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History of Rome and the Popes in the iddle Ages.
By Hartmann Grisar, 8.J. Authorised English
translation by L. Cappadelta. Vol I1I. London:
Kegan Paul.

This sumptuous volume, with its handsome bind-
ing, its excellent paper and large and attractive type,
its numerous, appropriate, and in some instances superb
illustrations, and its wide range of interesting subject
matter, deserves to the full the warm welceme extended

- to its piedecessors. It is written in the same carelul

spirit of serupulous fidelity to fact. ‘ The sources which
have supplied us,” says the author, ¢ with material for
our History of Rome and the Popes are very different
from that fictitious literature which falsely claims the
right to rank among the sources of history. Even
when we have been compelled to have recourse to works
in which truth is mingled with error, we have at least
endeavored to sift conscientiously what is trustworthy
from that which is net. All we have hitherto said
concerning the Papacy and the Eternal City has in-
variably been based on the real sources of historical
knowledge—on official and contemporary documents of
the Popes, on monuments whiclh ave still before our
eyes, and on the statements of the best informed and
most veracious chroniclers. Our historical narrative
will continue to proceed on these same lines.’

The present volume opens with an account of
Western monasticism, and its relations to the Holy

Bee. Then we have an account of the Popes from |

Virgilius to Bt. Gregory I, followed by a description
of the churches and other public buildings in and about
Rome as. they appeared during that period.  After
that there is described for us the beginning of the
downfall of the imperial power by the irruption of the
Lombards into Italy. The final section deals with * the
progressive decline of civil order and Roman culture’
on the one hand, and with *the signs of life in the
Roman Church’ on the other. A succinet account
is given of the evidences of the Roman Primacy in
various countries, and among the Franks in particular.
The following paragraph will serve as a specimen
of the author's style, and is valuable as showing the
part played by the Papacy, then as now, in maintaining
the unity and stability of the Church: ‘The historic
part in history already taken by the Papacy warranted
the assurance that the Church of Rome would prove
equal to all future tasks. Unprecedented difficulties,
both from within and from without, had been overcome
by the marvellous power of the Primacy. Thanks to
the Popes, the Church had brilliantly demonstrated
that she could stand alone, though the Roman Empire,
upon which she had once reckoned for support, was
fast sinking into ruin. Ard not only did this mighty
body preserve its footing, but with the help of the
spirit of unity infused into it from Rome, at the down-
fall of the ancieat policy and civilisation it was able to
save for futurity the best elements of the past.’
The next volume is to deal with the work of
Gregory the Great—' the same Pope who, through his
efforts on behalf of the spiritual welfare of the new
nations when the ancient world was crumbling to

ﬂeces, laid the foundation of the new world of the |

iddle Ages’—and it will be awaited with much
interest. Each volume has a copious summary of con-
tents, as well as a carefully compiled and accurate

index. Price, 153 nst.
The Truth of Christianity. By Lt.-Col. Turton,
D.8.0. Wells Gardner, Darton and Co., Ltd.,

3 and 4, Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C.

This is an examination of the more important
arguments for and against the truth of Christianity,
written by a Protestant layman but from such a broad
and general standpoint as to be acceptable to and
available by the members of all Christian bodies. The
oply fault we have to find with the volume is its
modesty-—a rare emough guality in books nowadays,
but one which, if it is not actually out of place, is at
least not specially called for in the present compila-
tion. Thus the author, after setting forth a telling

array of arguments proving that the four Gespels are
absolutely authentic, is content to draw the conclusion,
¢ Therefore the trutk of the Christian religion is ex- -
tremely probable.” He is warranted in going a good
deal further ihan thal; and we would be glad to hope
that in future editions he will see his way to draw the
stronger inference that he is manifestly entitled to
draw. For the rest, the book has been received with
a chorus of commendation from all quarters, in which
we cordially join. Not a difficulty has been shirked or
evaded; and while there is solid matter worthy the
attention of the irained theclogian the work is written
in a clear and popular style which makes it intelligible
to all. The success of the book may be gathered from
the fact that it is now in its twentieth thousand. The
type is clear and large: and the work is furnished with
an admirable index. We very heartily recommend the
volume. DPrice, 25 6d.
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Hamilton

{From cur own correspondent.)
April 19.

A very enjoyable social was held in the clubroom
on Friday, 11th inst., under the auspices of the Cath-
olic Young Men’s Club. Voecal items were contributed
during the evening by Messrs. L. O’Malley, C'. Norries,
and J. Lynch.

Mr. Fred Pollard has started business at Ngarua-
wahia. His departure will be much felt in the parish,
as he took a very practical interest in Church-matters,
and was one of the collectors in the Church of Our Lady
of .the Rosary. He also tock a very prominent part
in the affairs of the Young Men’s Catholic Culb.

On Sunday evening at the Church of Our Lady
of the Rosary Miss Ina Bosworth, the gifted young
Auckiand violimist, contributed two violin solos, with
great  devotional feeling.  Mrs. Cyril Towsey sang
Gounod’s * Ave Maria,” to which Miss. Bosworth played
a violin obligato. The offertory was generously donated
by Dean Darby to the funds organised to send the young
violinist Home to enable her to complete her musical
studies. :

Temuka

(From our own correspondent.)
. April 24,
Mr. W. Spillane, a prominent member of the local
Catholic Club, and aun all-round athlete, has been
nominated for a seat on the Temuka Borough Council.

The Children of Mary 1ntend holding a social on
Tuesday evening, and judging by the manner in which
members are working the function should eclipse any
that has yet been held.

TLe Catholic Club opened its current session on
Tuesday last, when about 20 members attended. The
programme consisted of a mock banquebt, and a very
long toast list was gone through. Musical items were
given by Messrs. Keen, G. and W. Bpillane, F. O’Coun-
nell, and W. Fitzgerald, and were much appreciated.
Mr. Keen received a hearty vote of thanks for acting
as accompanist throughoui. Altogether, the opening
meeting was a great success,

In tent and gunyah, cot and hall,
In whare, boat, or camp,
The name of ‘* Woods >’ is known to all—
Each bottle bears the stamp.
Wherever men and women live,
Either on sea or shore,
They know for coughs the thing to give
Is Woods' Great Peppermint Cure.

WANTED ENOWN-—That Bill-heads, Circulars,
Memoriam Cards, Concert Ticketa and Programmes,
and General Printing of every description are executed
at the Tablet Offico. Moderate rates.

C. M. Simpson

MONUMENTAL WORKS -
Cemetery work completed in any part of the district. (Established 1873.)

- COLINGWOOD STREET, NELSON.



