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- Science Siftings

By ‘ Vorr.?

First Condeunsed Milk.

The idea of condensing milk to make it keep
better occurred first to a French chemist named Appert,
in 1827. Seven years later the method of evaporating
the milk in rarified air to prevent it from reaching the
boiling point was first used. Commercially the process
was first exploited in the United States, where there are
at present about 50 factories which dispose of 200,-
000,000 pounds of condemsed milk a year, valued at
about £2,500,000.

Ancient Incubators.

Few people who wrestle with the chicken incubator
problem, and often fail to solve it satisfactorily, realise
what an old art it is and how it was brought to a
high state of perfection thousands of years ago by
ancient Chinese and Egyptians. It was an hereditary
profession with both nations, and its secrets guarded
with a zeal which was almost religious and handed down
from father to som. The men who manipulated the
incubators were held in the greatest reveremce and re-
spect. Even before the Freneh Revolution the Paris
markets had incubator chickens, thanks to the Bonne-
main process, which was invented in 1779.

How Diamonds Originated.

Recent scientific authorities are inclining to the
belief that all diamonds came to the earth in meteoric
showers. The theory is the diamond fell to the earth
as & mefeorite at a late peviod of the earth’s formation.
Localities where diamonds are found contain meteoric
masses wiich have penetrated the earth moere or less
deeply. Late discoveries in Arizona seem to indicate
further the ‘heavenly origin’ of our most brilliant
stone, for over the broad and open plains for areas
of miles in diameter several thousand masses of metallic
iron have been scattered. These masses have un-
. doubtedly been meteoric showers. Not long agoe an
enthusiastic mineralogist, working on the mass, cut into
a section and found that the tools were injured by
something harder than metallic iron. He examined
the spocimens chemically and soon announced that the
meteorite contained black and transparent diamonds.
And since then the search for diamonds in meteorites
has occupied the attention of chemists all over the
world. Again, it is claimed that it is possible that
the so-called 'volcanic pipes’ at the Kimberley dia-
mond mines and elsewhere are not voleanic, but © stmply
holes bored in the solid earth by the monstrous meteors,
the larger masses boring the holes, while the smaller
masses, disintegrating in their fall, distributed dia-
monds broadcast.’

Latent Pressure in Rock Strata.

Although all undergreund boring such as mine
galleries are subjected. to the effects of the weights of
overlying strata as a mnabural consequence, it appears
to be found that the eflects which are noeticed in such

cases aro not entirely due to the weight of the soil, sa°

that other causes must be supposed, especially the
action of the latent pressure coming from earth move-
monts which may have been maintained clear up to
the present time. The French scientist, Lapparent,
was led to think that all the rock strata of the globe
are more or less compressed from mechanical movements
which they underwent in the course of ages. Chief
Engineer Morin, of the Levin mines in France, made
some observations on this subject. While mine turmels
wera being put through, or shortly after, Lo noticed
slow movements of the ground, which cannot always be
accounted for by the simple weight of overlying earth.
Certain places showed an abnormal pressure at various
lovels underground, and at other points he found very
great pressures at small depths, and on the contrary
low pressures at great depths. Considering ‘various
observations, he is led to believe in a latent pressure
in rock strata.

Grasp This!

* We specialiss in LADIES’ WEARING AP.
PAREL, and know what the ladies require. WE"
MANUFACTURE. Our 30 machines, driven by gas
power, are hard at it all the year round making gar-
ments under expert supervision. You ladies get the
benefit—right from faétory to home, well-made goods,
with the best of materials.

LADIES' NIGHTGOWNS.
WOVEN— . .
Usual price 5/6, 5/9, 6/11, 7/11, 8/6 to 13/6
Sale price 4/6, 4/11, 6/3, 7/3, 7/6 to 11/6

NUN’'S VEILING, Nobby Trimmings. Real Snips,
Usual price, 22/6 24/6 25/6, 27/6 33/6
Sale price, 15/9, 16/6, 17/6, 18/s, 22/6

FLANNELETTE GOWNS—-

Usual price, 4/9, 5/6, 6/6, 8/6
Sale price, 4/3, 49, 5/9, 7/9

CAMBRIC GOWNS-—

Usual price, 4/3, 5/9, 6/9, 7/6 to 1976
Bale price, 3/11, 5/3, 5/11, 6/6 to 17/6

SEE OUR STOCK OF HAND MADE GOWNS AT
PRICES TO CLEAR.

COME TO THIS BIG HELPFUL STORE.

H. & J. Smith, Ltd.

MANUFACTURERS LADIES’, GENTS' AND
CHILDREN'S UNDERWEAR,

Core and Invercargill.

HERE IS WHAT YOU WANT—

The “ldeal” Baby Gar

LIGHT, STRONG, SIMPLE, ROOMY.

If it were not the BEST it would not be the
“IDEAL.”

The mest Comfortable Draught-proof Folding
Car on the Market.

Pricy " In Dark Enamel, 75/-. Plated Finish, 84/-

WILSCN, FRASER Litd.

DEE STREET INVERCARGILL,

Please mention this paper when ordering,

Photographs!

He may be Prime Minister. That is the privilege of every New Zealand boy.
Photographs that preserve his boyhood will mean a lot to you; so that the
little coilection taken st various ages will @lwave ha o priceless reasure.

Eeep to GAZE & CO.,

. HAMILTON,




