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nificant. True, she had a few admirers of
her fortune—pattern young men who followed
the wise advice of their mothers. With these
apologies for lovers she was equally silent
yind passive; and reddened and smiled exact-
ly in the same manner to cacl one. _

People gifted with a fine spirit of observa-
tion, declared that she alwavs followed her
handsome cousin with her cyes, although he
gnly avoided her. Just now he had turned
most rudely away from her, in ardet to
oreet with unusual warmth his cld friend
Dahnow who, passing through town, had
not been able to refuse Conntess Degenthal's
pressing invitation,

“T ean’t say that vou've very eivil to vour
cousin,’ said Dahnow in a tone of reproach,
as Degenthal led him away into  aunother
ronm. “You were in the middle of a dance.”

“Ah, bosh! One need not be so civil with
relations ! Why did she choose me® But naw,
tell me—What carth van lave hrought
you heve ut the verv ond of Carnival 89

SO, just the wish of making w little four
before throwing mysell headlong into reading
up for ihe examination. 1 toll v ovonr
cousin can turn ont to he a very preliy airl,
onco sho has developed herself a litdle more.
She has such a pretty line about the mouth
too.”

“Really ' maid Curt, ““do von
Oh, T daresay yvou're righl;

an

think =s0?
for me, she he-
Iongs to those sot of peonle whao do an exist,”’

“But you exisl tor her, anvhow.
thing ! she quite touehed e, she
there, following von with a wnd loek
her poor loft
lureh, ™

Toar

N sloarl
Hnon

face, when vy her in the

“0Oh, it's all nousense which hns heen put
into ]mr head, and which she mnst et oub
of it again. Dablmmy, look here at mv talis-
‘man. I did not like to write to you ahout
it, hut now, see!” and Curt pulled cut of
his waisteoat pocket a small gold loe ket, con-
taining the miniature of a lavely faee.

“Oh! beautifel!’ said Dahnow., “So Tou
have remained faithful to ler aftor all! You
were 80 silent, and went away sa suddenly,
that I thouﬁht it was all ovoer.
any hopo of success?

“T have succeeded, I may sayv; a few eoi-
ditions have bheen mudc, anife hearalile oncs,
ton; my mother insisted upon two vears’
separation and complete scereey, Digd auy-
thing transpire on the Rhine about ile hole
thmgp”

““Oh, very little! Tt was simply said that
your mother had very sensiblv ealled Tou
away. As the director and his family also
went away directly, the matter was snon
forgotten. Students’ loves are never thouelt
very much of.”

“Nous verrons!”’ said Curt drily, smooth-
ing his moustache, ang giving one more look
at the miniature hefore closing the locket.

“Where is she now?” asked Dahnow,

A “In a villa not far from X, in which she
rill spend the two years to come. T can’t
‘béar to think of her in contact with the
company, and therefore asked her father to
make that arrangement,” he added in a
changed tone.

Dahnow looked meditatively hefore him.
(‘Do you know,” . ho hegan, and then,
Weaking off, suddenly asked: “dpropos what

But have vou

M i o g g —

are your plans? I know yocu have entered
the diplematic career. Do you remain here
during the first months?”’

“Oh no; my studies are over, and I shall
probably be sent away as atfaché to some
embassy or other in a few days.”

“Ah!" said Dahnow, as if relicved. ““Aud

now, amy good fellow, you're evidently wan-
ted, There is a footman in the doorway look-

ing at you with such a woful fuce, that yvou
1nd better try to eomfort him.”

“Ah, ' said Degenthal, “T suppose it
is .1b011t the supper. We shall' do it without
any veremony, sitting at small tables. You
look out for yourself, old fellow. As master
of the house, T must tuke some important
personage upon myself. I will come {¢ your
table Jater on; take my cousin in;
vou don’t know anyone else,’”

“I shall know how to get on,
muttered Dalinow;
very well,
at the
season,”

A os !

as it is,

never fear,”
indeed, he gol on
for u short Lime afterwards he was
side of the so-cailed “Belle of the
amidst @ group of fushionahle voung
men, whoin he was amusing with his flow of
wit and Inumor.

YAl Count Degenthal!” now  oxelaimed
the handsome young lady, heaming upon
him with her black eves—a thing she had
done without suecess during the whale win-
fer, amd she had nol vet qiite given up all
hope of atlarhing him to her trimmphal car.
“Count Degenthal, tell us why your Nortih
fFriond nn]_\' visits onr town now,
when our feslivities are al an end, and when
we are poing to cover onr heads with ashes”

“Because, as T have already  observed, T
am only a poor heretie, and know nothing
abeut covering my head with ashes. But
I have the worst of all nenances to hear, for
T know not what T have lost, unless vou com-
pensate me by giving me a turn to-night.”

“TMatterer!”  said  Degenthal
“Conntess Hedwig, punish him
him a great many rounds; for he is like a
Turk who prefers leoking on when others
dance, to dancing himsel?.

“Ah! then 1 ean puess what lias bronght
¥ou here, Baron Dahnow,”
tleman,

and,

(ferman

Taughing,

by giving

sutd another gen-
“North Germany has sent us a few
artists of the kind, or rather of the immping
and springing kind.  The fawons Karsten
Cirens has .nnvo(] amd will kelp Lo shorten
Lent a Tittle,

Dahnow so sompletely enerossed the atten-
tiou, that no one noticed Degenthal’s sudden
chanze of expression,

““Baron, how vou blush ' eried Miss Hed-
wig laughing, “‘So those quadrupeds seem to

have more attractions for you than any-
thing or anvone else. Now, see, T declare

you're blushing again I’

It was sirange, but Dahmow did vot some-
how find as usual a ready answer to  the
young lady’s saucy speech.

Degenthal, standing opnosite to him, Took-
ed at him with surprise.  “Did vou know
that the Karsten Circus was voming, lher
he said in a semewhat foreed tane.

“Why, my dear Degenthal,” answered
Dahnow with a laugh, “vou scem to think
very little of the attractions of vour town
to notice so trifling an event. Karston was,
morcover, not in B. this year, but further
up north,”
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“And therefore, you have come here in
order to find—— well, not him, I suppose,
here!” said one of the gentlemen., “Chi sa
whether it is on account of the gquudrupeds!
I have heard that Karsten las a daughter
who has erated an imniense sensation every-
where, Last autumn, one talked of nothing
else on tha Rhine. T hope she will also shiow
Lierself off to us!”

“Nora Karsten never shows herself in pub-
lie,” Lily suddenly said in her quiet voice.
“She has never done it, and will never do
it either.”

Fvervone looked 1u surprise at the little
speaker,

“But what on earth do vou
1?7 exclaimed Countess Hoedwig.
you come by sueh an acquaintance

T know Norp Kavsten very well, and am
very fond of her” said Tily in the samo
el manner. ©T was nearly a vear in the
conven! with her, where she was hronght up
She was the handsomest wnd Uhe hest of the
ol

know about

“How do
an

pupils, particalarly  coml to us new
givls,"”
“Really [ Conntess Taly, that is an ariginal

onmlmmtlr)n—u rider who has

in the eiveus,
been brought up in a convent— -7
“T tell you that she is no eircus-rider.”

repeated Lilv obstinately,  “Her mother did

ot wisl, and her Tather, who was very
rich, © mwﬂ her to he broughi un in o con.
vent, AL that time we did nol know any.

thing ahont her flthm
me all this Tater on?

“What does she look Hle s
Hedwig with curiosity;
live?™

“She is more heantiful than any other girl
T know,” replied Tilv, just a Little spitefully.
“T don’t know wheré she lives,
with her father. But one thine T da kirow,
and that is, that she will never Jdo anything
which we would not du surselves: she is much
too pions and too well hrought 1n.*?

Lily had become quite red in her vehe.
ment defence.  But for the frst time a pair
of eyves were fixed with interest upen her;
it seemed as if Degenthal could bless her
for each word she was utterine. Tor the
first time also, he noticed the truth of Dah-
now’s praise of the line abont ler mouth,

A Tew minutes Iater. aud he slood behind
her chair,

“Can I have the calillon.
he asked softly.

Lily blushed deeply, and nedded in silence ;
she could not brine a2 “ves” out for very
Jor at so unexpeeted and hlissful an event.

A fow hours later, as the cotillon—the
dange which lovers nrefer—was in {ull swing,
the countess conld hardly belicve her own
eves when she saw the couple sitting side by
side. Curt seemed absorhed in his conversa-
tion, and Lily seemed to be in the seventh
heaven.

The countess could not hear that it was
only lecause the tonic of their eonversation
was the convent that Curt was so attentive;
she only saw the light dancing in Tal¥’s small
eves. What! Had she perhaps been blind
until row? Had she wet nunticed what tha
mtimaey of homedife had Brought ahoot ?
Had she heen in too groat a hurry 10 got T
son away?

Our chaptain told

asked Countess
“and where does she

hut T snppose

little cousin?”

or
And now it would he folly indeed
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