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‘ YoU'-are a wonderful doctor,’ smiled Miss Mil-

som, kissing her. ‘ I haven’t felt so good in years.’
Standing in the playhouse door, her face shining

with a soft light, she watched the alert little figure until
it disappeared from sight.

THE WISDOM OF THE LAW
‘ Gentlemen of the jury,’ said the subtle counsel

for the defence, ‘ I boldly ask for the acquittal of my
client, and shall not rely upon technicalities of the
law. On what grounds, then, do I ask you to pro-
nounce him innocent and set him free? First, I shall
prove to you that when the robbery was committed he
was nowhere near the spot secondly, that the witnesses
who identified him have not proved that he committed
the crime; thirdly, that no part of the stolen property
was found upon him ; fourthly, that it was concealed
upon his person by witnesses for the prosecution;
fifthly, that no robbery took place, and that the goods
said to have been stolen never existed. So, gentlemen,
with the greatest confidence, I,’ etc., etc.

ORIGIN OF SILVER WEDDINGS

The fashion of silver weddings dates, back to the
ireign of Hugues Capet, King of France in 987. Once
•as Hugues was arranging his uncle’s affairs he found
■on one of the estates a servant who had grown gray
in the service of his relative. He had been such, a
friend of his master that he was almost looked upon
as one of the family. On the farm with this old man
was also a serving woman, who was as old as he and
also unmarried, and who had been the most devoted
and hard-working of the women servants of the king’s
ancle. When the king heard these praises of the two,
lie ordered them to be brought before him, and said
to the woman :

‘ Your service is great, greater than
this man’s, whose services were great enough, for the
woman always finds work and obedience harder than
a man, and therefore I will give you a reward. At your
age I know of none better than a dowry and a hus-
band. The dowry is —this farm from this time
forth belongs to you. If this man who has worked
with you five and twenty years is willing to marry you,
then the husband is ready.’

* Your majesty,’ stuttered the old peasant con-
fusedly, ‘ how is it possible that we should marry,
having already silver hairs?’

‘ Then it shall be a silver wedding,’ answered the
king, ‘ and here I give you a wedding ring,’ drawing
a costly ring from his finger and placing the hands of
the thankful old people together. This soon became
known all over France, and raised such enthusiasm
that it became a fashion, after a twenty-five years’
marriage, to celebrate a silver wedding.

STORIES OF WOLSELEY

On .one occasion as the soldiers were dining and the
orderlies were hastening backward and forward with
pails of steaming soup, the late Lord Wolseley stopped
one of them and ordered him to remove the lid. It
was promptly removed.

' Let me taste it,' said the general.
' But, plaze, yer- ' began the orderly.
' Let me taste it, I say !' And he tasted it. ' Dis-

graceful he exclaimed a moment after. 'lt is for
all the world like dishwater.'

' Plaze, yer honor,' gasped the orderly, ' and so
it is!' Dishwater it was.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL MOMENT

Little Edward was very proud of his courage.
"But one day he met a-strange dog and rushed terrified
into the house.

' Why were you afraid, Edward?' asked his father.
' I wasn't'fraid, father. I thought it was a good

-chance for me to try how fast I could —that was
all, dad.'

FAMILY FUN
TRICKS AND ILLUSIONS.

(Special to the N.Z. Tablet by Mahatma.) \. ■
A Very Effective Trick.—: is a new form ofthe popular ' Rising card trick.' Two cards are pre-pared by having a piece of strong elastic connectingthem so that they are about two inches apart. Thesetwo cards are then put together into an oblong envelope

and you are ready to perform. Have a card selected,'
and push this into the envelope between the two pre-
pared cards. The chosen card will carry the elastic
down with it and is held in position by the pressure of
the thumb and finger of the left hand. The right makes
some mystic passes above the card, and the conjurorcommands it to rise. By slightly relaxing the pressureof the finger and thumb the card will emerge slowlyfrom the envelope. It may then be replaced and madeto jump almost to the ceiling by suddenly releasing thehold upon the envelope.

The Four Robbers.—Show four knaves fanwise inthe right hand. Three other cards are concealed behind
the second knave. Remark: Here are four robbers
about to rob this house.' Close up the cards and replace
on top of pack. Remove the top card, and' throwing it
face upwards on the table, say 'This one remains onguard at the hall door.' Take the second card, which
will be one of the ordinary cards from the pack, and
remark, ' This robber enters via the basement, (insertcard near bottom of pack) ; the next (one of the odd
cards) through the drawing-room window (place incentre of pack); the next via the attic window (insertunder the three knaves which are now on top). The
guard hearing the watchman approach, follows (pick
up knave from table and place on top of pack), givesthe signal (ruffle the pack), and all four robbers
assemble. Deal the four knaves upon the table.

Two Cards Placed in Centre of Pack Found onTop.—The trick depends upon the fact that very few
people will remember for any length of time the suit
and value of two cards, say the eight of spades andthe nine of diamonds, without confusing them with
other cards alike in value but of opposite suits. The
difficulty is rendered greater by the fact that the
person upon whom the trick is played is unaware of
its existence. All will be made clear by the following
experiment. Secretly arrange the eight of diamonds
and the nine of spades on the top of the pack, then offer
the eight of spades and the nine of diamonds to one
of the company, asking him to remember them for a few
moments, then to replace them in different parts of the
pack. Ruffle the pack, and show what will appear to
be the same cards on the top of the pack. An im-
provement on this is to attach one pair of cards by
means of a clip to your coat tail. Give the other pairfor examination and to be shuffled into the pack. Then
place the cards behind your back and produce what
will purport to be the two cards just shuffled into thepack.

An Excellent Cark Trick.—-Punch a clean hole,about the size of a pin's head through the centre of a
picture card. This card you place on the top of the
pack. Have a card freely selected and, while this is
being noted, slip the card with the hole in it to the
centre of the pack, and receive the chosen card on
top of it. Seem to replace the upper half on the lower
but really pass it quickly behind same. This leaves
the two cards on top of the pack. Raise the two top
cards together as though they were one and announce
boldly that the picture card is the one which was chosen.
This will of course be disowned. Whereupon the per-former says : ' Very well; we will despatch it.' Here
he takes up a needle in which is a length of thread
knotted. This he passes through the hole in the picturecard. It of course passes at the same time through
the chosen card at the rear. The needle is then passed
through the centre of a borrowed handkerchief,'whichis then allowed to fall over both cards, replaced uponthe pack on the table. When the thread is again raised
the chosen card only is lifted under the handkerchief,the picture card passing over the knot being left uponthe others' on the table. Thus, when the contents ofthe handkerchief are examined a wonderful changehas apparently taken place.
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