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'THE BISHOP OF AUCKLAND IN VICTORIA

AN ENTHUSI ASTIC WELCOME IN HAMILTON

(Abridged from the Hamilton Spectator of July 17.)

The Right Rev. Dr. Cleary, Bishop of Auckland,
who was for many years stationed in Ilamilton, and
who left here about thirtesn years ago to visit New
Zealand, paid a flying visit to Hamilton on Saturday,
and was welcomed on arrival at the railway station by
a. large number of his old parishioners. The Very
Rev. Father S8hanahan and other priests wcre also pre
sent. After the usual formalities the party were
driven to the presbytery, where the toast of the Bishop
was provosed by Mr. White, M.L.C.

The Very Rev. Falher Shanahan, and Messrs. J.
Ahearn, T. M. Kennedy, H. Walker, and Butler
made eulogistic speeches, paying a high tribute to the
impression left upon the whole community by Father
Cleary during his seven . vears’ work in Hamilton.

The Bishop in responding said that it seemed to
him that all through his life he had been picking up a
eood many jewels of memory, affection, and friendship,

-and among the most precious he certainly counted
those gathered by him in this parish of Mamilton.
tle kuew of no brighter or truer friendships or any
that hie appreciated more highly.  But there was one
that was more cherished than the others—that of his
old pastor and life-leng frieud, Father Shanahan. Ile
was the greal attraction which had brought him (the
Bishop) here, and it would bring him from a long
distance. Chnging around his memory were other
items of friendshin which he cherished. Ilis memory
of those old times of which he bad been reminded was
still fresh, and that was one of {he beantiful things in
connection with his visit, 1t was pleasant to see
again so many who had becn associated with him in
various ways. Mrv. Kennedy and Mr. McGenniskin
had been sperting friends, who had led him into plea-
sant—thourk, pevhaps, dubious—paths of sportsman-
ship.  He was particularly glad to find that Father
Shanalian secined to be immortal.  In Treland seme
years ago o car-driver was being pestered by two lady
passengers as to what he thought their aces were. At
last he said: © Well, Ma'am, T don’t kvow how old
vou are, but whatever age you are, you dou’t look it.’
That was the case with their old friend, Father Shana-
lian—whatever age he was, e did not look it—and he
trusted that their pastor might be spared to be with
them mauy yvears. e had to thauk Father Shanahan
for his kiud thought in bringing so many valued friends
to tneet him, and be thanked them and the gentlemen
who had snoken to the toast for the over-complimentary
and over-flattering words they had used.

This concluded the vroceedings.

Presentation of an Address.

Prior to the commencement of service last even-
ing at St. Mary’s Church, the Very Rev. Father
Shanahan invited the Bishop te come to the front
of the altar rails, in order 1o receive an address of
welcome,  On the previons day a number of his old
parishioners had assembled at the railway station to
welcome his Lordship on his return to the place where
he had spent seven years in assisting the people In

their spivitwal neccessities, and where his priestly life :

and work had made a deep mnpression. They could
not let the occasion pass without welcoming him to the

church, where he had so frequently = offciated
and had prayed for them, and {ley for him. During

that time his wise judgment, suggestions, and advice
were always valued ; he could lead the people without
their knowing that they were being led. = Since he left
Hamilton,” the period had heen fraught with great
questions and serious problems.  Doctrines had been
brought forward which were not in accordance with
the teachings of the Church, and his Lordship had
ably cxplained the ahsurdities. They had every
reasont to look forward .with lope to his episcopacy,
which they trusted would be of long duration. He
would ask Mr. E. J. White to read the address.

My, White then read -the address, which was as
follows: —

‘May it pleasc your Lordship,—We, the members
of the congregation of St. Mary’s Chureh, gladly avail
ourselves of the opportunity afforded by your wvisit to
Hamilton to extend to yow a hearty welcome, and at
the same time express cur warmest congratulations
on your glevation to the episcopacy. The kindness of
heart and nobility of character at all times shown by
vou during the years you labored im our midst won
the afiection and admiration of all whose privilege it
was fo reccive your spiritual consolations, and it is
very gratifying to the Catholics of this parish to find
that your zeal and ability have gained the due apprecia-
tion and confidence of the 1loly See. We lave fol-
lowed with great interest vour journalistic career in
New Zealand, and rejoiced to find that vour rare
literary attainments have enalled yon triumphantly
to vindicate the cherished principles of our faith and
to confound these critics who are ever seeking to mis-
represcnt and misconstrue the aims and aspirations of
IToly Church.  That you may be long spared to fulfil
your exalted duties in the higliest offices of the Church
will be the constant prayer of the Ilamilton people.’ .

The address was signed on behalf of the congre-
gation by representative members of the church.

His Lovdship’s Reply.

The Bishop in replying quoted an eastern parable,
which was to the following eflcet:~-When the Lord
first created the earth it was soft and fluid, and He
placed the mountains on it fo make it firm.  The
angeis asked was there anyibing as strong as  tho
mountains?  The Lord replied: * Yes, iron is stronger
than the mountains, for it can picrec their hearts and
cut their sides awav.”  The angels asked if there was
anvthing stronger than the iron.  The Lord said :
‘Fire 1s sironger than iron, bhecause it can melt it.’
The angels asked was anything stronger than fire.
The Lord said: * Yos, water is stronger than fire, be-
cause ib can guench it  The angels again asked was .
anything stronger than water, and the Lord replied :
" Yes, wind is stronger than water, because it can ruffle
the surface and smash the water into the rocks.’ Agam
the angels asked was therc anything strenger than
wind. The Lord replied: ° Yes, there 15 one thing
that is stronger than wind and water and five and iron
—that is the kind beart that does not forget.” He
had been reminded of that parable very forcibly by
the welcome given him the dav beforc, and again by
the beautiful address presented that evening—the kind
hearts of the congregation that did not forget. Their
kindness was stronger than the wind that ruffled the
water, stronger than the fire that melted the iron,
barder and more enduring thau the iron, more im-
mense than the mountains that kept the world firm,
Te thanked God Who, after Iis vears of service here
had given him tlis experience of kind hearts that did
not forget. Ile thanked them with all his heart for
the kind words they had addressed.to him, and for this
beautiful and gracious expression of the kindness of
their hearts, as given vesterday and vepeated that even-
ing. Tle thanked God also that in this parish of
Hamilton he had been enabied to spend the happiest
years of his life.  Wherever he had wandered about
the earth le had alwavs kept a cherished spot in his
beart for the people of Tlamilton.  And, as he had
sald the previous evening, vight in the centre of his
memory was the recollection of his old pastor and
friend, and elinging around him like diamonds set in
a beautiful ving, were many precious hearts whose
memory he would preserve right to the end of his
days. He thanked them and their pastor for thejr
kindness in the past and the memories of the present,
and he hoped that these memories would live and
fructifv and endure as long as he and they remained
on earth. _

The Bishop then delivered a sermion, in which he
dwelt on the wonderful vitality o the Church, i
spile of the series of persccutions to which it had been
submitted from the davs of Nero down to the present
{time. Over and over again, in different ages, ity

enemies declared that the Church was dead or dying,

bui it had tviumphed over all its trials.  Since the
accession of the late Queen Victoria there Lad been an
enormous inerease of Catholic chuvches in Great Bri-



