* On the Land |

GENERAL.

The best way to draw a rusty nail is to drive it in
a little first. ‘ '

To prevent potatoes sprouting, Dr. Schiller of
Brunswick (Germany) recommends placing them on a
layer of coke. The oxidation of the coke produces oxides
of carbon and sulphur, and these mixing with the air,
" retard the sprouting.

Compost made by mixtures of all sorts of vege-
table refuse, dead leaves, household refuse, etc., are
valuable, their quality depending on their composition ;
they are more especially suitable for gardens and
horticulture than for general farm practice.

Green manuring constitutes a form of organic man-
uring. A leguminous crop collects in its roots a con-
siderable proportion of nitrogen from the air, and when
a crop of that nature is ploughed under the following
crop gets the benefit of the collected nitrogen, but here
again the necessity of applying phosphate and potash
should not be overlooked.

Fish guano, - wool waste, horn shavings, dried
blood, rape cake, are all useful forms of organic
manures, supplying, during decomposition, nitrogen to
the erops. With these waste substances it is important
to remember their poverty in phosphoric acid and
potash, so that wher applying waste organic substances,
some phosphate and potash should also be used.

There were only average yardings in all depart-
ments at Burnside last week, whilst the quality of the
fat cattle and fat sheep was not up to the standard of
late sales, The fat cattle forward totalled 180 head,
and these consisted for the most part of cows and
heifers, with a few pens of medium to good quality
bullocks. Butchers’' stocks were heavy, and prices all
round were considerably below previous week’s rates.
Bullocks sold at from £10 10s to £11 10s; extra, to
£12 15s; medium, £9 to £10; light, £7 10s to £9;
good heifers, £7 10s to £8 5s; medium, £5 10s to £7.
Of the fat sheep forward (3857), a good proportion
were aged and inferior ewes. Prime ewes and wethers
sold at prices on a par with previous week’s vates, but
light and inferior sheep were 1s 6d to 25 easier. Prime
wethers sold at from 22s 6d to 24s; extra, to 27s 3d;
medium, 20s to 21s 6d; light, 183 to 19s 6d; prime
ewes, 20s to 21s 6d; extra, to 29s; medium to good,
18s to 19s 6d. There was an entry of 2600 fat lambs.
Prime lambs sold at from 17s to 18s 8d; extra, to 253
3d; medium, 15s to 16s 6d. There was an average
entry of pigs, and prices were on a par with those
ruling at recent sales. )

At Addington last week there were again heavy
yardings of sheep of all classes, and a good entry of
fat cattle. Fat lambs sold well but irregularly, and
fat pigs were easier. Fat wethers sold at about pre-
vious week’s rates, and cwes were easier, For fat
lambs the fluctuation was equal to about 1s 6d per
head. A few show lambs sold up to 26s 6d. Tegs
made 18s 6d to 22s 9d; ordinary freezers, 16s to 18s;
and lighter, 14s to 15s 6d. In fat cattle the range of
values was from 19s to 27s per 100lb, according  to
quality. Steers realised £8 bs to £127 extra, £15 5s;
hetfers, £6 5s to £9 Bs; and cows, £5 123 6d to £9
15s. In the fat pigs’ class choppers made £3 to £5
7s 6d; heavy baconers, £3 to £3 11s; and lighter sorts
£2 10s to £2 17s 6d; equivalent to 43d to 53d per Ib,
according to quality. Heavy porkers brought £1 18s
to £2 45, and lighter, £1 13s to £1 17s, equal to 5%d

per lb. Large stores realised £1 13s to £2 6d ; medium
sorts, £1 2s to £1 9s,

THE RUAKURA RUST-RESISTANT OAT.

The Ruakura Farm of Ynstruction (writes our
Hamilton correspondent) has produced by selection an
oat which is, without any doubt, the most highly disease
resistant oat ever grown in New PFealand. The oab
originated in the year 1908 when Mr. A. W. Green
gselected a single héad from a crop of the Argentine

variety. He also made over 1000 other single head
selections in the same year, but the results obtained
from none of these was equal to the original head from
which the ‘Ruakura Rust-Resistant Oat’ has been
developed. In 1912 enough seed had been saved to
sow five acres, and the crop when harvested this season
yielded 99 ‘bushels to the acre (90 of the first class
oat and ninc bushels of seconds). The variety from
which the Ruakura oat was originally selected was
sown alongside this year’s crop with the result that
the unselécted oat was completely destroyed by rust
and a fungoid disease brought on by the wet season.
The fact that the Ruakura cat was undamaged epeaks
well for its disease resisting qualities. At harvesting
time the oat was subjected to a week’s rough wet
weather without any practical damage, while another
crop of ocats adjoining was turned a very dark color,
and rendered useless for threshing, The oat is light
in color and of a very fine quality, the weight of an
imperial bushel measure being 48lb. It is not intended
to place the Ruakura rust-resistant oat on the market
this season, but free samples may be obtained b
farmers on application. No .more than one pound 1
supplied to any one applicant, Samples of this oat are
now being distributed to all parts of the world, in
order that it may be thoroughly tested.

SEED CHANGING.

The fact that crops run out on farms if we keep on
using our own seed continuously is one of the pheno-
mena which have never yet been explained satisfac-
torily. New varieties are always brought out by im-
provers, but many of them tend cu die out after a year
or two and have to be resuscitated, as it were, by ‘bring-
ing in fresh seed again; in other words, a variety runs
out. Against this there is the fact that the continuous
selection from the best crops is one of the methods of
improving any particular variety, and in this way a
crop can he regenerated, and some of our best varieties
of corn have been brought into existence in this. way.
Notwitllstanding this, there is the fact that perpetually
growing the same class of seed on the same farm tends
Lo depreciation in the value of the crop. Most people
have found out that, change is good, and if any par--
ticular variety has been found to do hetter than others,
then it is wise to go back to the same source when re-
generation is required.

As a rule it is a good plan to get seed from a
better soil and climate than one’s own. 1In the case
of the corn crops, however, it has been found that
the heavier grain per bushel is not always the hest to
sow for raising a gowd cfop, and one of the anomalous
things that one finds in farming is that the small-sized
seed which is sifted out of the bulk is found to be
heavier per bushel, and wjll actually give the best crop
sometimes ; possibly this Ynay be due to the fact that
the kernels in the small grain are very often as large
as these in the larger grain—the difference in size being
really due to the difference in the size of the chaff
scales; in any case, however, it is a good plan to have
fresh seed at frequent intervals and to have a change
from one to another to find out which is the bgst one
to adopt for future use. A farmer might select a
grain or two of his very best crop and prepare it for

seed purposes, and thus follow a scheme of regeneration
in a small way,

‘See that man over there,” said the man in a
tramcar, pointing to a wan-faced fellow traveller,
young yet bent almost double. * Well, I was like thad
only a year ago—bent up with Rheumatism and racked
with Sciatica. Now look at me—I've not a trace of
the old trouble. I'm quite hale and hearty—thanks to
RHEUMO. 1 tried scores of things before RHEUMO,
but they did me no good. If ever you get Rheumatism,
Gout, or Lumbago, RHEUMO will cure you. Thous-
ands testify to the wonderful qualities of RHEUMO.
It removes the cause of the trouble; drives the urie
acid from the system, and brings relief and cure.’ Of
all chemists and stores, 2/6 and 4/6."

N. D. Stubbs

WATCHMAKER, JEWELLER, axp OPTICIAN.
THE SHOP FOR PRESENTS.
!

Renowned for Moderate Prices.
THE SQUARE, PALMERSTON NORTH,



