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warmed by open charcoal brasiers. . . This hos-
pital, built at the time when the Church of Rome was
at the height of her power, and but a short time before
the Reformation, is a good example of what had been
attained toward the development of hospitals, and it
shows how much a part of the Church the institution
of hospitals was.’ And yet there are Protestants who
atill call those times ‘ the dark ages’'! The description
just quoted is by a non-Catholic.

Scotland’s Ancient Hospitals.

Scotland possessed 77 hospitals before the Reforma-
tion; of these Edinburgh had five, Glasgow two, and
‘Aberdeen four. In England at this period there were
460 of these institutions. Two of the most important
of the London ones, 8t. Bartholomew’s and St.
Thomas’s, founded some centuries before the Reforma-
tion, were confiscated by Henry VIII., but have since
been set going again.

The medieval hospitals were served generally by
Brothers and Sisters who were bound by the vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience. Their dress, food,
and recreation wero all strictly prescribed, as well as
their duties. No one employed in the hospital was
allowed to take any refreshment or to pass the night
outside the hospital, or to go out alene. No distinetion
of creed or calling was made in the reception of patients.
All were welcome: soldiers and citizens, religious and
laymen, Jews and Molhammedans, any who were in
poverty and sickness, The hospital attendants were
even obliged to go out at stated times and bring in all
the sick and destitute persons tos be found. The
statutes provided that the patients should he treated
as masters of the house. The sick were never to be left
without an attendant; nurses wete to be on duty at
all hours of the day and night. When the illness be-
came serious the patient was removed to a private room
in order to receive special attention. Ventilation and
heating were attended to, and baths were provided.

All this magnificent charity was more or less ruined,
at least in Protestant countries, by the ¢ Reformation.’
In England this result was brought abou$ chiefly by the
dissolution of the monasteries. *Similar spoliations in
Germany foliowed so rapidly on the introduction of the
new religion that the Reformers themselves found it
difficult to provide anything like a substitute for the old
Catholic foundations. Ewven Luther confessed more
than once that under the Papacy generous provision had
been made for all classes of suffering, while among his
own followers no one contributed to the maintenance
of the sick and the poor’ (Catholic Encyclopedia).
‘With this confession of the chief Protestant leader we
leave the subject.

THE APOSTOLATE OF THE LAITY

In the course of an address delivered at the Con-
vention of the American Federation of Catholic So-
cieties, his Eminence Cardinal Gibbons dwelt on the
value of intelligent co-operation on the part of the
laity in fostering the spread of Catholicity. He said
in part:—

An enlightened and zealous laity is tho glory of
the Christian Church. The most luminous periods of
the Church’s history have been epochs conspicnous for
taymen who have vindicated the cause of Clvistianity
by their eloquence and their writings as well as by tle
sanctity of their lives. The golden age of Christendom
gave birth to a long line of learned and intrepid apo-
logists of the Gospel. Among them I might mention
Justin Martyr, Minutius Felix, Athanasius, Arnobius,
and Lactantivs, who is styled the Christian Cicero.
Among the noble defenders of the Catholic religion in
the nineteenth century, 1 mention Chateaubriand,
Mantalembert, the Count de Maistre, and Frederic
Ozanam in France; Gorres, Windthorst, Mallinckrodt
i1 Germany; Donose Cortes in Spain; Sir Kenelm
Digby, Allies, William G. Ward, and Frederick Lucas
in Englatid; the peerless O’Connell in Ireland ; Brown-
son and many other lights in the United States, ‘Lot

- members of the religion of Christ.

us indulge the hope that God will raise up in our own
country and in our own day a formidable number of
champions of Christ, who will be a light to the revela-
tion of the Gentiles, and the glory of the people of
Israel. When the laity are united with the ‘bishop and
the clergy in

The Cause of Religion and Humanity,
then there is no such word as fail. We are bound to
succesd, for God is with us, and if God is with us who
can be against us? If, where two or three are gathered
together in the name of Christ, He declares that He is
with them, surely His influence is paramount and
irresistible when the voice of the bishop and clergy is
re-echoed by the multitude of earnest workers assem-
bled before me to-day. Then, indeed, we form ‘a
triple cord which cannot be broken.” We establish a
triple alliance far more formidable and enduring than
the triple alliance of earthly potentates, for theirs is
an alllance only of flesh and blood, but ours is a eon-
federation cemented by the divine virtues of faith,
hope, and charity. And why, my brethren,, should
you not co-operate with us?! Are we not all, clergy
and laity, children of the same heavenly Fathers?

We are all in the same harque. of Peter,
tossed about by the same storms and sharing the same
sunshine. Your interests are our interests. We ate
all steering our course toward the same eternal shores.
We arve all heirs prospective of the same heavenly
kingdom. There is not one reward for the priest and
another for the laity. There is not one_ kind of
crown for the Pope and another for the peasant. The
tiara of the Pope and the bishop’s mitre will not shine
more brightly than the widow’s hood in the kingdom
of heaven unless thiey are adorned with ihe jewels of
righfeousness. Brethren of the laity, we of the clergy
need your help. We learn from

The Iistory of the Primitive Church
what valuable aid the early Christians rendered to the
apostles in the propagation of the Giospel. And if
the Apostles with all their piety, zeal, and grace, fresh
from the inspiring presence of their Master, could
not have accomplished what they did without the assist-
ance of the laity, how can we who have mnot the
measure of their gifts, how can we hope to spread the
light of truth without your hearty concurrence. How
then are you to co-operate with us? In the first place,
by the open and manly profession of your faith, by
“being always ready to satisly everyone that asketh
vou a reason for that hope which is In you.”” While
you will accord to those who differ from you the right
of expressing their religious opinions, you must claim
for wyourselves the same privilege. You will ask for
nothing more. You will be content with nothing less.
And surely, if there is anything in this world of which
you oughi to be justly proud, it is this: that you are
If the
Roman was proud of being a citizen of Rome, how
much should you glory in being )

Citizens of the Republic of the Church.

Do you seek for antiquity of origin? Nearly 2000
years have rolled over her head, and she is to-day fresh
and vigorous as when she issued from the Cenacle of
Jerusalem, Time writes no wrinkles on her heavenly
brew. Do you seek for wide expanse of territory? Her
spiritual dominion extends over the surface of the
globe, And where will you find a wisdom comparable
to that of her saints, a wisdom which is born not of
man but of God? Where will you find a heroism so
sublime as that of her martyrs? Theirs is a herolsio not
aroused by the sound of martial music or by the clash
of arms on the battlefield, or by a lust for fame or by
the emulation of comrades, but a heroism inspired by a
love for God and their fellow beings. Above all, you
can co-operate with us by the rectitude of your private
lives and the influence of your good example: ‘‘Having
your conversation good among the Gentiles, that where-
as they speak of you as evil-doers, considering you by
your good example they may glorify God in the day
of visitation.” “Let your lght so shine before men
that they may sce your good works and glorify your
Father, Who is in heaven.'’’
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