
On the Land
S Grass-Seed Saving by Hand-Labor
l- r-

- (Contributed.) : :

, Here and there in the corner of orchards
or in other small paddocks where creeks or
drains make it inconvenient for cultivation,

\fit not infrequently happens that patches of
grass, notably rye, prairie-grass, or cocksfoot
are allowed to run to seed.

; At prices at present obtainable for seed
these neglected patches may often be turned
to account and made to render a return that
will compare favorably with the majority of
other crops.

The writer has experience of grass-seeders
saving an average of 30 bushels of rye-grass-
seed per week for each man convincing
proof of the practicability of the harvesting
of patches inaccessible to machinery.

A SIMPLE OUTFIT.
Very little in the way of outfit is neces-

sary for harvesting the seed. A reaping-
• hook, a home-made flail, a calico sheet, and

a couple of carrying-in sheets are all that are
absolutely necessary. The seed may be sent
to be machine dressed to the seed-cleaning
plant if one be near at hand, and the quan-
tity is sufficient to warrant it.

CUTTING THE SEED.
Reaping should not begin before the crop

begins to put on a yellow ripening appear-
ance, some little time before it begins to
fall.

There is no occasion when reaping to tie
in sheavesindeed, the seed will dry ore

; quickly if the reaped straw or stalk be laid
down in handfuls as soon as cut, and allowed
to flatten out and open somewhat. Those
handfuls should not be laid down ton tbit-VJy
one on top of the other. When reaping care
should be taken, too, when bringing to hook
backwards to refill it, to swish the stalks
sideways in order to prepare a good surface-
rest on which to dry the seed-heads.

More straw than is practically convenient
should not be cut off with the seed—super-
fluity in this case meaning more stuff to i any
in, and more labor involved in threshing.

One advantage possessed by reaping, is
that undesirable grasses may be left standing
and excluded from harvesting.

THRESHING.
The use of the flail may (be looked upon

as a retrogressive step in face of the modern,
effective and up-to-date methods of saving
seed by the machinery of to-day, but it must
be borne in mind that working on the old
plan is only advocated for small areas, or
patches grown in the backblocks, where it is

i impracticable to employ machinery.
Seed-saving by hand was common in the

bush districts among the logs and stumps,
some 30 years ago, and hundreds of : acres
were reaped in a single district.

Frequently nowadays one sees small iso-
lated patches of really useful seed allowed#to go to- waste, which might be profitablyI saved by reverting to the use of the rn^s-.'hook and the flail.
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For the flail, two straight sticks about"
liin or ljin in diameter will suffice, one for
the handle and one for the beater. "These
sticks should he tough and springy. Score -a
circular groove around the head of the han-
dle and attach the beater to it by means of
a piece of green-hide, which should be so
tied as to allow the Ibeatcr to revolve round
the handle when being used; while the notch
prevents its flying off. Twisted wire is some-
times fashioned to serve as a beater.

THE CARRYING-IN SHEET.
An ordinary grain sack will make a good

carrying-in sheet.
Split open one end, and a side of the

sack, then by the aid of the packing-needle
and some twine stitch a couple of straight
sticks or rods about lin in thickness, to the
longer sides of the sacking, and finish by
attaching a piece of cord to the centres of
the sticks which serve to keep the edges of
the sheet taut. The cords serve to draw the
sheet together when filled for carrying in.

The seed-heads should be placed in the
centre when filling the sheet.

THE THRESHING-SHEET.
A common calico sheet about 12ft x 12ft

is all that is needed for this purpose. When
laying down the sheet to commence opera-
tions it may be secured in position by tying
it to the stalks from which the seed-heads
have been cut.

A small quantity of the threshed straw,
spread under the sheet on the spot chosen
for the threshing floor will prevent it from
being cut or worn through by the blows of
the flail.

Where there are two mates to thresh to-
aether, each takes his stand on opposite sides
of. the sheet and flailing .is carried on by
striking alternately, with due regard to a
rythmical timing of the blows, each striving
to catch the seed-heads "on the jump" fol-
lowing the last stroke of his mate's flail.

When necessary the straw is turned; par-ticular attention being paid to the corners.
As soon as the straw appears to be suffi-

ciently threshed it is shaken up and thrown
off the sheet.

To prevent portion of the seed jumping
off the sheet when using the flail or being
blown off by the wind, distribute an armful
or forkful of threshed straw or hay under
the outer edges in order to raise them a
little.

Threshing should .be done on hot sunny
days. The sunny part of the day should be
reserved for this part of the work and the
evenings and mornings devoted to reaping,when economy of time renders it imperative
to commence threshing before the whole crophas been cut.

Prairie-grass is especially easy to thresh,
cocksfoot being more difficult, while rye-grassoccupies a midway position between the twoin that respect.

CARE OF THE SEED.
Unless the seed is thoroughly dry when

threshed it should be exposed to the sun in

the open sheet before being finally cleaned
and bagged for the market. It is usual todefer seed-cleaningtill threshing operationshave, been completed/ , It is first bagged upin the rough, and the short straw which has
been chaffed by the flail, remaining in it,prevents it from becoming heated for the
time being, but care should be exercised tothoroughly dry it, if it shows any disposi-tion to heat before the final cleaning. IfI

Where the seed is required for sowing byhand on the owner's farm seed-cleaning may
be dispensed with if care has been taken to
leave out all undesirable grasses when reap-ing.
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ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL, OAMARTJ.
PRIZE LIST.

The following is the prize list of the St.Joseph's School:—Preparatory, Standard 1. Catechism :

Maurice Barry; class prize, J. Ford; arith-metic, P. Butts; reading, J. Smith; writing,L. Harney; drawing, F. Dougherty.Standard I.—Catechism, D. Shannon; class
prize, S. Easton; second class prize, D.Butts; reading and arithmetic, J. O'Brien;sentence building, P. Shanahan; reading andrecitation, Phyllis White and E. Connell-needlework, P. Mitchell; diligence, S.McGrath; good conduct, E. Smith.

Standard ll.—Catechism, M. Griffin; class
prize, M. Easton; second class prize, M.Barry; recitation, G. Berry reading, J.Berry; arithmetic, A. Fodie and WillieHiggins; drawing and writing, J. McGrath;writing, H. McElhenney; composition, M.Pilling; needlework, K. McGrath; generalimprovement, M. McEvoy.

Standard lll.—Catechism, M. Coonevclass prize, T. Cahill; second class pl-ize, m!Luxon; reading and recitation, F. Harney
writing, F. Flett, E. Shanahan, and Y.Young. arithmetic, J. Nash; composition, M.Pilling; spelling, K. Simons; diligence, E.Price.

Standard IV.—Catechism, A. McPherson;
?! ass priz®N A - Jirtll ; second class prize, H.ft*W”S
Young; spelling, I. Pickworth - needleworkP- Clare; neatness and spelling, G. Smith;aPP licafon, J. Fodie.

,
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. „ .nrivl enml i,,'rfr’ii-1- Bell7’ c iawSS

Dexteto^ammar, compositionfmKfwwftino'
P- Mollison; reading and comprehension, F.Gallagher; reading and recitation, L. Butts;
ge^rapb-y ’ P- Bracken; history, S. Harney;

itlimetic, 1. Bracken diligence, B. Brbjiia-
ban; Needlework, P. Firth; general improve-
meat, V. Gorkin and T. Flaherty P

Standard Vl.—Catechism, M. ‘ Carrington;class iiz<A E "Ner ; drawing and needle-
wS M ' Pllrto ''1 Writto«

General Christian Doctrine (o-old
medal), M. Carrington good conduct (gold
medal presented by Mr Rowe), J. Doyle; dux
°f

j
l6 .schol ( gol

x
nlidal), M. Dwyer; good

aTta^ ’Foss• Irish Piston- Srf
prize), N. Dexter; music, H. Illingworth aidK- McGrath ; harmony, N. Dexter ; class sing-
*nS: boys, B. Butts ; girls, N. Dexter.
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Wednesday, Janttaey :7, 1925 NEW "ZEALAND TABLET

For Sale Campbell Gras and Oil
Engines, Screw Jacks, Pulley Blocks,
Wood Split Pulleys, Lancashire, Balata,and Leather Beltings. >

For Sale—Centrifugal Pumps, Worth-ington Duplex Steam Pumps. On waterand in stock, SOOgal. to 15,000ga1, Pumps.
ROBERT B. PERISTON & CO., STUART STREET, DU.IEDIN

enix Thick Peel Packed only in Jib and 11b packets. All Grocers. j—l pk
I THE PHOENIX COMPANY, LIMITED. M • L/Unedlllenix Thick Peel fl Packed, only in *lb and 11b packets/ All Grocers. m T-*THE PHOENIX COMPANY, LIMITED. LJ U


