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‘ 2 soles with but a single thawt,
,

' 2 harts which beet as 1/ ■
or when he talks of * whirling in the messy darnce,’
or asks rhetorically ‘ shall we sell our birthrite for a
mess of potash.’

THEN HE GAVE IT UP
* What ■ are your husband’s political convictions?’

asked a canvasser of the wife of a working-man voter
recently.

4 My husband ain’t never been convicted,’ said the
woman, with dignity.

‘ No, no; of course not! What I want to know is,
what are his politics?’

■ ‘ I don’t know as he’s got any.’
The leanings of a man’s daily newspaper often

give a clue to his opinions, and the canvasser deter-
mined to put this to the test.

‘ What paper does he take?’ he asked.
. 4 Weekly Joker, of course, regular as Mayday,’

was the reply.

IN DOUBT

‘ I get some funny compliments sometimes/ said
a music teacher laughingly.

‘ The other day I told the mother of one of my
violin pupils that he was improving in his violin play-
ing.. , • • -

-
• /

‘“ls that so?” said she, in a gratified tone; “we
didn’t know whether he was improving or whether we
were getting used to it!”’

NOT 'WANT' BUT 'WISH'
‘ I desire to insert this small advertisement in

your paper to-morrow morning,’ she said.r> This,’ said the advertising clerk, looking it over,
'will go among the “wants.”’

‘Have you no “wish” column?’
* No, mum.’
* Then, sir,’ said the young lady, haughtily, ‘ you

need not insert it, I simply wish a situation as lady
help, that is all. It is not a case of want.’

WITH GOOD REASON

He was a healthy-looking man to be begging, and
the gentleman eyed him suspiciously.

‘ I can’t give you any money,’ he said, sternly.
* A stout, able-bodied fellow like you ought to be
earning a living.’

■ * But I haven’t any work, sir.’
* That’s your own fault, I’ll venture to say. You

lack energy. You didn’t throw yourself into your
work when you did have it.’

‘I wouldn’t like to have done! Nor would you,
sir.’

* Oh, I wouldn’t, eh? Why not?’
‘ Because I was a gravedigger.’

ALL IN A LINE
‘ He’s my ideal and I’m his idol,’ said the girl.
‘ And your love affair?’
‘ Is an idyl.’
‘ And your fiance?’
1 Papa says he is idle.’

FULL ALREADY

A motoring gentleman smashed through a fence at
right angles into a farmyard, and then went crashing
into the pig-stye. In the yard was a man sawing wood
who had a great dislike of motoring. lie watched the
scene with cool irritation, and then cried out:

‘ Hi, hi, ye blind fool. Come out of that! Don’t
ye see the pig-stye is full already ?’

FAMILY FUN
TRICKS AND ILLUSIONS. ; - J

(Special to the N.Z. Tablet by Mahatma.) • t .
A Chemical Trick.—Obtain from your chemist a

shilling’s worth of phenol-pthalien, dissolved in methy- -
lated spirits. Take a tumbler of water and drop a verysmall quantity of the solution into it. Two or three
drops will be quite sufficient. ItWill not affect the color
of the water. A second tumbler is rinsed out with
strong washing soda, or potash. Ammonia would do,
but it gives the trick away by its smell. You are now
ready to perform. Take the tumbler of ‘water’ and
pour its contents into the second tumbler. As fast as
the water flows into the empty tumbler it will become
changed to a delicate claret or darker port-wine color
according to the strength of the solution used. The
result is immediate, striking, and most realistic. The
‘ wine ’ can be turned back again to water by pouring
into a third tumbler which has previously been rinsed
out with an acid, which must, of course, be sufficiently
strong to neutralise the alkali used. The results ob-
tained from this experiment are well worth the, small
expense required to bring them about.

The Villain’s Hand-shake.—This is another trick
performed with the same solution as the above experi-
ment. Pour a little of the solution on a friend’s hand,
telling, him to rub it in well. The performer does the
same with an alkaline solution. The hands appear
quite clean and unstained so far, but when the two
shake hands with a good grip both are covered with a
vivid red,' as if ■ the pressure had been great enough
to force blood from the hands. The stain is quite harm-
less and easily washes off,, particularly so if a little
vinegar is used.

The Magnetized Knife.—This is a very old effect,
but worked in a new and decidedly better way. A
knife is placed on the performer’s left hand. The
hand is turned over quickly but the knife does not
fall. In the old method the left wrist was grasped by
the right hand, the little finger of which' kept the knife'
from falling. In the improved method a second knife
must be placed up the left sleeve. When the first knife
is in position across the hand this second knife is
dropped down over it, thus keeping it in position. If*
your sleeve is not a small one it will be necessary to.
grasp the handle of the second knife with the left
hand, but as it is placed so much further up the arm
the effect is much better than in the old version.

To Pass Yourself Through a Playing Card.—lt
appears ridiculous when you tell your audience that
you can pass your body through a playing card, but
such a feat is quite -simple to perform if you follow
these instructions. Take a playing card and a sharp
knife. Carefully cut the card down the middle leaving
about a sixteenth of an inch uncut at each end. Having
done this fold the card along the slit, take a pair of
scissors and cut the- doubled card alternately from
the edges to within a sixteenth of an inch of the
middle, and then from the middle to the same distance
from the edges. When this is done the card is opened
out into a zigzag band which will be quite wide enough
to pass your body through.

Electricity on the Spot.—lt is said that great
electricians are born not made, but you may some
evening produce the potent power for the amusement
of your friends in the following simple manner:Take a glass tube— gas chimney will serve the pur-
pose admirably. Take also a piece of tinfoil— as
chocolates are often wrapped up in. You require also
a silk handkerchief and a brushone that fits into the
glass. All these things must be quite dry. Warm the
glass by the fire so that all possible moisture may -

evaporate, and place round the middle on the outdareof the glass a strip of tinfoil, half an inch wide. Secure
this with stamp edging. Now from the bottom of the
glass to within an inch of the circular tinfoil gum
another strip of straight tinfoil. Cover the brush with
the handkerchief as if you were going to clean the
glass, and insert it. s Now turn it round vigorously, and
at every revolution a spark of electricity will flash
in the space between the two pieces of tinfoil. To see
these sparks to advantage the gas should be turned low.

We Supply West Coast People with any description of High-class Jewellery made from West
• rr S Wr Coast gold by Expert Goldsmiths in our own workroom,

GILBERT BROS. -THE MANUFACTURING JEWELLERS. GREYMOUTBLGILBERT BROS.-


