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more. The roofs let in rain, the walls and floor were
a cage for wandering winds. It is cold in the moun-
tain nights, hero at three thousand feet high; the
people sufier from chest troubles of many kinds, and
often die of pleurisy and pneumonia, but they never
think of migrating into the empty lands lower down,
where they could built comfortable houses, and enjoy
good hunting grounds, and get out of the eternal mist
and rain. The Papuan is of all savages the most con-
servative.

We pgave the children some tobaceo {they all smoke,
at any age) and handed out a little also to the few old
people who bhad been squatting monkey fashion on the
ground, stupidly watching us, their simian small faces
resting on their tiny wrinkled knees. They addressed a
few grunts and snarls of the Oba-Oba tongue to the
Father, and then seemed to go to sleep again. Little
can be done with the old folk in the way of actual
mission work, but they owe much to the Fathers in
the way of comfort and kind treatment. The Iot of the
worn-out savage is wot a happy one, away from Mission
influence; he is fortunate if his poor condition saves
him from the cooking oven, when he is too old to work
or to hunt any more. But the grandmothers and grand-

fathers of Qba-Oba are fed and housed, and get their

.share of salt and tobacco; and what can a nabive want

more, at fifty or so, which is equivalent to eighty among
the whites? Strange and far-away and isolated is
The Mission Life at Dilava,
almost, one thinks, like life in a lighthouse set upon
some lonely ocean rock. Above the world, above the
rolling clouds, barred off by torrents, shut in by moun-
tain walls, the little station hangs upon its peak be-
tween carth and heaven, with the long, long road of
the famous and perilous track, and the unckarfed
Coral Sea, and the wide streiches of the -equatorial
Pacific, one upon another, between itself and all the
interests, possessions, pleasures of civilisation, Of the
work done in these lcnely and dangercus places-by the
Catholic Mission, ane may speak freely. Of the lives led
by its members the outside visitor must say but little.
There are things too sacred for the cold light of
print, even if those into whose hands the record may
stray could always and everywhere understand. Yet in
these far-away mountain fastnesses of Dilava and
Mafulu, the light shines very clear, irom a heaven that
scems close at hand,
(To be continued.)
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= STUDY OUR WINDOWS i

Our Windows are worth lodking at, having opened up a new Stock of
the LATERT in FOOTWEAR.

Call and inspect, Prices and value

LOFT'S
(near Brown Ewing’s) DUNEDIN,
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EUROPEAN HOTEL

Good Accommodation for Travelling
Public. Best Brands of Wines

" OXFORD” BLUE IS UNEQUALLED [
\ FOR LAUNDRY WORK. ‘
GrorcE STREET, DUNEDIN. | It roakes the clothes white-looking. pure- ;
lnoking, and fresh-looking. It does not |
harm the most delicate fabrics. Its effect | a
on the clothes is healthful and sanitary, LT
|

PROVINCIAL HOTEL
EDWD. McGINTY, PrOPRIETOR.

CLivE SQUARE - Narizzr,
cod Accommodation for Teurists,

and Spirits kept. “KEEN'S OXFORD BLUE has proved ravellers, and Boarders. Brick’
J. MORRISON, ProPrIETOR itse'f to be one of the best plues, IT HAS \ house near Station.
{Late Ranfuriv. Central Otago STOOD ALL TESTS. TERMS Bs per day.

details for complete or part furnishing.
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Wellington’s Busiest Store,

FPazULTLESS FURNITURE |

We stock everything for the home—cottage or mansion.

We offer special advantages to Crstomers who find it inconvenient to visit our Showrooms, by com- %
geasoned and selected timber, and when quality is considered our prices are invariably the lowest, E
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At Our Usual Low Price.

from 12/6 %
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WASHSTANDS

DUCHESSE CHESTS ” 35/-

I

SIDEBOARDS . 83/

KITCHEN DRESSERS ,, 35/-

HALL STANDS w25/

municating with us by post, their wishes will be promptly attended to by an emperenced siaff. Adn
expert will be sent when necessary to any part of the Dominion, to take instructions and arrange

All furniture made from specially

CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION.

VEITCH & ALLAN

Complete House Furnishers and Drapers.
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