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CANADA

THE NECESSITY FOR UNITY.

The first official statement of Monsignor Stagni, the
new Apostolic Delesate to Canada, on the oceasion of his
reception in Ottawa, contained a keynote that found ex-
pression in the words: * We must all be united together.’
*No text (says the Montreal Tribune) could be more
timely, and no advice could indicate better the spirit in
which the new envoy of Rome enters upon his dutics as
the representative of the Pope in Canada.  Although Mon-
signotr Stagni comes to Canada for the first time, there can
be no question that he has learned much—very much—abonut
the Church in this Dominion, that he has made a study
nf conditions here, and that he has prepared himsélf for
all the dinlomatic reguirements of the situation.’

FRANCE

A GREAT MISFORTUNL,

A pastoral letter from Cardinal Lucon, Acrchbishop of
Rheims, which was read at High Mass in all the churches
of that diocese on Easter SBunday, contained an eloguent
Bassage dealing with the champsgne riots. The Areh-

ishop acknowledges the widespread and profound suffering

which has been caused in many parts of the champagne
region by the practical failure of the vintage during the
lust two or three years. Dut he deplares the vielence to
which the ‘vignerons’ have resorted in order to draw
attention to their grievances. His Eminence proceeds to
warn his flock against the spirit of the age, and the vain
Fromises of those who delude the simple-minded into be-
leving that the dawn of a polden age is at hand. He adds:
‘Our era has done much that is Lighly to its eredit, but
it has taught our nation ta do withowt God, and that is is
great misfortune and its great crime.’

PORTUGAL
THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AXD STATE.

The Provisional Government, after having exiled most
of the religious Orders, has now formulated its code of
laws for the separatfon of Church and State (says the
Catholic Weekly)., By these laws the clergy are placed
in a most humiliating and abject position.. Not only are
all the present possessions appropriated, but alswo future
acquisitions; if & congregation desires 1o build a new
church, the builling passes after nincty-uiue years into
the hands of the State. All pifts made to the Church are
to_be handled by parochial commissions, and ilie Clurch
anly receives about one-tenth, the vemainder Leing distri-
buted as the Government thinks fit. The State will prae-
tically have control over the administration of canonical
rights, which should only pertain iv the Chureh,  For
instance, it appoints the professors in seminaries; the
seminaries are reduced from thirteen to five: Sisterhoods
are abolished, and public processions are rvestricted. 'Fhe
law attacks ecclesiastical discipline by inviting priests to
marry and giving pensions to their widows and children.
It leaves the bichops and the clergy to the mercy of the
lay_element, and even tlie promised stipends will remain
under the control of the parocliial eowmissions and other

Government, bodies, wlhich arc generally adverso to tha
Church.

ROME

DEATH OF A CARDINAL

Though the great Canomist of the Roman Curia, his
Eminence Cardinal Caviechioni was well advanced in his
seventy-Gfth year, maost of his friends believed that a Tong
period of labor for the Church still jay before him (writes
» Rome correspondent). Tondeed, so late as th® cdeath of
Cardinal Satolli, Cardinal Cavicchioni recvived a more im-
portant position in the wovernweni of the Chureh when
called by Pius X. to assume the Prefectship of the Sacred
Congregation of Studies.  For same months, however, an
interual complaint necessitated abstention from the arduous
wark to which le had been accustormned since his ordination
to the priesthood in 1859, and an operation beeame impera-
tive.  For several days succeeding the operation success
seemed to have attended the effarts of the surgeons; but on
April 17 a change took place in the condition of the illus-
trious patient, and death from paralysis of the heart on-
sued some hours later. Yilke most of the Cardinals of the
Roman Curia, Cardinal Benjamin Cavicelhioni had seen long
and varied service in different parts of the world in the
interests of the Holy See. His degrees of Doctor of Canon
and Civil Law ohtained for him in 1872 a vosition on the
Sacred Congregation of the Coungil, from which he passed
in 1879 to the Congregation of Propaganda, where the
future Cardinal was exclusively employed in affaivs per-
taining to the United States of America. TFour years later
he returned to the former Congregation, when he received

the appointment of defender of the matrimonial bond; and

the next year Leo XTII. eonferred the Episcopal dignity
upen the brilliant Churchman, who had then scarcely com-
pleted his forty-third year. The vears from 1884 to 1889
were passed as Delepate Apostolic to the Republies of
#eru, Bolivia, and Ienador. Various important positions
were filled by Archbishop Cavicebioni in Rome until the
June of 1503, when Leo XILIL., at the last Consistory he
held, created his prized lieutenant a Cardinal, assigning
him the titular Church of Ara Crli.

RUSSIA™

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. )

Tho Ukase granting something like religious freedom in
Russia has been carried ont in a very curious mauner by
the Russian authorities (remarks the Untholic Times).
Occasionally they have observed it in the spirit and the
letter.  That, ne doubt, was, and stil] is, tlie Czar’s wish.
But the bureaucrats, fond of meddlesome interference and
tyranny, do not always act op to the standard of conduct
prescribed and desired by the Emperor. - The influence of
the Catlolic Church is still very attractive in Tlussia, and
at various times since the first publication of the Ukase a
considerable number of the Orthodox Russians have become
converts.  On these occasions the old prejudices have.been
aroused, and freedom of conscience has been violated by
the authorities in the usual persecuting style,  One of the
anti-Catholic campaigns is, according to telegarms from St
Petersburg, in full pregress at present.  Officials of the
Ministries of the Interior and Public Instruction have
seized and are minutely examining books and documents
belouging to the Catholie Chureh of 8t.. Catharine and the
boys’ and girls’ school attached to it. The sole charge made
against the clergy and the congregation is that they have
induced Orthodox Russians to join the Catholic Church,
The only means of juducement hag been the example of
gouod lives illustrating purity of dectrine. )

’ SCOTLAND

—_—

THE ARCHBISHOP' OF EDINBURGH.

The Most Rev. Dr. 8mith, Archbishop of $t. Andrew’s
and Edinburgh, has been obliged, on account of the un.
satisfactory state of his health, to temporarily relinquish
the duties attachimg to his important office. = His (race
has not enjoyed anything like robyst health fur a con
siderable time past, and latterly the trying scason told
so severely upon him that his wedical adviser ordered a
spell of complete test.  Accordingly his Grace has trans
ferred the management of his diocese to.the Vicars-General,
the Right Rev, Mer. Smith (Stirling) and the Right Rev.
Mgr. Morris (Falkirk). The former has been deputed to
attend to the ccelesiastieal concerns and the latter to look
after the financial matters.  Archbishop Smith is in his
seventietlh vear, having been borm on October 18, 1841,
Afer studying at varions eolleges he was ordained in Rome
in 1865. He was nominated to the Sce of Dunkeld by
brief in Angust, 1890, and consecrated in Dundee in tho -
October following. Towards the end of 1900 he was trans-
lated to St. Andrew’s and Edinburgh, and received the
rallium en January 15, 1001, in St. Mary’s Cathedral,

UNITED STATES

THE LAYMEN'S LEAGUE.

The growth of social unrest and anti-religious theories |
in the United States has for some time been a sourco of
much anxiety to the Catholic bishops and clergy. As a
result of several private mectings held by leading Catholie
laymen a comprehengive plan of action has now been de-
cided upon, and steps have been taken to give it effect b
once, It is a plan of conceried social study and of u con-
contrated sncia? crusade.  The Laymen's League for Re-
treats  and  Social  Btudies, with Archbishop Farley as
honorary president and the Bishops of Brooklyn, Trenton,
and Newark as honorary vice-presidents, las heen formed.
The League will be governed by a loard of twenty-five
dircetors and a special commitico on social studies, the
latter containing the names of many of the leading Catholic
laymen in New York and Brooklyn. . 1t will have & two-
fold purpose—namely, the extension of the retreats move-
ment begun less than two years ago, and the establishment
of repular courses of systematie study by Catholic laymen
of sacial questions.  The ohject of these courses will be
to train a corps of leetnrers who can treat these questions -
with full and expert knowledge of all iheir phases, and .
through them thoroughly eduecate the Catholic public upon -
these matters.  The classes will be opened next winter and
spring. These courses will be free to Catholic men, and the
lecturers to be sent out by the League will give their ser-
viées without compensation.

He kissed her with might and with main,

She pleaded, ““ Don't do it again—

For I have a cold, and I've often been told

That people with evlds should refrain.”’

He chortled in frolicsome vein,

*“ Those blessed old microbes again!

A remedy sure’s Woods' Great Peppermint Cure,”
8o he kissed her and missed the last train.



