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capable of deing the same for her? In her
anguish she cried: “Oh! what shall 1 do?
Shall I rencunce our love and fly irem hiw,
or shall I ficht the battle te the end?”

- Who ean tell what decision Xora would
have come to, had no fresh obstaeie arisen
in her puth.  The sun was already olding
the heavens with its olorious eveniing 1ints,

as on that day when Nora had leen sum-
moned before the mother-smperior.  As on
dlnt  day, the distant mouniain-teps wese

pred an rosente hues, and Nuraosat oo,
tnotionless and wrant in thoughr, AL last a
knock was heard st the door—indeed
had more than
morning anuouncing her meats to hoer, Too

there

heen one kuoek smee the

she had given a lewdiche ws a0 plea tor re-
in her
knew, could oniy come o ler i the evcnang.
This Lime it was o Ieiter T
sont hee,  She ook ot Lonting
heart, and a honsaad supnosations
across her mind.
strange one to her, bl b
the coronet of a connt.

that  the wmissive must
mother: and <o it did.
of those women to whom sorcsw is onlv ren-

maiting runn. oo siperear, e

whied lepn
i witn u
[Tashed
The roand-weitime was g
»oenvelope here
She ceesse]l al onen
Curt's

The eonntoss was ot

coae fram

deved hearable hy immedinie aciion.
Sittine alone in the of
her hatel, ihe motler, koowing whithey her

('IJ!!W!‘“]'MH‘H‘\ room
son had divected his steps, was on the hrink
uf desoair. Less than any one clse could she
pattently =it down nnder contradiciion and
suffer her plans o he crossed. Clrenmositnees
had given her an indencndence to which she
Lad aecustomed herself, aud of which she bl
always made a wize and temrerate use, Now,
again, <he was convineeld of the good sonee
of her opinions.

were aiwavs the

“Somethine must he done,™

first words which rose to

Ner Tips, and i thiv case she added s 2 What

- __Horgive liis mother.

She

advice

is to be done?” knew Ahat Lier
would listen to nn fur the mresent.
Her friend's desevintion af Nors had made
her think more highly of her. “Well, if e
really is so noble-minded, so well hronght un.
sn incanable of any intrigue, she cannot wish
to force herself npon a fandly which does not
want her. If it were really true that she
liad wished to avold him, she could say aloud
that the matter should bhe at an end, and
she wonld saerifice hier love to his happioess.”
On the strength of this reasoning, the vound-
ess i macde e lier mand Ao wreile fo Nor,
and to appeal to her hearl, {o her under-
standing, and last, not loast, Lo her pride.

Nora read the leiter, her cheeks hurning
with indignation.

Do not rob me of my son,”’ the conntess

Lon

concinded, after alleging all the reasons
against the wmarriage.  “Do not step he-

tween mother and son and divide them. This
vou would de hy marrving him, for he would
do it in defiance of mr will, You wonld
divide us. even if I had vewer cnough to
provent the marriage. as then he would never
I am told that you are

noble and generons—then give un  that,
which, under existiug circumstances, ean
never be conducive to his happiness. We

women know so well how to make complete
saerifices,  His leart will heeome calm once
more, and he will he freed from the feeling

TR

hears from vour own mouth that yonr love
refuses to set at nought all the serious reasons
which divide you. You may judge of the
strength of mied and of heart T think you
cinable of, by my addressing this prayer to
vour s oand hoth my esteemn and my gratitude
will he heundless shonld you uct in so noble
u owayv,”’ ele., ete.

The conclusion was an able one; but even
Lunndless esteem and gratitude fall  rather
short iu the halanee against love. It wonld
perbiaps, have heen difficult {or the countess
to exnluin the rveason why she thought it o
wish her own heart not to
exacting all the while that another

natural Lo he
Leart should vol dtsell of its Tove aud happi-
Nora read the letter more
Perhaps, heeanse she did not

ness Tor her sle.
than enee.
qurite aonedestaud what the countess wanted,
or, uerhaeas, beeanuse an affeetionate hegin-
ning had ded her e lar somoething
hoetter,

But sud-denly she drew hersell nn. She now
antderstond what was reguired of her, This
woman wanted her to he the murderess of
Ler own happiness—she wanted her teo show
Lersell itekle, weak, and untrne to her love.
ltor Father's passionate nature seemed tn
awke in ey at the theught,

hsve

LR ]

Sleowould he a Heoa borrible Tie,” she said,
find nothing teo iffienlt
oo tnie ol we toce each other, T know that

Srors ke T, |

boshall not hring disgrace uwpon im, - she
adde:l with trembling lins. L know we
thinlk and feel alike, I will do nothing to

keen him, hut B owill renonnee our love 1o
lenger. He shall, ar all events, not say of nwe
that [ am weak and faithless.”

Al her former doulits were gone
chiecks wtill hurning, she took up
1o [rame an answer,

“Your son iy as free to-dav us he was ves-
tordav " <he wrete Armly and vroudly o > for
wis myv father who refused Tus consent:

en against hiis willl T shall
not Ly to vetain him either by & word or
by any =ten of mine—indeed, I had avoided
v undib to-day. But T ean speak ne untruth
and it would he one to tuke back the pro-
mise he gained from me as the only means
of furchering his happiness; if T were untrue
to the feelings I entertain for him, and which
T helieve will Jast my dife long, T will not
part from kime theough o le—Tur o lie lins
tever soothed oo sorrow or wrought aoy rond
but my Tove ix s<lromg ewough fo wail and
lo endnre.”

The letter was no sooner fAnished than
Nora sealed it and rang for it to he sent off.

Nora stood long at the window, and the
words she had just written sounded in her
ears, now serious and earnest, nmvdnncking
and derisive,

Had she Teen right to enter unun this
comhat?  Would it have been letter to ac-
copt the sacrifice which would have put an
end to all struggling ?

This question was gnawing at ler leart,
when at last her trusts friend entered the
Toom.

Madame Sybille was tired hy the day's
excerttons, exhausted by the moerning's ex-
citement.  Her thoughts liad heen so long
away from human passions that she found

and, her
her pen

it
and I shall pever

there are hearts which never Decome stran-
goers to the earth and Lo its vetty sorrows,
however henven they may be them-
selves,

Aadame Syhille took the burning head in
Ler hands, and looking tenderly into the
innoeent, bright eves, she listened to the
tate which revealed all the storms raging
within that veung soul.

FRieht or wrong 27 she said gently, SChild,
carthly fove is no virtne and it s no fault :
voul huve acted according to is dictutes.
Vo wery vot bound to aceept the sacrifice
fmpoesed npan yor. You have tot asled for
advice, and perlmos ve ene conld mdvise yun
holier than yvour in the matler,
But remember this, my ehild -0 s nothing
wreab, vothing uncowmmaon, G sulfer and o
struggie far carthly lovey the weakest of
Buman eroatures have done so ere this, Be-
fore Gotl it i very instgnificant, for sueh
jove i only the prodact of our own hearl,
ihe most heautiind of God's wifts, the mosk
fragrant flower He hag strewn nonon our ant
Bt these who wish to enjoy its frograncy
must consent to e pricked by ity thorns—
{lie sharpest thorns that can prick o human
heart,  If wou feel that your love ix waorth
all the sufferings that it will hring with it-—
well ihen! You wmicht have coi-
uered it by Uhis one saerilice, and who knows
whether veu will neb have Lo retain i ha o
et true

near

awn heart

Fronsand saeritives more wiinfol,
and pure love makes up for oa orent dear
Porhans God has nlaced 1 in vonr aeect fo
])I‘(}tl'(“l' vour from other dangers.” she NEHUGIR
placing hier Tumd npen the vanriinl heaa,
as 3f with o Blessing,  “lor the seeand time
have chesen strife instead Tenee.

Ay the Lord guide von, my BA

N
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CHATTER XL

The eounless smiled when she ud rendl
Nora's tetter, T thought =0 she il
comewhat comolacently 1o lerself: aml anee
wore she was cenvineed that abe nosinke
aboid Nora's character had mat heen piade
Lv her: she had written to Nora nuder the
-II‘IHU'.‘W'(' of the nun’s words,  She aiso had
remained alone many a dreary boir that
dav: Cart had net returned Bl Tate, and
1‘1n" chaptain had gone 1o foten 11y, and 1o
how her wome af (he enriaaitos ef the fown
for alier alb Uit bad hapnened the eomiless

dil not foel up o the ek of wausing the
eivl, She haid, however, tnried Lhese Benss
of solitide 1o aeeounl, by endeavoring o
Galie in elenrty ow matiees stoads Before
even the answer to her Jester—a oeasure
in estrewis—hal come, e had determined

wnon what lne of eondnet she wanlad pursane

She would aymarently consent It
insist unon eortain conditions. Tuat v euld
Lo wisor than te lose all lnduence over ber
son by pushing things ton far,

aChildren must he Teft thee tex, or clss
they get dhstimte in Jonzing afres v ™ That
was shoni the sum of ber reflectians: nnd
thew, her mind being male up, she Trowned
no longer, but emploved hovsoff busily n
jotting down notes unan a stray pioce of

would

paper.
At divuner-time the chapinin and Taly put
in wn appearanee.  The Countess  Joeliod

of honor which hinds him to vou, when he it dificult to encounter them ugain.  But serutinisingly st the wourg @rl, whe Bad
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