
necessity existed for a change. «The: absenteeism :of
royalty, of the- nobility, and of a largo portion of thegentry,' the circular stated, ' determines a constantwaste of the resources of the country. It enfeeblesalso the public opinion of Ireland, ana thus causes thedisregard which is admittedly shown to that opinion bythe British Legislature and the British public.' Thedocument then goes on to say that the only adequateremedy for the defects of the present arrangementwould be '-a measure which would give to an Irish
Parliament the management of Irish affairs.' , Thisit was further pointed out, 'could be accomplishedwithout any interference with the integrity or unityof Empire by adopting a federal arrangement underwhich the management of all purely Irish affairs mightbe conceded to an Irish Parliament, leaving it still toan Imperial Parliament to control and protect thoseImperial interests in which the three parts of theUnited Kingdom are equally concerned.' To thisdocument there are four hundred signatures, andamongst the first dozen was that of E. H. Carson,C.E., Harcourt street, father of Sir Edward Carson!At that time the present Sir Edward Carson was six-teen years of age, and presumably had come to theuse of reason.' He evidently imbibed some of the ideasof. his liberal-minded father, for he joined the NationalLiberal Club in London after the introduction of theHome Rule Bill of 1886. Sir Edward, as a Unionisthas tried to explain that awkward incident, but hasfailed to do so he hasn't even convinced his friends inregard to that very peculiar business.

A TRIBUTE TO THE IRISH PRIESTS,
a- Xhe

i
f°nwinS tribute to the Irish priests fromSir Mark Sykes, a Conservative M.P., appeared in arecent issue of the London Daily Telegraph ■—' A Cath-olic citizen of the British Empire cannot remain silent

in the face of the statement that the Catholic clergyin Ireland exercise a monstrous despotism over thepeople, that the priesthood is tyrant over the body andsoul of a whole nation, and that loathing and dread ofthe Catholic Church is justifiable in Irish Protestants,burely the history of Ireland for the last 200 years
is a refutation of such cruel libels on the fair fame ofa noble and devoted body of men. Irish priests maybe drawn from a humble class, may be wanting in thatpolish which wealth and ease alone can buy, may be bvnature warm and loyal partisans, but these are faultsso near akin to virtues that no man need be ashamed

7?" m,
any? ne read trough the pages of Lecky,and he will see how through persecution, terrorisminjustice, pestilence, famine, and war one glorious bandof brothers has stood by Ireland's poorest and mostwretched people in the darkest hours of her troubledhistory The native Irish found in the Catholic priest-hood a friend who alone remained to console the dyingto bury the dead to help the living to live, and this fnspite of proscription, penal laws, and a whole libraryof inhuman statutes and enactments. To-day theS IT* Y °f the Idsh Peasants ' their increasingthrift and temperance, are to be attributed to theI?XT* ICt ?ISh P/ are doinS for the Iri* people.In the dark days of civil strife in Belfast it is the priestwho pours oil on the troubled waters-who by cajoleryand entreaties draws the infuriated people either fromthe orange and green fight or from the conflict betweenthe civi power and the strikers. In the foulest slumst*£*■ -E? 6? ATS f6arleSS of sickness and contagion.In the wildest Atlantic weather it is he who leads the

an Irish priest who gives courage to England's CatholicsSdierf P giVGS C °Urage t 0 England's Catholic
of SonaH: ». torn asunder by the machinationsof Nationalist secret societies on the one hand and viru-lent bigotry on the other. I have believed, and Sibelieve, Home Rule to be an impossible dream but Tsubmit that" the cause of the Union is not served eitherby attacks on Christianity in any form or apnea s toS ptpl'ShUld now onl« «55Ttalf-

People We Hear About
A wonderful record African "travel has been setup by Lady Lever, wife of the soap magnate, who hasbeen elected a Fellow ,of ~ the '■ Royal Geographical • So-ciety. She, accompanied her husband> on his 7 recentjourney to the Belgian Congo, a district in which shehas probably made a more comprehensive tour ' than

S° -
l
er EuroP ean; woman. ' Lady Lever travelled7000 miles in Central Africa, crossed the Equator fourtimes, and visited many villages" of -former cannibaltribes, as well as those in which cannibalism is not yetextinct. -• J u

King Alfonso's thirst for information led him re-cently to inspect the new plant of El Impartial, one ofthe principal newspapers of Madrid. In company withCount Romanones, his Prime Minister, the ruler ofbpam went through in succession the editorial rooms,the business offices, and the composing rooms.- In theatter the printers set up in linotype the words: Longlive the King!' which his Majesty, insisted on carryingaway as a souvenir. As he stood watching one of thenew rotary presses at work the . King turned to hisPrime Minister and said: i Ah ! those are ASMachinefor "roasting" politicians.' ™

The Right Rev. Dr. Keating, Bishop of North-S r ad
,

d?v? S d6livered at the Lerment ofLord Stafford, said they were committing to the earth
of

e
the cSfpr lf " raC6 that had wellot the Catholic Church m England. Not for onegeneration or two generations, and not for one centurvZ^lTtUnlS'^\ ior man? cent™es in that tSnfl,raC^ ad

,

held U? undauntedly the banner ofthe Catholic Church. For as many centuries that racebad been as unswervingly loyal to the Church Tit hadbeen to king and country. In the days when to be aCatholic was no longer a title of honor, but of dis
death' a th° hSred ' im ?™™™«* persecution, anddeath—even then this race was more than ever faithfulSt of

r
fi
e tllGy ?eriShed the ht of tbeSaTfespite of fines and imprisonment, and what was perWharder even than those penalties, the being leTfromthL3001! 1:' 6AwMch rank and 2«3

his ?Ztl* l!• 6
m

&!f led the:glorious confession ofePecS VratitnJf °f-, Those > >ere.titles toespecial gratitude, and it was naturally right that ™such an occasion as that the Church frorh his mouthshould give frank recognition to that titlTthat^o^has resigned his See, and has been appointed iftukrMetymn°, S - HIS G--,
P
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ofol County Tipperary, where he was born 67 years Jois a member of a family which has suppHed somehonored names to the Irish priesthood anfepiscopTteat home and abroad. His great uncle on hfiSSSK
om 1825P

to 186?yan,/U
+

led *? di° CeS6 of Limeri <*oaterntl fwto 1864; and two of his uncles on thepaternal side were successive Bishops of Madras Hemade his classical studies at Thurles Seminary and FtSS 8' CaStle]nock
' and after a distinguished ecdtdated in
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ministered a cathedral parish"
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His Grace resides at Thurles. g year--
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w WANTED KNOWN-That Bill-heatMemonam Cards, Concert’ Tickets anda? Panting of every descriptionat the Tablet Office. Moderate rates.

Is, Circulars,
Programmes,
are executed

If you’re living in the country, '
If you re living in the town,Ur if you’ve got just eighteen pence,Or even'half a crown ;For if you have, and winter’s chillAttacks you till you’re very illThat little' stocking’ will procure■ A bottle of Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure

Thomson and Go FOR MONUMENTS AND TOMBSTONESDesign! .Won" ■jStaitoT"’" DUNEDIN,


