
NEW ZEALAND TABLET22 Thursday, January 4, 1912.

Intercolonial
■- Right Rev. Mgr. O’Haran has been - appointed by
his Grace • the Archbishop, of Sydney Administrator of
St./ Mary’s Cathedral and Secretary of the diocese.

; Signor Vitor Dammacco, a member of the Melba
Opera Company, died at Melbourne on December 13.
A Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of the: de-
ceased was celebrated in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, in the
presence of a very large congregation, including the
members of the company, who sang the music.

The Bathurst diocese has lost a distinguished priest
in ..the Very Rev. Dean McAuliffe, P.P., of Forbes):
who died on December 17 at the age of 68. The Dean
was a model priest, with a very wide influence. In
the Forbes district he was the counsellor* of all creeds
and classes? Even in business matters, it was the prac-
tice of nearly everyone to consult the Dean before
taking any important steps. The deceased arrived in
Bathurst from Ireland in 1867, and was administrator
in the Bathurst parish until about 1874. Then for four
years he filled the position of president of St. Stanis-
laus’ College. About 1882, he was appointed parish
priest of Forbes, and later on was elevated to the
position of Dean, which he filled up to the time of his
death. -

The many friends throughout Australia of Dr, N.
M. O’Donnell, president; of the United Irish League
in Melbourne, will learn .with regret of the death of his
universally respected wife at the comparatively early
age of 47 years (says the Advocate). The sad event
occurred at her residence, Victoria street. North Mel-
bourne, on December 9, after an illness of a couple of
months. Mrs. O’Donnell, , only surviving daughter of
the late Peter and Catherine Bruen, of Carlton, was a
native of New Zealand, but came to Victoria with her
parents when very young. Her zeal in the interests
of Catholic education and of Catholic charities gener-
ally was at all times manifested in a hearty and prac-
tical manner. Though not physically robust,; she
possessed an amount of mental • energy, coupled with
rare organising ability and a capacity . for work that
was. largely the means of substantially reducing many
a formidable debt. : ?

The reading of the annual school report concern-
ing the progress of the primary schools of the archdio-
cese of Melbourne occupied the Synod in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral recently, at which his Grace the Archbishop
presided. Amongst the leading features of this im-
portant document were;—Cost of Maintenance—
Teachers’ salaries and allowances during year ending
September 30 amounted to £28,386. New School
Buildings —Independently of the sites and playgrounds,
the new school buildings erected during the year have
cost £13,008. The number of primary schools in the
archdiocese of Melbourne is 102. The teachers com-
prise : Brothers of religious Orders, 34; nuns, 245 ;

secular teachers, 153; and visiting teachers, 47. The
total number of pupils taught during the year was
23,049, of whom 20,163 were taught in schools pre-
sided over by members of religious Orders, and 2886
in schools taught by lay men and women.

A link with the past history of the Order of Mercy
was severed on November 29, when Mother M. Cath-
erine, of the Convent of Mercy, Adelaide, was calledto her reward, at the ripe old age of 85 years. The
deceased religious was born at Dublin in 1827, and she
entered the mother house of the Order in 1849, havingbeen preceded thither by two of her sisters. Duringthe progress of the Crimean War, in 1854, in responseto an appeal from the British War Office, a contingent
of the Sisters of Mercy sailed from London for the seatof war, to tend the suffering and wounded soldiers.Later on in the same year, a second band was chosen,
Mother Catherine among the number, but to her keen
disappointment, illness prevented her accompanying the
devoted band. In January, 1856, at the invitation of
the late Rev. Father Fahey, 0.P., five Sisters, amongthem the late Rev. M. Evangelista and M. Catherine,

left; Dublin .for Buenos : Aires. Shortly after their
/arrival, the most dreaded of all : scourges (yellow'fever)
broke out, and the services of the Sisters were called
into requisition. They labored day and night endeavor-
ing to alleviate the sufferings of the -victims of the

/plague, which was decimating the population. " Soon
the care of .the Lazaretto ■ (fever; hospital) was given to
the Sisters, and; in response to an urgent appeal, they
were -reinforced by three Sisters ■ from ~[ Bagot street.
Subsequently a hospital was; built adjacent to the con-
vent, and when the dreaded cholera broke out in 1871,

i: it /was utilised for victims ;of ; the awful : visitant;
; The Sisters left Argentina for Adelaide in 1880,?so that
Mother Catherine; was among the pioneers in two coun-
tries, and during her 31 years' sojourn in Adelaideshe labored with her- accustomed assiduity in the schools
and as a music teacher,: for she was a gifted musician,and for many years was -the convent organist. :'/;;-*••--■
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The following letter has been; sent by the Irish
envoys to the Southern Cross Adelaide, in connection
with their recent tour of South; Australia: -

Dear Sir,—Having concluded our work in South
Australia, we desire, through your columns, toI extend
our sincere thanks to all those who helped to make our
mission in the State the success it has been. South
Australia has every reason to feel proud of the noble
part it has taken in supporting the final appeal of Ire-
land for helj) in her national struggle. Its response

, exceeded our expectations!"" and comparesVmost favor-
ably with the most successful results elsewhere.

.
-.

: 'lt would not be possible, in a short letter, tomake mention of. all those good friends,, or of those
varied organisations, that did so much for our mission.
To the Irish Associations in the different centres, to our
committees, to the press, to the clergy, and to the publicin general, our thanks are due. We beg also to thank
your journal, especially, for its yeoman services to our
cause, and we wish it a long career of usefulness and-
prosperity. , \ ,:-;, -...'■- ;/
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Our friends will be pleased to hear that alreadyover £20,000 has been collected in Australasia during"
our present mission; ; '/..■■"/ -', i ; -

x Faithfully yours,—Richard Hazleton, : W. A. Red-
mond; John T. Donovan, Melbourne, December 5.'

? The envoys resumed their tour of Victoria earlylast month. Messrs. Hazleton, Redmond, and Donovan
addressed an enthusiastic audience in St. Patrick's Hall,Ballarat, on December 6. His Lordship Bishop Higginspresided. A sum of £IBO was received at the meeting.On the following evening Mr. Hazleton spoke at Foot-scray, when a sum of £75 was collected. -On December
7, Messrs. Redmond and Donovan held a meeting inCasterton, when the collection in aid : of the Home Rule
fund totalled £BS. A sum of £SO was subscribed at a v

meeting on December 7, in SEepparton, which was ad-dressed by Mr. Hazleton, who delivered an address onthe following evening at Chiltern, where the cash andpromises amounted to £IOO. ,v
-

.

The Irish envoys were in Sydney during the weekbefore Christmas■;having made a break inX their Vic-torian tour in order to spend the holidays : with Mr.James Dalton, of Orange. Their*tbur/(says the Cath-olic Press) has so, far been strikingly .successful. Mr.
'"'

Richard Hazleton; M.P., addressed "a very enthusiastic
meeting at Dalyston, when £SO was collected, * and -
Messrs. W. A. Redmond, M.P., '.and J. T. Donovanvisited Warrnambool, addressing a well-attended meet-
ing in the Town Hall, when £9O was subscribed. Theenvoys return to Victoria on January 7. -

Dr. Michael' Francis "Moloney, -of DungarvanCounty Waterford, -has-been elected Coroner for WestWat'erford by>ls votes to 14 for Dr. Dennehy, of 5 Lis-more. He has not yet completed his 23rd year, and
is therefore., probably the voungest Coroner in Irelandor m the United ..Kingdom/ :He is amative of Dun-garvan.


