
were given to him as means to that end. These faculties
are to be developed harmoniously-—not with the lop-
sided development of the Spartan or the Athenian, but
unto the full perfection of Christian manhood and
womanhood.'

' V.' : ' ■ './' *

Mr. McCarthy is also in full accord with Catholic
teaching in"emphasising the fact that education is essen-
tially a parent's question. 'The right upbringing of a
child,' he says, 'is so sacred a function and it is so closely
bound up with its future career that we, at once
and by instinct, apart from all reasoning arrive at
the conclusion that this primary duty rests on the
parent. The State, indeed, both in England and in
this Dominion, has recognised this. For we find that
it is the parent who is held responsible for the non-
attendance at school of his truant child. ... The
State, then, in providing a system of primary educa-
tion stands in the place of the parent. To put the
matter in another form the whole question of primary
education is, in the last analysis, a parent's question.'
That is precisely the point which was stressed by the
Catholic Bishops of New Zealand in a second pronounce-
ment on the Education Question published by them
shortly after the issue of the manifesto above referred
to. ' The relation of parent to child,' they say, 'is
earlier than that of the State to the citizen. And the
duty of the physical, intellectual, moral, and religious
growth and development of the child falls primarily and
by right upon those who were the immediate cause of
its existence—namely, upon its parents. This is a
dictate of the Natural Law, of which God is the
Author. It is, moreover, to parents, and not to the
Civil Power or to the School Boards, that God's posi-
tive command was also given to train up their children
to fulfil all that is written in the Law."' (Deuter.
xxii, 46.) And this, again,, is but an echo of the
declaration of the English Catholic Hierarchy in 1894:
Creator, wherever such natural right has not been
forfeited, to secure and watch over the education of
their children in that which they believe to be the true
religion. No plea on behalf of educational uniformity,
and no decision by any majority of votes, can alter or
abrogate this fundamental natural law, which the
Legislature and the people of this country are equally
bound to, respect and observe.'

The practical corollary,, also, which Mr. McCarthy
draws from the foregoing fundamental principles—viz.,
that the State is fairly and logically- bound to respect
the wishes of parents in regard to the religious training
of their offspring in full harmony with the Catholic
position. ' If the State,' he says, ' takes up the whole
of the children's educational hours it should not forget
that they have spiritual as well as physical and mental
natures, and if it cannot itself undertake the work
of religious education it should not prevent others from
so doing. Indeed, the State having superseded the
parent in educational matters, cannot, on principle.
ignore the wishes of the parent with regard to the
religious training of their offspring. To put the matter
more plainly, the State for good and sufficient reasons
has assumed control of education and thus has taken
the place, of the parent. But, between parent and childthere are ties as enduring as they are tender. If, then,the parents for good and sufficient reasons, wish the
opportunity to cultivate the religious faculties of their
children as part of the ordinary scheme of education,surely no one has a better right to make the demand.'
That is, in a nutshell, the very position for whichCatholics have been fighting for the last thirty-four
years.

*

Mr. McCarthy's address is, in terms, a plea for
the adoption of the, New South Wales system; but theprinciples laid down—carried honestly to their logicalconclusion—lead plainly and directly to a recognitionof the justice of Catholic claims. Mr. McCarthy hesi-tates to go quite this length, on the following ground:Whilst one can concede nothing but praise to ourRoman Catholic brethren for their sacrifices in the

cause of education, the objection to the first-named
(Catholic) system is' that if it were applied to thenumerous bodies lying outside of that communion the
energies of

;
those controlling education would be dis-

sipated, whilst the secular training would lack cohesion
and the advantages resulting from concentrated effort.'The answer to that is that nobody suggests that .theCatholic system should be 'applied to the numerous
bodies lying outside of that communion.' The non-Catholic bodies themselves neither suggest nor desireit—being, with scarcely an exception, avowedly contenteither with some mere Bible-reading arrangement orwith the ' New South- Wales system. If some countrycould be pointed out. in which the break-up or impair-ment of a national system had resulted from thehanding over to Catholic schools of an equivalent ofthe taxes contributed by Catholics to public education,the well-worn contention advanced by , Mr. McCarthymight, perhaps, be entitled to some small measure ofrespect. In. Germany, Sweden, Norway, Holland, Bel-
gium, England, Newfoundland, and in the provincesof Quebec and .Ontario, denominational schools aremaintained, wholly or in part, out of the public funds;and most of the countries named are recognised asbeing in the very forefront in the matter of up-to-dateand efficient education.

■ - * ' ■•'. - ' - •■'."
Our desire, however, is to emphasise, not the pointof difference, but the points of fundamental agreementbetween Mr. McCarthy’s thoughtful and able treat-ment of this great question and the attitude of theCatholic Church, He has only one answer thatan emphatic one—to the question, ‘ God or no-God inthe School’? He agrees with us that education'isnot education unless it gives religion its due place; heagrees that the rights of the parents in regard to thereligious training of their children are absolute andparamount; and he agrees that if ‘ a way can be foundfor imparting definite religious instruction without im-

pairing the secular training/ the State is bound, onprinciple, not to ignore the parents’ wishes. The ques-tion has been raised in Catholic circles, both in Eng-land and in New Zealand, as to whether a friendly dis-cussion or round table conference with representativenon-Catholic leaders might not be useful in promotinga better understanding and in bringing about such anarrangement as would be beneficial to all the friendsof religious education in the country. Certain it isthat if any considerable number of our non-Catholictriends were to bring to the consideration of the ques-tion the breadth of view and correct perspective whichhave marked Mr. McCarthy’s utterance such a dis-
cussion could not be otherwise than productive of good.

Notes
!—« «w

* Wait Till You're Married '

The Chronicle records an amusing incident whichoccurred in the House of Commons during a periodwhen, in the absence of the Home Secretary, the HomeOffice questions were being answered by Mr. WedgwoodBenn. Ever on the look-out for a chance to score offMinisters, Lord Hugh Cecil jumped to his feet. ' Why '

he demanded sternly, is there no representative of theHome Office present to answer questions V . Cries of
' Order' greeted this, and then Mr. Will Crooks sup-plied the unexpected answer: 'You wait till you'remarried/ he said. Lord Hugh subsided without aword, and the House, remembering the recent birth ofa son and heir ,to Mr. Churchill, roared with laughter.
Why There Are Baronets

. The hereditary knightly Order of Baronets—-lowest hereditary title in the United Kingdom—is iustcelebrating its Tercentenary. It was founded on May
. 22, 1611, by James 1., and, as is well known, a pay-ment of something over £IOOO was exacted from thefirst grantees of the new title. 'The origin of thedignity says the London Telegraph, ' lay in the King'snecessity. Money had to be found somehow for the
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