
and as belonging to a period several centuries
fantenor to"

that of Christ. ■ ; The relative anti-quity of certain. of the Buddhist legends hasbeen ;: misdated by -third-rate scholars ;i and accurate
■;scholarship now shows: that the quasi-Christian legends
referred to are mere accretions to be found in no
Buddhist classics earlierr than the fifth century* ' It is
chiefly the legendary features of Buddha's life/ saysAiken, ' many of which are found for the firsttime; only in works of later date than the Gospels, that
furnish the most striking resemblances to certain inci-
dents related of Christ m the Gospels. If there hasbeen any borrowing here, it is plainly on the side ofBuddhism. That Christianity made : its way into
Northern India in the first two centuries is not onlya matter of respectable tradition, but is supported byweighty archaeological evidence. Scholars of recognisedability, beyond the suspicion of undue bias in favor ofChristianity—Weber, Goblet d'Alviella, and others-think it very likely that the Gospel stories of Christcirculated by these early Christian communities in Indiawere utilised by the Buddhists to enrich the Buddhalegend, just as the Vishnuites built up the legend ofKrishna on many striking incidents in the life ofChrist.' The fifth-century sculptures of Gospel sceneson the ruined Buddhist Monasteries of Jamalo-iri, inIs or: hern Pan jab, described in the scholarly work ofFergusson and Burgess, The Cave Temples of India,offer conclusive evidence that the Buddhists of thattime did not scruple to embellish the Buddha legendwith adaptations from Christian sources. On the otherhand, there is not a particle of evidence that Buddhismwas even known—much less that it exerted any influence
—:in Palestine at the time of the birth of ChristianityThere is nothing in Buddhist records,' says ProfAitken, 'that may be taken as reliable evidence forthe spread of Buddhism westward to the Greek world£l?iy /A- th* foundation of the Christian religion,that Buddhist institutions were at that time unknownm the West may be safely inferred from the fact thatBuddhism is absolutely ignored in the literary andarchaeological remains of Palestine, Egypt, and Greece.There is not a single ruin of a Buddhist monastery orstupa in any of these countries; not a single Greektranslation of a Buddhist book; not a single referencein all Greek literature "to the existence of a Buddhistcommunity in the Greek world. The very name ofBuddha; is mentioned for the first time only in thewritings; of Clement of Alexandria (second century)'Prof. J. H. Moulton, M.A., D. Litt., shows con-clusively that lb was a ' Sheer impossibility that theGospel writers could have borrowed from BuddhismAs we have shown, there were at that time no Greektranslations of the Buddhist writings;- and not one ofthe Gosper writers knew a single word of the languagem which Buddhism was enshrined. We Quote Pro*

^6ll"16 th 6 SUPremacy of Christ's teach-mg because there are some parallels to parts of itscattered over the ancient world is not . worthy of onewho claims to speak m the name
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wuxuiiiess matter the gems which couldtake their place in one little corner of the crown ofbrilliants that sparkles on His Head" Since JesT orthe committee of geniuses which we m imaSnTifJesus never existed-knew no other langZf thanotrr th?tebnT o
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S %Y thS mOTe Mtatio» <" S withoutproof of interconnexion" labor lost. Prof. Cumont

bids us discount his own use of modem Christian ter-minology in description of pagan rites as being at best
%& mere trick of style intended to bring out a similarity
- and vividly to establish an approximate parallel. Butan epigram is not a proof, and we must not be in amirry to conclude from an analogy to an influence.'Mr. Rhys Davids, 'Professor of Pali and BuddhistLiterature at University College, London, emphaticallyasserts such comparisons to be 'no longer of any ser-vice ;. and they will be. of worse than no service if weimaging that likeness is any proof of direct relation-ship: that similarity, of ideas in different countriesshows that either the one or the other was necessarilyborrowed. It.is as illogical to argue that coincidenceor beliefs implies a causal connexion between themas to suppose that chalk cliffs in China are producedby chalk cliffs in the Downs of Sussex.' (2) In comparing two religions in order to decide whether eitherborrowed from the other, we must take much moreaccount of differences than of resemblances. The.latter
W l 7 aSt mai°,ty of mere coincidences,but m the former we find the true characteristics ofthe religion. Applying this test the transcendentsuperiority of Christianity is admitted even by the mostenthusiastic devotees of comparative religion MaxMuller himself has said, in

1
his introduction to Usedition of the Sacred Books of the East, that he whoseriously puts forward any of these as a rival of theChris lan Scriptures lacks scholarship, and has dec aedthat it is, sheer futility to assume that the Bible isever to be dazzled by any other sacred book. And onthis point the late Prof. Monier Williams, in a speechdelivered m London, bore this remarkable testimonyWhen I began investigating Hinduism and BuddhismI found many beautiful gems; nay, I met with Scoruscations of true light flashing here and there amidthe surrounding darkness. As I prosecuted my researches into these non-Christian systems, I began tofoster a fancy that they had been unjustly SeatedI began to observe and trace out curious coincidencesand comparisons with our own Sacred Book of theEast 1began, m short, to be a believer in what iscalled the evolution and growth of religious thoughThese imperfect systems,' I said to myself, ''areclearly steps m the development of man's religiousinstincts and aspirations. They are interesting effortsof the human mind struggling upwards towards Chris!

w J'f i 7 J lb IS Prbable that they were all in-tended to lead up to the one true religion and thatChristianity is, after all, merely the climax, the complement, the fulfilment of them all." Nowunquestionably a delightful fascination about such . a
or truth in t But lam glad of this opportunity ofsating publicly that I am persuaded 1 Z miled bltt, attractiveness, and ■ that its main idea is quiteerroneo> After showing m detail the defects ofBuddhism as compared with Christianity, he SSS^
of renJior, 7! entWafc StUdent of the scienceat religion, do you seriously mean to sweep away asso much worthless waste paper all the stately volumes ofSacred Books of the East just published by the Uni-
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XfoTd ' N°-not at -"-nothing of thekind. On the contrary, we welcome these books. WeSrK ™ to study their contents and thank!fully lay hold of whatsoever things are true and ofgood report in them. But we warn him that therecan be no greater mistake than to force these non!
tW (J™? 5 mt° confOTmitj with some scientificHoTvyß°iblee tCent, th6n Pint to theHoly Bible as the crowning product of religious evolu-tion So far from this, these non-Christian bibles areall develops en the wrong direction. They all beainus] TiLtt 1 true Utl and endi">
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you Wlll on tLe left side of yourstudy table, but place your own Ff>i v p;wa «„ *uright side-all 3Se5Sd with degap between. Sir Monier Williams, K C.I E DC LMA was also Hon. LL.D., Calcutta: Hon. Ph D
'

Gottmgen; Hon. Member of the Asiatic Societies ofBengal, Bombay, and of the Oriental and PhiloSphical
and Hon E ° den PrfeSSOr ofand Hon. Fellow of University College, Oxford. From
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