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Yather Hoare is new returming from, 1s, I believe,.

the first, at anyrate, of any auration, ho has taken
since his ordinaiion, and the universal wish is that he
i1s so vested and strengthened that for a great many
years we will have the benefit of his services in the
causo of religion.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

{By telegraph, from our own correspondent.)

July 21.

The diocesan council of the Catholic Federation
met on last Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon at
St. Benedict’s Catholic Clubroom. The president (Mr.
James Furlong) was in tho chair, and the secrctary
(Mr. F. Temmn) rcad the correspondence and financial
siatement. A {arge amount of business was transacted.

Allen Doone concluded a fortnight's season on
Saturday night. The pupils of the Marist Brothers’
Sclool presented him wich a fine walking stick, suitably
inscribed.  The Marist Brothers’” Old Boys’' senior
Rugby team, on Saturday night, presented him with
& fine travelling rug. He was an interested spectator
at the Auckland v. Wellington Rugby match on Satur-
day afternoon, and before he lett for Sydney this
evening, the Auckland Rugby Union presented him
with the ball used in the match, which bore a silver
plate with suitable inscription. Yesterday he dined
with his Lordship Bishop Cleary.

On Tuesday evening Rev. Father O'Doherty lec-
tured to the Iloly ¥amily Confraternity on the
H.A.C.B. Society. We are (said the rev. lecturer)
at an important crisis in the history of the Catholic
Church in New Zealand. We are a small percentage of
the population, still we can make ourselves felt. We
have many means at our disposal, but the greatest and
grandest 18 that which joins us together in love for
our faith and fatherland. We have, thank Ggl, here
in New Zealand a society of which every Catholic shouid
feel justly proud. 1 refer, of course, to the Hibernian
Society. This society has done much good in the past
in furthering the cause of Catholicity, and it will be a
powerful factor in the {uture. It will be the drilling
school for these soldiers who must fight out to the
bitter end the Catholic canse. For its members arc
practical Catholics, monthly commuuicants, and it is
such men that are destined to fight successfully tho
battles of the Lord. An individual, no matter how
good and well-meaning he may be, cannot of hLimself
do much, but it is almost incredible what can he done
when s efforts and will are united with those of many.
Take, for instance, a little string of copper, it breaks
ab the first snap. DPut two together, they aro more
difficult to break. Keep on adding till we get a rope
an inch in diameter and it will liold sway over the
tempests. Consequently if you wish to be of any ser-
vice to your religion and your country enlist in the
ranks of the 1I.A.C.B. Society. Cast aside your pre-
judice and your fears; throw in your lot with those
good men and women; swell up the ranks of the
society, and though vou be small in numbers you shall
be great in possibilities. After having spoken on the
common and .individual benefits derivable from the
'society, the rev. lecturer explained the aims, object,
and formation of the society, and concluded by express-

ing a wish that his remarks would lLave their desived
effect. “

LECTURE BY BISHOP CLEARY

{(¥From ouwr own correspondent.)
July 12.

Mis Lordship Bishop Cleary delivered a lecture on
the Bible-in-Schools question “on Wednesday evening
in the large Criterion Hlall, Paeroa, the building being
taxed to its utmost holding capacity. Those on the
r'atform were the Ven. Archdcacon Hackett, Messts.
W. D. Nicholas, George Croshy, P. R. Parker, P.
Treanor, Aitken, and Langford.

Mr. E. W. Porritt, who aceupied the chair, in
introducing his Lovdship, said that Dr. Cleary while
in Dun~din had the reputation of being a very able
journalist and controversialist, and since his elevation

to the episcopate he had proved himself a leader in the
Church.  He (the chairman) had much pleasure in
intreducing Dr. Cleary.

His Lordship’s lecture was on the lines of those
delivered by him in other parts of New Zealand. He
received a very atlentive hearing, and was frequently
and warmly applauded during the delivery of his
lecture.

At the conclusion of his address his Lordship
answered several questions.

On the motion of Mr. J. Nathan his Lordship
received a very hearty vote of thanks for his very able
address.

Bishop Cleary in reply thanked the audience for
the attentive hearing which they had given him, and
asked for a similar compliment te the chairman, which
was carried.

On the following evening bis Lordship addressed
a crowded meeting in Montgomery's Hall, Karanga-
hake, on the same subject. Mr. T. F. Mayn, who
occupied the chair, briefly introduced Rishop Cleary.
In reply to a number of questions, the Bishop said
that ho was always prepared to accept challenges, and
answer any relevant quesiion in a straightforward
mamner; he had never had but one opportunity of
questioning any of the League ruembers, and on that
occasion an Anglican Archdeacon admitted that the
League orator was tangled up. He was prepared to
offer a hall in this or any other district o any League
representative who would stand up to his questions
for an hour, and he would be glad to answer League
questions for two or three hours if required.

Oamaru

(From our own correspondent.)

July 21.

St. Mary’s Dominican College re-opens to-morrow,
and pupils of 8t. Thomas of Aquin’s Boarding Academy
are oxpected to be in residence to-day.

The following results of the theory examination of
tho Associated Board, held in Oamaru on June 7, have
come to hand:——[sabella Farrant, 92 marks; Zita
Veuning, 83; Dolly Keily, 82. Theso young ladies are
all pupils of 8t. Mary’s Dominican College.

The anmal election of oflicers of the loeal branch
of the H.A.C.B. Society took place last week, and
resulted as follows:— President, Bro. L. Hannigan;
vice-president, Bro. A. A. Falconer; warden, Bro. W.
Hilliard ; guardian, Bre. 1. Corcoran ; secretary, Bro.
P. J. Duggan; trcasurer, Bro. W. Veilch; past-presi-
dent, Bro. M. F. Cooney; sick wvisitors— Bros. J.
McMahon, P. Connor, and Jas. Maxwell. The office-
bearers briefly returned thanks, after which the retiring
president, Mr. M. F. Cooney, in an appropriaie speech,
made congratulatory reference to the progress of the
branch during the past year, which had been the most
successful since the society was started here. ITe hoped
the same rate of progress would be maintained in the
coming term, as there is still unlimited material in the
district to work upon, and the aim must be te include
as members every Catliolic young man within a fifty
mile radiug, and as many of the older gencration as
possible. :

At the half-past 8 o’clock Mass at the Basilica
vesterday morning, Rev. Father Farthing announced
that the Right Rev. Mgr. Mackay, V.G., had deter- .
mined that the time had now airived when the com-
pletion of St. Patrick’s Basilica must be pushed on.
A considerable amount of work was to be done, and it
was the Monsignor’s ambition and earnest wish to
sec completed the imposing edifico he had commenced
many yoears ago. As an instance of how much his heart
was in the work, Monsignor Mackay was prepared to
donate £1000 at the laying of the first stone of the
new work, and a further £1000 at its completion, Other
liberal donations promised were announced by Father
Farthing, including £100 from Mrs. (irant, £25 from
Mr. and Mrs. Kellv, and £10 from his own purse.
When finished, the Basilica will be one of the finest
ecclesiastical struetures in the Dominien, and it is to
be hoped that the Monsignor's wish may soon be
gratified.
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