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- Current Topics

The **Tablet ” in Ifs New Form

That the enterprising aclion of the Diree-
tors of the N.Z. Tablet is meeting with a
full measure of appreeiation is shown in
correspondence constantly received in our
office.  We append a few extracts
letters in this connection: —

From Australia—

“The Tublet is a bright spot in a world
of poor journalism whether of the greater
or the lesser arder. It has the body of know-
ledge behind it which is now hecome so
rare.”’

From Wanganui—

A correspondent writes:  “The  glorified
Pablet looks very finre and should take on
welll”?

From Ahanra—-

“I Tilee the new Pabicl 10 is very ailrac-
tive und shoulidl cotmmend itsclf Lo every Chulh-
olie. worlhy of the name.”

From Wellineton—

“T must say T find the paper very in-
slructive and also very interesling as it
covers so many topies.'

Palmerston North—

“Allow me to eongratulate von and your
divectors on the improvement and additiona)
reading matier i your paper.”

From Tnvercargill—

“L st compliment vou on the
improvement in your paper.”

From Central Ofago—

“We aro delighted with enlareed Tablef.
Trusting yon will he long «paved lealth and
strength to defend fruth aund the liberty of
our Holy Chnrel.”

from

decided

Moslem Defenders of Christ

It is a satirvical commentary upon the al-
legredd Christianity of modern governments
that the Moslem professors and students of
the Moslem University of Cairo have had to
wrge the Government to prevent the name
¢f Qur Divine Lord Dhoing used in blasphemy
by a Zionist newspaper. Here is the letter
that was sont: ““We, the undersigned, pro-
fessors and studonty of {he University TI-
Hasoe, 0 e relicious seetion, rise in pro-
test aminst what was written in the Zionist
paper Buie Hayow awainst the Tord Christ.
“Grave are the words which come from theiv
mouths, they sneak hut lies,” savs the Woran.
This is a serilepions violation of divine re-
Hgions and a provecation to publie epinjon
the world sver.  And wo fnd that the silence
cf the Govermpent upon this audacious fact
shows disreward for the principles of  thoe
mandate wlhich declares that the religious
sentiments and helils of the country subjoct
to the mandate are io he safeguarded.  We
thevefore ask your Excellency to follow up
this serinns occurrence by punishing with an
iren hant the andacinus misdeed in order to
calm public oninion and do what is necessary
hefore the ovil inerenses Ly this examnle and
the commission of similar offerices, We sup-
rort the secretary of the Islamo-Christinn
Exceutive Committee in Qs protest and in
his intenlion of bringing the affair Lefore the
courts, and we hope' that tlis present pro-

- —

test will be given consideration hy his Ix-
cellency the British High Commissioner.”
We hope that the High Commissioner, when
he read that letter, did not feel like a very
superior persen dealing with semi-savages.
Imperial vride sometimes makes us forget
that humility is a virtue.

Spare the Rod .

The vew humanitarianism which aims at
destroying the moral fibre of the unfortunato
children trained under it, is anxions at the
moment to banish the hiveh from ihe
roont. Fvery now and then an irate parent
attacks with pen and ink “the harbarons
medieval custom®? of bivehing scholars into
scholarship.  “The pracess of cvolution,” he
says, “renders it altogether undesiralble and
nnnecessary  that my offspring  should  be
humilinted by belug struck with o strap.”

sehoal-

A glimpse of the writer wonid possihly con-
firm the suspicion that in his ense evolubion
had not procceded very Far, Steplien T.ea-
cock, in College Doys, has ouilined a spoeinl
policy for anxious parents wha enter their
children at hoarding schaols, 1f they wish
their hov te he a faverite with the mastoers,
they should imitato tie ald-Fashioned type of
father: “Now T want this buy to he well
thrashed il he doesn't hohave himseif, Tf
vou have any trouble with him let me know
and T'lII come and thrash him myself, He's
to have a shilling a week pocket menex and
if he spends more than that let me Jnow and
Il stop his money aliogether,” Brutal
though this speceh sounds, the real offeet of
it is to ereate a strong prejudice in the little
hoy's favor.

The Modern Way

But the up-to-date parent daoes it ali wrong,
says Professor Teacock. “Now I've just
given Jimmy fifty shillings,” le savs to the
schoolmaster, “and I've explained to liim
that when lie wants any more he’s to tell you
to go to the bank and draw for him what he
needs,”  After which lLe goes on to explain
that Jimmy is a hoy of very peculiar dis-
position, requiring the grentest nicety  of
freatment ; that they find if he gets into lom-
pers the Best way is to humor him and pre-
sently he'll come vound. Jimmy, it appears,'
cun he led, if lod gently, hut never drjven.
During all whicl time the schoolmuster has
already fixed his eve on the undiseiplined
young pup called Jhnmy with a view to
trying out the problom of secing  whoether
he can be dreiven after all.  And he will he
driven, '

Pre-Birth Reminiscences

Iu this ghostly age nearly overvone is in-
terested in the ocenlt sciences. The prim
school miss and the callow vouth alike are
anxivus to peer over the Hdge of Beyond
and  behold what their Creator doos not
wish them to sec. Al kinds of shadowy,
unhealthy, and absurd beliefs aro held  hy
people who repudinte the Toen
ments as uuscientifie,
titude of foglish peop

Command-
Thus we have 2 mul-
le  putting a severe

strain on the place where their braing should
bo if they had any in trying to remember
somo incident 1 their previous cxistenee,
and perhaps persunding themselves that theg(
had fignred as Socrates in Athens or lugye
sailed with Cleopatra on the bosom of the
Cid Nile, Joeular folk, however, sometimes
apset the wystie appleeart in a maunner which
hrings the gods into contempt. A writer
in a Rargnen paper was travelling in Cey-
Ton, and stopped nt a Rest Honse Ikept by a
Ent Singhalese woman, who had a wide rcpu'!’
tation for curries. Ho tasted the lady'§
wares, complimented her upon their excel-
ence, and enguired where she had learned
the art of makive them.  Taf im tell ihe
story Dimselfr—10or face grew pale and
mystevians, and hending over the table, she
whispered: <1 learned this when T was a
Rani in o previews bivth) ‘Rani?  Say
that ngain," T exclaimed with o violont start,
CWere von the Rani of Ralputrigalle ®
CYes sl sl ultering o oerv. CWait on!
Weore you 1he wife of the fomons Malaraja
Zillitilike s “Yest Tow do
and Lerrs sl froms o oves. * Beeanuse T
was that Raja. Wilh a lowd shrick and o
spasm the woman reclod and fell Tieavily on
the floor, Here was a seenc.
of water, and
the

soir Lnow ??

I scized a jug
Rajas frequently do, poured
contents over her faer.  That revived
Ler, and as she recovered eanseionsness, she
moaned  CMuaharvajo D Malueaja U oand ereps
on the floor to embrace wy foet. This had
1o be stopped in time: *Weoman,? said I, T
neast Mrse Punaratne, ent that out, now;
vou were the Rani and I was the Raja of
Walputricalie eichty vears ago; that is cone
and done with now: vou ave the keeper of
this Rest House and T a Loly Sanvassi; just
as it should be.
how,

HE

It was a glorious time atg
Do yen remember when we rode/to-
gether on elephants to Jakarapatne and
fought the Tnglish aud slew the British Tme
peror?  Sho rvemembered overy bit of it
“And Low vou rushed to the palace kitchen :
and returned with two hundred different |
eurries '—Yes, of course, she romemberad
quite well—"Well, be a good eirl and feteh
me that pudding, and I'lIl be off.” She wiped
her tears and did as she was bid, T got a
fren dinner that day.”

[ W

Humanitarianism v, Religion

The truth of the proverh that the devil
is the ape of God is nowlero moro clearly
mailested than in those who seck fo run
sueicly upon purely seeulur lines in the jne
terosts of man,  Humanitarianism has been
doeserihed as Sutan'y masterpicee, for it pre-
senls itself fnoan alluring cuise as a great |
elfort for the wood of Immanity, but good
withoul Cod or roligion. Men of Lhe typo
of . G0 Wells profess 1o holicve that the
Huamanitarian Ttopia ean bo attained and
maintained hy training mau to find happi-
ness in the service of man. The idea of man,
spelb with a eanpital <M, permeates {’ery-
thing to-dav. The humanitarisans, puffed ap
with theiv wimdy theories. talk about train-
ing men seientificaly to be gdod and moral
without any religious motive belind. “Serve
Lhumanity and you servo Yourself” is the
slognn of this kingdom of diabolical selfish-
ness. A moment’s reflection, however, will
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