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The Oamarw Mail of the same date is equally out-
spoken. ~‘ We are at a loss,” it says, ‘to describe last
mght’s produclion, ‘The Monk aud the Woman.” 1t
is not melodrama—though mellew enough in parts—nor
is it farce; it 15 an injudicious combination of these
two—injudicious because there is the desire to be
mirthful where the aullior intended to irapress.  The
writing itsclf 1s all well enough, in fact there are many
glimpses of liberary merit in the work discounted by
surprising lapses inte Dbanalicy. The drama purports
to be historical, dealivg witli-the F¥rench court, and
ventures upon relhigious topies mm such o manner as
cannot but.be uwnpaintable to a numerous body in the
community. There 1s little justificatien for the work,
and, despite capable bandling last might, 1t fatled to
convince ; 16 gained no grip. The acting on the
wlhiole is good, several of the principals showinz more
than usual ability, and it 1s a pity that they are asked
to struggle against such odds as the drama presents.’
The Mail gave no report at all of the sccond night
performance; and in discussing the different members
of the cast both the Camaru papers completely ignored
the existence of the ‘funny’ character, the imperson-
ator of the gluttenous monk.

The Dunedin Awening Star, which deservedly
ranks as an cxpert in the malter of theatrical criticisni,
has the followig m the course of a consplcuously just
and impartial esilmate of the producticn: © An objec-
tion presents itself at the very outset. The first act
deals largely with life in a wmonastery. Such a scene
is inherently difficult for a playwright—diilicult in that
he can scarcely hope to get the religious atmesphere
on a stage, difficult also because a mixed audience dees
nob understand monastic routine, and speclally diffienit
when, as in this case, a comic monk who paraphrases
Captain Marryat's joke about “‘such a litile one
shares with the devout principal the duty of diseiplin-
ing Brother John for having looked at & woman, Fven
a non-Catholic must admit that there iz a visk of
offending the luws of good taste and falrness In parading
on % stage the contentious subject of menkish celibacy,
and the act of Divine adoration in private as dis-
tinguished from public worship is not a proper topic
for any drama. It jars on sensitive feelings. .
Our point is that there is really vo nced to drag on
the sacred element at all.  As much of the monastery
life as iz really nceessary to the play could bhe shown
without giving ofience excent on general grounds. The
scene of Liaue taking refuge there, and f{alling in love
with Brother Paul, and the infrusion of the guard,
and the wedding before the altar--thesc ave excusable,
even if of doubtiul propriety. Tlie quarrellings of the
monks, the devotional exervcises, the high-pitched cx-
clamations of horror at the mere mention of '‘woman,”’
and the gibes about ghutiony, could be vory well dis-
pensed with.” Xven the much boomed carthquake scene
seems to bo something of a fiasco—at lcast as it was
given on the Duncdin first night appearance.  Our
Dunedin evening contemyorary thus makes merry over
this part of tho performance: * The idea of the carth-
quake may be worth considering, but as carried out
it was ridieulous. The audience heard the stage handa
summoned to quarters, and got a glimpse of the opera-
tions in the rear, and the pillars broke from their tops
instead of being shaken at the base. The climax {n
the play would have been mo more ahsurd if instead of
an earthquake the corps drameatigue Lad been simul-

taneously disabled hy appendicitis.’
#*
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It is, of course, the duty of the press to be per-
fectly candid in their notices of theatrieal cnterfain-
ments, hut it is a duty which is, as a rule, more hongred
in the breach than in the observance, and the journals
we have quoted certainly deserve thanks and credit
for their straight and honest speaking on this occasion.

HELD OVER
Owing to oxireme pressure on our space late re-
ports from Timaru and Palmerston North and = quan-
tity of other matter are unavoidably. held over.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIM

Rev. Father Buckley celebrated Mass at the Terri-.
torial Camp at Suiton on Sunday. ‘

The Souwthland Daily News reports that his Lord-
ship Bishep Verdon acministered the Sacrament of
Counfirmatiorn on BSunday afterncon in 8t, Mary’s
Chureh, lnvercargill, to about 200 candidates. = His
Lordship was assisied by Very Rev. Dean Burke, V.F.,
and Hev. Father Woods.

On Sunday, the feast of the TPatronage of 'St.
Joseph, there was Solemn High Mass at eleven o’clock
in St. Joseph’s Cathedral. HKev. Father Colling (Holy
Cross College) was celebrant, Rev., Father Liston
(Rector Holy Cross College) deacon, Rev. Mr.
Kaveney (tlely Cross College) subdeacon, and Rev.
Father Corcoran master of ceremonies. A sermon on
* 8. Joseph ' was preached by the Rev. Father Cor-
corall.

On Sunday evening after Vespers the members of
St. Josepl’s Uathedral Choir presented Mr. R. De-
vaney, a prominent member of the cholr, with a set
of carvers, iu connection with his recent marriage.
My, J. Flynn, in making the presentation, referred to
the cxcellent services given by the reciplent in the
rendering of the music of the Church. or. Devaney
briefly tuanked the membars for their very handsoma
present, and said be hoped to be with them for many
vears to come.

ST. JOSEPH'S LADIES’' CLUB.

Tho annual report and balance sheet of  St.
doseph’s Laaies’ Ciub fer the year ended March 31
were read and adopted at Lhe neeting - held in St.
Joseph's Llall on \Wednesday evening of last week.
Tho connmitee 1n their report said:—It was to be
regrotted that ihere was such a considerable falling
aif in the sucemburship, and the committee hope that
the membors will do all they can this year to increase
the wiembership and alse to further the usefulness of
thre club.  Farly last year the president (Mrs. Jack-
sunj lefl for a4 wip to the Oild Country, and we are
giad to welcome her ouce more amnongst us. During
her abscenee the werk in connection with the club was
carried out by the vice-president, Mrs. Stone. During
the year, owing te the resignation of the secretary,
Miss Salmon was elected to the position. The best
thanks of the club are due te Mr. Spain (debating
instructor) and Mr. U, Tarleton (gymnastic instructor)
for the valvable assistance given by them during the
22a8011. )

The clection of officers for the current year re-
sulted as follows:—President, Mrs. Jackson (re-
clected); secretary and treasurer, Miss E. Salmon;
committee - Bbisses Duhig, Curran, Johnson, Fogarty
(re-elected), Mrs. Salmon and Miss (O’Rourke,

Hamilton

(By tclegraph, from our own correspondent,)
April 15.

A branch of the Catholic Federation has been
formed at Hamilten., The following were elected to the
parish commizice :—President, Very Rev. Dean Darby;
vice-presidents, Messrs. Andrew Casey and Edward
Jones; sceretary, Mr. Joseph Duffy; treasurer, Mr.
J. B. Ilooper; members of committee—Messrs Charles
Lafferty, John Hair, Leo (V’'Malley, Michael O’Leafy,
Michael McCarthy, Patrick Sweeney, Misses Madeline
Swan, Theresa McCarthy.

RONALD STEWART TESTIMONIAL FUND -

oy

We have received a postal note for 5s from ¢ S)'m-
pathiser * for the ‘ Ronald Stewart Testimonial Fund.'
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