
2646
have to close up our secondary colleges. ... If
our children availed themselves of the opportunitiesoffered them by these scholarships, the inevitable result
would be disaster for our Catholic secondary schools.
"We asked for bread, and they have given us a stone.'

', Under the existing legislation Board scholarshipsmust be taken out ' at a secondary school or its equiva-lent approved by the Board,' and National scholarships'at a secondary school or its equivalent approved bythe Board and the Minister.' It would, in our humble
judgment, probably be wise policy for any Catholic
winner of a State scholarship or free place to write to
the local Board, naming the Catholic secondary college
at which he desires to take it out and formally request-ing the Board to 'approve' such college for the pur-pose. Unless this is done it will always be open to ahostile Minister of Education or hostile members inParliament to oppose the passing of a remedial measureon the ground that, as the Boards have already power
to ' approve ' Catholic secondary colleges, any further
legislation is unnecessary. If such application is un-
successful—as in most cases it probably will be—-at least the position is made clear, and the Catholic
claim for redress is strengthened. If by any chance the
application should be successful, an important prece-dent will be established; and it is presumably by adopt-
ing this course that the two denominational collegesspecifically referred to by Dr. Kennedy in the firstinstance secured recognition. Obviously, however, thesimple and only really effective way of release from theoppressive situation in which Catholic secondary col-leges are at present placed is by an amendment of theAct, in the direction, say, of making scholarshipstenable ' at any secondary school or its equivalent ap-proved by the Minister.' This would mean, of course,that Catholic secondary schools desiring recognitionwould require to submit— St. Patrick's College al-
ready does— State inspection. In the case of the
secondary schools, however, the Education Departmentallows a practically free hand in regard to the pro-gramme of work to be followed; and the friendlv
annual visit of the secondary Inspector is merely for thepurpose of ascertaining that the programme adoptedis a practicable .one, and is carried out with a reason-able measure of efficiency. Speaking with some know-ledge of the work that is being done in the Stateinstitutions, we can assure our Catholic secondaryteachers that they may freely welcome the measure ofinspection to which the State high schools and districthigh schools are called upon to submit.

The Catholic claim for fair treatment in the matterof scholarships cannot be rejected on the ground that
the Catholic secondary colleges are denominational,because, as Dr. Kennedy shows with such telling effect,the principle has been already recognised in the caseof such purely denominational establishments as Christ'sCollege and Wanganui College. Nor can it be refusedon the ground of inefficiency, because, in the case ofSt. Patrick's College, it is subjected to State inspection,and is yearly passing scores of boys through preciselythe same examinations—Matriculation and Civil Ser-vice—as those for which they are prepared in the State-
endowed establishments. And, as we have before shownin this column, there is ample precedent in various ofthe Australian States for the legislation now suggested.In Queensland bursaries and scholarships have beenthrown open for competition to every child in thecountry, and Catholic children are able to get thebenefit of their State scholarships in the ChristianBrothers' College, Nudgee, All Hallows Convent, Bris-bane, and other Catholic high schools while Church ofEngland or other Protestant scholarship holders whomay desire it are permitted to take out their scholar-ships at the Church of England College. In Victoriathe Jesuit College at Kew, and in West Australia theChristian Brothers' College at Perth are, we believesimilarly recognised. In New South Wales and inVictoria the respective Ministers of Education have
announced their intention to give effect to a similar pro-posal, recognising the great secondary schools in the
community that are not under the direct control of the

Government. The broad principle underlying the wholequestion was admirably expressed by Inspector Stuart,of Auckland, at the Inspectors' Conference held inFebruary of last year: 'lf a Catholic child gained ascholarship at a Catholic primary school, and wishedto attend a Catholic secondary school, he saw no reasonwhy such scholarship should not be tenable at the highergrade Catholic school. There was a great principle in-volved m the question. If a member of the communitycontributed to a public fund for a certain object onno reasonable grounds could he be excluded from thebenefits which that fund implied.' That is the principlefor which the Catholic body contend; and in his reasonedand weighty appeal to Parliament to 'play the game,'Dr. Kennedy has furnished convincing, and indeedunanswerable evidence of the fairness and justice ofour claim.

Notes
The Church in Tripoli

As interest is centred at the moment on Tripoliit is opportune to give the following details as to thestate of the Church in the North African Prefecture-At present the Prefecture Apostolic is served by 23Franciscan monks of the Leonine Union, the Prefectbeing the Right Rev. Guiseppi Rossetti. The city ofZSS°? 'fw G
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cia! residence of the Prefect, and counts4400 faithful. It has a flourishing Marist College, andan institution for young girls, conducted by the Sisters

qnnn n £**} 1 9Um/' with 35 PuPils - There are3000 Catholics of the Greek Church, 10,000 Jews- andabout 30,000 Turks and Arabs. 'Among the othermaritime cities of the country, Derna, the Dardanisof the ancients, with 12,000 inhabitants, possesses aflourishing mission. In Benghazi, built on the ruinsof the ancient Berenici, are several hundreds of Cath-olics, with boys' and girls' schools, directed by monksand nuns and there are important missions also inHomtis, the celebrated Septis Magna of the ancients,Mescia, and other towns. The Prefecture at Tripolhas erected a model hospital, and established six freedispensaries In Mescia and other cities are orphan-ages Ihe Ottoman and Arab population avoid theChristians, and the only ground on which the Christianpopulation meet them are the charitable institutionsand works of mercy, of which the Catholics carry onthe work and bear all the cost. y

CORRESPONDENCE CONDENSED.
Irishman No. 2 sends us a lengthy letter-apropos ofa recent correspondence which appeared in ourcolumns-consisting .largely 0f personal referenceswhich could not be published. Our correspondenthowever, appears to think that Mr. Angland's workand standing on local bodies has been misrepre-sented ; and as we would be sorry to do that gentle-man an justice m this matter we print the portionof he letter bearing on this aspect of the discus-sion. , Our correspondent writes: 'One of yourcorrespondents says Mr. Craigie obtained £120,000for the Borough of Timaru. I may inform yourcorrespondent that Mr. Angland is a member orthe Finance Committee of the Timaru BoroughCouncil, and he had as much to do with the raisingof the £120,000 as Mr. Craigie had. Also I ma?inform your correspondents that there are alsofour other gentlemen in the finance Committeewho also have a say in all financial matters ofthe council As to Mr. Craigie attending theopening of the new church, he was there b/inv£tjfaon, so also was Mr. Buxton, who came fromWellington and Messrs. Francis, Mayor of Waimate, and Kennedy, Mayor of Geraldine, and MAngland and several other Timaru gentlemen «well. Re the Irish delegates, a resolution of theBorough Council was carried authorising a civicreception to the Irish delegates.' The corresoondence on this subject is now closed
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