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Duty.  Twelve Confevences to Young Men. By Rev,
William Graham. New York, Joseph Wagner., The scops
of this work is indicated by the following summary of con-
tenis: Meaning and Source of Duty; The Limits of Duty;
Conditions of Duty; Law; Outward Rule of Duty, and Its
Administrators; Conseience; Inuer Rule of Duty; Its Sane-
tion; Our Duty to God; Duties to Parents; Duties to
Church; Our Duties to the State; Personal Duties (Soul);
Hebits of Duty. “Good eonduet,” said Matthew Arncld,
'is ninecteen-twentleths of life”  We have heard a good
deal about ‘rights’ in this generation: it i1s about time
a little more preininence was given to the cerrelative idea
duty. In spite of the dryness and unpopularity of the
subject, Father Graham has succeeded in naking his * Con-
ferences’ -clear, erisp, and interesting frem start te finish.
Written in a scholarly style, the waork will navuraily make
its appeal more particularly to the eduecated and the
thoughtful; and it should find a wide sphere of usefulness
amoengst seminarists, members of Newman Bocieties, ete.
Catholic students who happen to be taking moral science
as part of their university course will find ather Graham’s
volume most helpful as a supplement to their text-hook on
ethics.  Cloth, 73 cents.

Father Duwmien.  An Open Letter to the Rev. Dr.
Hyvde, of Honolulu, from Robert Louis Stevenson, [With
a statement by Mrs, Stevenson]  The dwve Mavia Press,
Notre Dame, Indiann.  The reasons for the re-issue of this
famous ‘ Open Letter '—certainly the finest piece cof invec-
tive of moderns times—and the special features of the
edition now under review, are thus explained in the preface
to the volume: ‘The constant demand for the far-famed
“Open Letter” in durable rather than dainty form, hug
more espeeially the teiterated assertion that  Stevenson
regrotted this production and would have recalled it had
recail been possille, are the risan ’élre of the present re-
print.

An American author of some repute has had the
hardilinod 1o declare in one of his books that *Stevenson
did not really helieve what he wrote, neither did he intend
to write what he did. © Stevensen conld not have
been honest at heart when he wrote his letter to Dr.
Hyde.'" Tt is well, perhaps, for this worthy that the pen
of the man wham he thus defaies is now powerless. Feeling
gure that some day when “in his resting grave'”
fender of Father
himgelf, we tlook care several wyears ago to  sceure
from Mrs. Stevenson a statement reparding the *'Open
Letter to the Rev. Dy, Hyde?  In answer to our imquiry
as. to the truth of the assertion, so often repeated, that
her husband repgretted the letter, and that before his death
his opinicn of Jather Damilen haa wndergone a change,
AMrs. Stevenson entered an indigrantly emphatic denial,
which is presented on another page. “T'his testimony, wu
think, should ferever settle the matter. . . . Mre.
Stevenson’s letter is i our possession. Tt will further
enhance the value aud interest of the present edition of
Stevenson's powerful uwpolngin to state that It 1s an exact
reprint of the original issue, now of extreme rarity, which
has a few corrections in the writer’s owi hand, The “*Open
Leiter'” was first printed in a small pamphlet of thirty-two
pages, at Sydney, N.SW.. on Mareh 27, 1800, Manv
oditions of it had been published before Mr, Stevenson's
deatly, and it is worth recalling that he persistently refused
to accept payment from any govree for this defence of the
Apostle of Molekai. He aniice wrote to a London publisher:
*The letter to Dr. Hyde is yours, or any man's. I will
never touch a peunny of remuneration. I do not stick at
murder; I draw the line at canunibalism. T could uot eat
a penny roll that piece of bludgeoning brought me.”

To this explanatery preface we have only to add that
the work is Dbrought oul in fauitless fashion—heautifnlly
printed, and pot up in dainty and tasteful, but at the
same time most durable, form., There are other editions of
the ‘Open Letter’ at present on the market, but none
with the special festures enumerated above; aund the state-

the de-
Damien would need to be defendel

ment by Mrs. Stevenson of itself renders this easily the
most important edition extant. We heartily recommend
every reader to become a buyer; and we would impress on
purchasers to make sure that they get the Ave Marie Press
edition.  Beantifully printed, and bouund in buckram, 30
cents.

CHRISTIAN BROS. OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION,
DUNEDIN
——————

The members of the Christian Brothers’ Old Boys’ Asso-
ciation assewmnhled in strong force in the Victoria Hall on
Wednesday night of last week at a smoke coneert.  Mr.
J. B. Callan, jun. (vice-president), in the absence of the
president  (Mr. Sullivan), presided over the gathering.
Apologies were read from Fathers Tobin (Gore) and Delany
{Svuth Dunedin), and Messrs. Sullivan, Harnett, and L.
Pavletich.

Mr. Callan in opening the proceedings said the com-
mittee of management was pleased to see so many present,
notwithstanding the unfavorable nature of the weather,
and also to acknowledgze the increase in the numbers on the
roll. He urged these whe had joined the association to
come to their social evenings so as to get the benefit and
pleasure of renewing their acquaintance with their old
school-fellows, " If such reunions were not brought about
much of the usefulness of their being banded together
wonld he lost.  He had much pleasure in ealling attention
to the progress made by those formerly connected with
Christian Brothers’ schools in other parts.  In (ueensland
Mr. ¥ MceDonald, M.L.A., had secured a State scholarship
for pupils in Catholic schools in that State, and he (Mr.
Callan) hoped to see similar inducements held out to their
scholars in the Dominiop. He might further mention
that since their last meeting the Christian Brothers had had
the Lionor of providing twe Rhodes Scholars, one in New-
foundland and the other in Perth.  That was a preat
honer to he achieved in so shorl a time.  He theught they
mizht econgratulate themselves on the fact that the first-
vear geniors in the Association football field were at present
second on the list, and le saw no reasom why they shouid
not occupy the first position lator en. e also drew their
attention to the fact that in a very short time they would
have the pleasure of assisting in welceming the Ivish dele-
gates te Dunedin, and urged npen the members—though
he helieved they reguired no suggestions in this direetion—
to do all in_their power to help these gentlemen in their
mission, He thought that members should not forget tao
congratulate Cr, Suallivan, their president (who greatly re-
gretted his inability to be amonest then), on the prominent
puosition in which he had been placed at the recont munici-
pal elections, although it wes not altogether o new thing to
see old Christian Brothers’ hovs taking prominent positions
in public life.  The committee of management during the
vear, finding itself in a better fivancial position, had been
able to do something praetical in the wav of helping the
tha Chuistian Brothers by putting aside £5 for their use.
This, though not a large sum, was a beginning, and he
hoped would be followed by furtlier donations.

Alr. D. L. Poppelwell, a visitor from Gore, on being
calledd on to address the members, referred in highly appre-
clative terms to the training he had received in the Chris-
tian Brothers’ Schoel in Duncdin under Bro. Bodkin, 32
voears ago, and said he, as well as athers, believed there
was no hetter system of teaching to be found in any publie
sehioul than that provided by the Christian Brothers.

Addresses were also given by Tather Coffey and Bro,
Brady, hoth of whom pointed out the vahie of the associa-
tion and the wide sphere of nsefulnoss that lay before it.

The gathering was made specially attractive by songa
contributed by’ Meesrs. Husser, I'. Woods, AL Coughlan,
H. Poppelwell, and a auartet by the Fogarty brothers. Mr,
J. Blair played a pianciorte solo, and accompanied the
singers.  The pleasant gathering closed with the singing
of the National Anthem,
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