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with your fellow Catheolic who is in the same position
as yourself, and will thus muke bell of you better
able to surmount that difficulty. We have not made
1t difficult for you to liold your political punmples but,
if you are i:13'3a:cd to stand by your Uatholic pilnei-
pl(,s, we shall provide you with encouragement and in-
spiration to du 0. That, difficulty 01115 cxists on the
assumption—surely w un(lmcd———t_lmt- you are prepaced
to stand by vour Latholic principles. 1f you are no: pre-
pared to do so, you have, of course, removed the difli-
culty yourself. What is true of the Catholic inside the
Labor Party, is true of the Catholic inside any party,
and thus the Federation cannot make it difficult for a
Catholie to Lold his pelitical opinion,

Tho principle and policy of the Federation, there-
fore, 18 tho promotion and defence of Catholic interesis,
whenever and wherever those in‘erests need promoting
or defending, and, so far as they have any 1'ola1i0nships
to political parties the permeating of those parties, nob
with Cathoticisi, but with Lathohca It beceines,
therefore, if not essential, at least advisable, that its
members should belong to chﬁanL political organisa-
tions as far as it is pubs1ble for them as Catholies to
do s0.

The Need of Organisaiion.

Another and more fundamental gueslion remains:
Does ihe Cluired in this counlry require an organisa-
tion? I7 we owawine the condition of Catholicism in
thoss c.umries wherz 1t s publicly organised, as in
Germany, Belrhea, Hollaud, and the United $ates,
wo ghall find that Calliclicism fully lolds its own; but

if wo turn to countrics like ¥rance and Portugal, where
Clatholiclsm 1s uot publicly orpanised we shall ﬁnd that
it can make no ]u,ad\\d_\_' agalnst its foes Indeed,-

French Catholies would nupear to be learning to-day
that at least half theiv Uroubles arose from their lack
of mnity i front of the encimy, and, antecedently, from
their lack of public monn zations.  Is it a mere coin-
cidence that Catliold should be suceesful where Cath-
clicism is publicly 4)1;{(.1113‘1'51, and should not be success-
ful where it is not publicly organized ! Tt is the pro-
vidential lot of the Churel to which we belonz to find
mighty forces always arvayed agaiust  her;  forces
against which her ehildren mus! defend  themselves.
Our aim 1s defence, nob defianee: bui we must be effee-
tively organised  before we  can cfieetively  defend.
Surely thb Education crisis should teach us that it is
nobl wise to wait 1o 1rain our forees uutil the erisis comes
upon us. We shall be siating the obvious when wo say
that, Cuatholic Intciests demand the formation of one
organisation which will gathier tegerher the Catholic
foue% ior the promotion and (lc‘(‘nw of thuse mterests,
whenever thov are unjusitfiably attaclked by anti- Ca,thf
elic or non-Catliolic forces: an or ganization which will
unite individuals as well ay assoeiations witlout (lc%m()y
ing tho individuality of the latter; an organisation
whlch will feed all .l‘:QO(l('Lt ons and be fed bv them ;
an organisation which will demand ne more from its
mcmbels than the w ozd (‘zlthr*]i(‘ demands; an organi-
sation which will kinow nn distinelion of paxty class or
sex ; an oreamsation whicli will permanently refain that
recently awakcnml spivit. which prompled Catholies to
act boldly, promptly, and uuitediy in the defence of
their scheols.

The IFederation’s Aection.

This organisaiion wo already possess in the Dio-
cesan Federation and  here we propose to examine
briefly its constilution and the difierent ways in which
1% has rendered sorvice.  And fisst as to ils aciion. In
the avtumn before Mr. Bivrell's Bill passed the Com-
mens, the Cathelics of the Halford dinccese felt it in-
(umbnnl upon them to make a vrotest, At once we felt
the advantage of possessing machinery which was mer cly
waiting to Bo put into moticn. A suggestion from our
Thslmp, a recommendation by the Lvocutno a decision
by the Dis'rict Committee, and we were dt once able
to penetrate to every corner of the diocese, and set
(* ey prrishe actively at worle through the Instramen-
tality of the hrauch sceretarics. The s same advantare
was realised, and the samo rocess was followed, whun
the need arose for (101]1(1?15;1&1,1!1":“ our sympathy for

our co-religionists in France; when we orgamised within

three days of the decizion of the Axchbishops and
Bishops on the Runcman Bill, & mprotest meeting in
every parish in the discese and town’s meetings in
Manchester and Blackbwrn and had the opinions of
those meetings placed diveetly in the hands of his

Majesty's Ministers and Members of the House of Com-
mons ; when we teok 1500 Laneasbire men and women to
the Eucharistic Congress in London, and after standing
the racker of Rochester Row, brought them all back
more convinced of the need for the Iederation than
cver they were; and when we took many of the same
working men and women on the piigrimage to Rome
to famiharise them wi'h that eentre of unity which
stands at the Lack of all Federntions.

Acting on the information that ‘Alinorities mush
sufler,” the Federation has lLeld a watching brief over
the voling of the lecal Membaors of Parliament in the
ouse of Commons, The Convent Inspection Bill, the
Cathiolic Disabilities Bill, the Accession Declaration
Ball, the Secondary School Regulations, the Single
School Area Bill, the Mental Pchcmncy Bill havo all
clatmed our d.t.w.nt.nL interes. and, when necessary,
active protest lias been made. The Oid Age Pensions
Act found a ready co- opuruliun 1 securing the neces-
sary information for the aged Catholic peor. The re-
ligious facilities for (,.uh()lics in the public Hospitals
and Convalescent Momes have heen duly safeguarded
with excellent results. The Federation have seen to the
provision of Cathulic chaplains for the Catholie Terri-
torials  assembled in camp.  Cooperation with the
National Vigilanve Associatien and the Pernicious
Literature Committee has heen established.

A vigilant and active campaign has been effcetively
mainiained with the press and the stage when Catholie
interests have demanded it Branches cof the Federa-
tion have protested with ¢onspicuous suceess against
the publication cof objecionable films in the picture
houges 1 whilst a firm stand has been made against the
reports of the Royal '(‘t'mnni“,“ic: cn Ddivorce: notably
against some utterances of Dean Welldon's against tlle
pr)bltlon of the Ca"holic Church in regard to divorce.

The Parochial Spirit.

Oue of the great obstacles to our progress in the
past has been our failure to reahise that” we have heen
too parcchial,  Every Catliclie will naturally take a
proper pride in his own parish. To preach against that
would be like m‘uuhing patriotismn and forgetting to
be patllo'lc to one’s own hearthstone. But pride in
oue’s own parish 1s consistent with vride in the progress
of the Church in ano'her parish,.  We havo acled as
if we were oblivious of the cxistence and welfare of
other parishes, and the Church has not gained by such
actions.  Unity, and the forces which malke for unity,
have been hampered and impeded by the narrowness
of the paroclial spirit.

The Federation is breaking down these unfortunale
bartiers, and there arve few delegates whose views have
not been broadened aud whose opportunities for making
the acquatntance of their fellow Catholies have not
been increased since the introduction of the movement.
One of the most pleasing features of the past and one
ol 1l surest gnaraulees of suceess in the fulure is the
manner in which priest and laymwan have differed in
opinion without cither resenting the right of the other
to differ. [f we are to present that united front which
Is 80 cssential to wuccess, we shall do 1t no loss effectively
because we have learned in Distriet Committee our
lesson of mutual forbearanee and mutual goodwill, So
far as it was desirable 1t was incvitable that parochial
idols should be overthrown and marrow parochial ideas
exploded, but it has been dene without that frielion
and division which timid seuls alwavs expect.

It will be remembered that friction las sometimes
arisen in the past whenever two or tlirec parishes havo
heen gconcerned in one electoral arca. They have not
agrecd as to the particular man to whom they shall
givo their united support.  The strong parish has sue-
ceeded 1n fereing its will upon the weaker parishes, and
the mevitable resentment hasg resulled. This has heen
owing to the absenes of an authoritative body which
could hold the scales between the parishes coucerncd.
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