
Growth of the Church in America

In the course of his: sermon in the Cathedral, Balti- ?

more, on X the'first " Sunday of October," his Eminence ,
Cardinal Gibbons, gave public expression to his grate- v

ul. appreciation of the civic ? celebration held in : his
honor during the summer, and referred to, the religious
festivities which were to be held during the week begin-
ning October 15. He made a comparison of the condi-
tions of the Church at the beginning of his' career and at
the present time. In the course of this historical resume
he said: ~

*
~" : r'r:.~

-i::h All the priests that were ordained for this diocese
with me, and before my time, have long since passed
away, and all my. Episcopal brethren with whom I
began to labor after my consecration, 43 years ago,
have gone to their reward, with one solitary; exception,
and that exception is the venerable Bishop of Kansas
City. Though I value the -friendship of my junior
colleagues, I feel a sense of loneliness in the absence of
my old ' companions with whom I sat so often in the :
council and with whom I labored so long in the vine-
yard of the Lord. A,

'At the close of the Third Plenary.-Council,-'in
1884, the patriarchal Archbishop of St. Louis, address-
ing me in the name of his colleagues/ remarked that
when Xerxes, the Persian leader, beheld over a million
of soldiers standing before him in martial'array, he shed
tears; on reflecting that in :« 100 years this grand army
would have perished from the face of the earth. ."And
in fifty years," the Archbishop added, "all the pre-
lates assembled in this ; Cathedral" shall have paid the
debt of nature." -" * "• ' _

'"That is true," I replied, "but thank God, we
are immortal, for the present life is but /the prelude
of that which is to come, and we/shall meet again in
the temple of which God Himself is the architect, for/

we know that if this our earthly habitation is dis-
solved, we ; have a ; house of God, not made with hands,;
eternal in the heavens." ;-

"

-

;;
' Of; the 72 prelates who attended the Council of :

1884 all but nine have paid - the debt of nature.
.■■: It may be interesting as well as consoling to:
institute a comparison between' the Church of 1861 and
its present situation after half a century. ' '-

United States numbered 48. The 1 priests were : 2064.
The number; of;. churches with priests attached was
2042, and the Catholic ,population was* estimated at
1,860,000. v ;. '
■;■ ■• ■ ' The number of Archbishops and Bishops to-day
in charge of Sees amounts to 96, twice as many as
existed in 1861. The priests amount to 17,000, an
increase .- of more than eight-fold. There are 13,500
churches, nearly a seven-fold increase. We have about
15,000,000 Church members, eight • times as many as
existed in the United States in 1861. ■ r ]^//.';-:-.

"-.' But the progress.of religion in our country is to
be estimated not only by the augmentation of ; the num-
ber of its communicants but also by a more efficient'
co-ordination and discipline. The clergy, in 1861, were
as detached squadrons compared to the compact and

, marshalled army of to-day. '■■-.-. '
r ' Half c a century ago the prelates / and \ clergy
labored under.many adverse circumstances.- In widely
extended parts .of the country they had to minister to
the faithful scattered over a; vast expanse of territory,
without .- organised ; "parishes, often ' without churches
wherein to worship, and without Catholic schools. .;They
had ' but>. scant resources to* sustain them. : Frequently
they had to contend with deep-rooted-prejudices/;:: v£

.;/. .' Now, thank" God, we have in-most places parishes
well organised. Churches have vmultiplied from the

: Atlantic to the Pacific. Parochial schools have become
the rule instead of the exception in the large, centres
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John Crombie
SCULPTOR

Manufacturer and Direct Importer of
Monuments, Headstones, Altars, Founts,
and Marble Tops.
•vr Statuary, Vases, and all other classes of

i* ’-
*; Work suitable’ for the Cemetery and

' Building Trade in any design.
/

•;v . Inscriptions cut in Cemetery, Imperish-
able Lead Letters’. Workmanship,Quality

- and Prices unequalled.

GRANITE & MARBLE WORKS,
KIBBLE ST.

(opp. Railway Station) OAMABU.

SPECIAL RING OFFER ; ' ;:

TO ‘ TABLET ’ READERS ;v v:
'...AT .

.
,

GOLDSMITH’S HALL, ?'

226 COLOMBO SREET,
; CHRISTCHURCH.

S. R. Whale having over 20 years’
experience in Ring making, is recog-
nised as being the Ring Leader of

the Ring Trade in Christchurch.
*. The advantages of dealing direct
with a Manufacturing Firm must
obviously prove most advantageous

to Purchasers. .; :
'

Here are a few of our Prices

Ea; hires and Diamond ,

■ £7 108.

d
Bcau*i rul Pearl

£5 108-

SJB

18ct Wedding Ring . . 18ct BncMe •

. 308. (Extra Heavy) 40S.

PS

18ct BucMe •

(Extra Heavy) 408.

SPECIAL— : ;

To purchasers ■of Engagement
Bings a'Special Viscount of 20

- per cent, allowed. One dozen
Silver Spoons given free to

. purchasers of a Wedding Ring.
_

■ Size card sent free to any ad-
dress. '"V; ’

.

S. R. WHALE
’ ■; GOLDSMITH’S HALL: •;

\
. CHRISTCHURCH. .

Tanfield, Potter arid Co.
r r ” 242 QUEEN STREET.
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Readers of this paperv
- are invited

to inspect our Fine Stock of - China,
Glass Ornaments, and Fancy Goods.

■

Our Goods are the Best.
Our Prices the Lowest.

■' ■ - ■■ .• ; r. k ■ -* : '
:
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The Most Up-to-Date Stock in th
Dominion.
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