‘There
were no commitments to an Irish Republie,
beyend Mr. de Valera’s speeches in Clare;
there was no oath to trouble the conscienecs
of the young men. Most of the Sinn TFein
leaders were in prison and their newspapers
suppressed, and those who remained were

_face to face with the ruthless military re-

pression just announced by Lord Irench.
Tven in the elecioral sense, Sinn Ifein still
only counted as 5 in a'Nationalist representa-
tion of 81. Tho representatives of Labeor
would assurvedly have closed with the pro-
position, Tho DBishops, fresh from the tri-
umph of their perilous stand against Con-
scription, were not likely to miss the oppor-
tunity of doing another magnificent service
to the nation. AMr. Devlin, though he hesi-
tated to separate himsell from ATr. Dillon
so soon after he had separvated himsgelf from
Mr. Redmond, was evincing unmistakable
signs of tractability, Only one voice was
raised to forhid even a discussion of the
project. Mr. Dillon conld not find it in the
bond. He once more protested that he was
brought there on the invitation of the Lord
Mayor to discuss ong selitary issue—Conseri-
ption—and would not stand the intreduction
of any other proposition; and as it had been
the somewhat improvident rule of the Con-
ference_to press no decision that was not to
be an unanimous one, there was an end.

An end, also, of the last hope of rehabili~
fating any “consfitutional’’ movement cap-
able of purification or of purchasing Ire-
land’s freedom otherwise than by the shedd-
ing of streams of Ireland’s best Lloed. The
“National Cabinet,” like so many olher
projects of high promise for the nation, fell
to pieces nt the touch of one unlucky hand.

{To be continued.)

ptats -
WEDDING BELLS
LOFT—MeVICAR.
St. Mary’s Church, Wanganui, was

thé

9.

scene of a very pretty wedding on September-

16 last, when James Loft, eldest son of Mrs.
C. Ritchie and the late John Lolt, of Auck-
land, was united in the bonds of holy Matri-
mony to Mary Esther McViear, eldest dangh-
ter of Mr. H. B. McVicar and the late Mrs.
McViear, of Manaia, Taganaki., The Rev.
TFather Mahany officiated. The bride, who
entered the church on the arm of her father,
wore a dainty gown of cream morocco satin.
Her veil was held in place with a circlet of
orange blossoms, and she carried a beautiful
bouguet of pale pink sweet peas and freesias.
The bridesmaid, Miss R. McVicar (sister of
the bride), wore a delicate blue frock of satin
soleil, and a black georgeite hat trimmed
with ospreys. She carried a dainty bougquet
of cream freesias. Mr. Johi Loft, brother
of the bridegroom, was best man. After the
ceremony & reception was held at St. Jo-
seph’s Hall, where the customary toasts were
honored. Mr. and Mrs. Lofit left later for
their wedding trip, the bride wearing a nig-
ger brown costume, with hat to tone; also
a black fur coat, which was one of the hand-
some wedding gifts.
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