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to finish the task and his paper was absolutely correct.
This boy was considered dull and he was two years too
old to be in this standard.’

““Very good, William,”” T said; ‘how did you
manage to do it so quickly !’

* T copied 'em off the clock,”” he answered. .

‘He was the only pupil in the room to notice this
chance.’

A CHANGE OF EMPLOYMENT

When George Stephenson, the famous railway in-
ventor, was once leaving Sheffield for London by the
night mail-coach he jocularly remarked to the coachman
and guard:

‘What is to become of all you saucy coachmen
and guards when the railways are made?

The coachman was equal to the occasion.

¢ Oh, sir,” he replied, ‘ they’ll make civil engineers
of us!’

DID NOT TASTE THEM

An old farmer was invited to attend a party at
the village doctor’s one evening, where there was
musie, both vocal and instrumental ; also refreshments.

On the following morning he met one of the guests,
who said:

‘ Well, how did you enjoy yourself last night. Were
not the quarteties excellent ¥’

‘' Well, really, sir, I can’t say,’” said the farmer,
‘for I didn’t taste them; but the pork chops were the
finest I ever ate.’

THE LONGEST WAY ROUND

Cyclist: ‘' Am T on the Christchurch road ¥’

Farmer: ‘ Yes, you are right enough.’

Cyclist: ‘ How long will it take me to get there, if
I travel at the rate of 15 miles an hour ¥’ :

Farmer: ‘If you continue in the direction you
are going, it would take you more than a year, as you
would have to make a circuit of the globe. Head your
machine in the opposite directicn, and you will probably
get there in about six hours)’

THE TEACHER'S AGE

Mr, Bryan’s stories are topical enough just now in
view of the change in the Presidency.

The teacher in an American school was trying,
apparently in vain, to teach a small scholar the names
of the Presidents in rotation. After repeated failures
she exclaimed irritably :

‘Why, Johnny, when I was your age I could say
the Presidents’ names forwards and backwards, and
begin in the middle and go either way !’

. The teacher, a somewhat elderly lady, was con-
siderably taken aback by the prompt reply:

“Yes; but when you were at school there wasn’t
near so many Presidents !’

NOT DONE IN A HURRY

At a lecture a well-known authority on economics
mentioned the fact that in some parts of Australia the
number of men was considerably larger than that of
women, and he added humorously:

‘I can therefore recommend the ladies to emigrate
to that part.’

A young lady seated in one of the last rows of
the hall got up and, full of indignation, left the room
rather noisily, whereupon the lecturer remarked:

‘I did not mean that it should be done in such a
bhurry !’

WANTED ENOWN-That Bill-heads, Circulars,
Memoriam Cards, Concert Tickets and Programmes,
and General Printing of every description are executed
at the Tablet Office. Moderate rates.
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FAMILY FUN \g

TRICES AND ILLUSIONS.

(Special to the N.Z. Tublet by Mamatma.) -~

Heads or Tails.—This is an easy catch. The per-
former takes a florin, spins it on the table, and without
looking at it, announces to the company whether it
has fallen head or tail uppermost. He is able to do
this any number of {imes. In order to perform this
mysterious feat all that is necessary is to notch a little
piece cut of one side of a florin. When the florin falls
on the table, the notched side will have a very different:
sound to the other side. This trick must be performed
on the hare table.

Silver to Gold.—Feld each of two squares of paper
into a kind of pocket, and paste the backs together,
In one side insert a half-sovereign, and you are ready
to perform. Borrow a sixpence, show the spectators
the side of the paper which is empty, and place the
sixpence in it, Fold the paper up and lay it upon the
table. = Making some mystic passes with the hands,
open it at the side which contains the half-sovereign.
To show your power of re-converting gold into silver,
reverse the process and again produce the borrowed
sixpence, )

The Three Pieces of Apple.—Place three pieces of
apple upon the table, a little distance apart. Borrow
three hats and place one hat on each plece of apple.
Now with a little cheerful ‘patter’ take up the frst
hat, and, removing the piece of apple, place it in your
mouth and let all see that you swallow it. After that,
take up the second hat and swallow the morsel which
was under that. Do the same to the third piece of
apple. Now ask the company to choose which hat
they would like to see the three pieces of apple appear
under. When one hat has been chosen, calmly take
it up and place it on your head.

A Swiprising Card Trick.—Take four cards from
the top of the pack, and hand them to a member of the
company, asking him to mentaily ncte one of these and
relurn them to you. Place these [ace downwards in your
left. hand, Take the next four cards and offer them to
another person in like manner. Repeat tho procedure
with a third and fourth group of four. Wken all the
sixteen cards ave in the left hand, deal them out upon
the table, face upwards, in four heaps. Now ask each
person in which heap his card is. The card which the
fivst person chose will he the uppermost of his Leap,
that of the second person, second on his heap, and
so on. It will sometimes oceur that two of the ecards
chosen are in one heap, but the rule will still apply.
Should there only be three persons to choose cards you
should give them thiee cards each and deal in three
heaps.

Ink to Water,—The effect of this illusion is as
follows :—A glass full of ink is shown to the company.
A playing card is dipped into the fluid, and when
brought out tie portion inserted into the tumbler is
found to be quite black, proving conclusively that the
glass contains genuine ink. A handkerchief is next
placed over the tumbler, and upon withdrawing it
the ink is found to be changed to water, with goldfish
swimming about in it. The trick is very easy to work.
The apparatus consists of a tube of black silk made to
fit the inside of the tumbler exactly. Tt is but a few
minutes’ work to make this. When the lining is in
place, the glass is filled with water, and some small
pieces of carrot, to represent pold fish, are inserted.
The card which the performer inserts into the tumbler
is prepared. Two cards are pasted back to back, and
half of one of these cards is painted black. The two
cards will, of course, have to be of the same valugy,
The card is inserted iuto the tumbler clean face towards
the audience, and it is quickly turned round and with-
drawn with the Dlackened side showing. When the
handkerchief is placed over the tumbler, all the per-
former has to do is to catch hold of the silk lining under
the folds of the handkerchief and withdraw it. This
latter move will be simplified if the lining has a piece
of black thread attached to it, and carried outside the

glass. The performer can then more readily remove
the lining.
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