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to the individuals concerned, life in the community becomes
barely toleralble.  Why is there no such public sentiment
in this country? On this point the various “Councils of
the Churches,’ Ministers’ Associations, ete., might not un-
profitably male some little examination of conscience. 1If
gome of the energy which is now devoted to denouncing
raffles, and matters of such-like triffing import, were
directed to instructing the congrepations in the Ten Com-
mandments, we might hs spared the recurrence of reveia-
tions which are sickening to the whole community, and
which fill the minds of all who hear of them with disgust,
humiliation, and shame.

Notes

— s

The Dunedin ¢ Sailor’s Rest’

Mr. W. Belcher, the newiy-elected Chairman of the
Otago Harbor Board, who is nothing if not downright, has
been expressing himself with great freedom regarding the
Dunedin Sailors’ Rest.  Mr. Belcher is evidently not alto-
gether unbiassed in his estimate of the work done .b_\" t'lw
institution; but, as secretary of the Seamen’s Tnion for
a great numher of years, he ought to be able to speak with
some autharity regarding its ‘unsectarianism.” We take
the following from the Otego Daily Times report of the
proceedings at the Harbor Board's last meeting: — _

The Seeretary of the Dunedin Sailors’ Rest wrote asking
for the annual donation towards the work at the Sailors’
Rest.

The Chairman said it was the solicitors’ opinion that
it would be illegal te make a donation to the Rest.

Mr. Barelay said that public bodizs sometimes did
things that were not within the four corvers of the law.
It Lhad heen customary to donate a sum to the Sailors’ Rest
—-a non-sectarian institution—and he would move—* That
the usual grant of £20 he voted to the managenient of the
Sailors’ Rest.’

Mr. Walker seconded the motion. Te did not think
the solicitors’ epinion would liold good under the new act.

"Other members expressed the opinion that the proposat
was within the law.

* .

The Chairman said lie considered it was wrong and
improper that the funds of the board should be paid to an
institution of this description.  These pecple were naot
doing the good that a great many people were under the
impression that they were doing, and, for himself, he knew
of no good being derivable from what they had done. [t
was sald the thing was unsectariau, bat he said 1t was
sectarian fram top to hottom. It was an institution where
praver and hymns and other things which were _pllrv]}'
seetarian were ladled out.  ‘I'here was another institution
—ane started by the Rev. Carzon-Siggers-—that practically
tools away from these people all the clients they had pre-
viously, and that institufion was not asking for any con-
tribution.  He would vote apainst the motion. 1 don't
know what vour religions arve, nor do 1 eare,’ e continued,
faud 1 know these people never go out of their way to try
to rectify or remody a ygreat many of the grievances that
men lahor under when they are on board ship. As a
matter of fact, they condoue that kind of thing when they
koow 1t ts beiug done. T will never give my consent to a
penny-pitece of publie money being given to anr institution
of that deseription.’

Ar. Keenan said, after hearing the remarks of a practi-
eal man like the chairwan, be would move as an amend-
ment—* That the letter he received.

The amendment was not seconded, and the motion was
carried, : ’

Inquisitive Anonymity

Wherever mectings are held to arranpe for a visit from’

the Irish delegates there alnost inevitably appears in next
day's papers, with all the regularity of a pre-arranged
programme, a eommunicatlon from an anonymous inquirer
who wants to knew why the delegates are coming io this
country, and what they want with ‘oug money. One
such, who twrned up at Oamara last week, has heen quictly
but mast effectively ¢ sotiled ' by Mr. . J. Duggan, who,
i the maost gentlamaniy manner possible, intimated that f
the correspondent would ‘establish his right to use the
plirase ‘oaur money for,” hy stating over his name the
amount he has contributed te any appeal in support of
the claims of the Irish people for the restoratien of their
legistative vights,” le (Mr. Duggan) would hbe enly ton
pleased to give the fullest possible explanation of the why
and wherefore of the envoys’ mission.
*

The following is the full text of Mr. Duppan’s letter,
which explains itself. It is addressed to the editor of the

purpose.

North Otage Pimes. *Sir,—In the absence of the perma-
nent chairman (Right Rev. Mousignor Mackay) I was
honored by being choson to préside at the moeeting of the
Irish Knvoys® Reception Committee and sympathisers on
Monday evening, hence I presume that your currespondent
“*Curious’” applies to me for information as to the objects
of the present mission (I do mot like the term *‘propa-
ganda'), of those of the aceredited representatives of the
Irish people and of the Irish Parliamentary Party. Although
as a rule T do not deem any matter placed over a nom de
plume worth¥ of much notice, yet on this oceasion I thanlk
“Curious” for giving an opportunity te place hefore your
readers the immediate need there is fur aid at this present
juncture—the final stage, we hope, in the long stroggle to
ohtain Irish freedom from the Imperial Parliament. The
cost of elections {charges of sheriff, returning oflicers, ete.),
are horne by the candidates. Two elections have been held
within a short time, and, as the Irish Parliamentary
Party are in the main men of hut moderate means, these
costs are more than their limited means can afford. A
few days age Mr. Hazleton told his nudience at Palimerston
North that when contesting the Dublin South seat at 1lie
Iast election, he had o pay £350 ard his opponent another
£330 to the High Sheriff fowards the official cxpenses. At
the same meeting Mr. MNab stated that a friend of his
bhad to pay down £450 hefore his nomination would he
received, and this sum was followed by an additional £900
to satisfv the entire official costs. The foregoing facts
answer query No. 1—the only one in which the public are
at present concerned.

If your correspondent will establish his right 1o use
the plrase “our money for,” by stating over ‘his name ihe
amount he has contributed to any appeal in support of
the claims of the Trish people for the restoration of their
legislative rights, T should he extremely pleased to recount
many ‘“‘wrongs that need righting’’ under which Ireland
vet suffers. And, admirable in many respects as the present
Irish land laws are, T should also he able to show that
mnch must he added before they can be deemed perfect.
Amongst others is the compnlsory resnmption of the arahls
and pastoral lands from which the peeple have heen driven
to the barren hog and mountain side.

“4s to the motive that prompted the appointment of
the gentlemen named, I beg, in order to set “‘Clurious’s”
troubled mind at rest that they were chosen solely in con-
sideration of their known freedom from any narrowness,
either secterian or national.—I am, ete, P. J. Duceax.’

The Delegates at Christchurch

In an article altogether admirable in tone and spirit—
and all the more admiralle by eomparison with some of
the half-hearted shilly-shally stuft to which we have heen
treated—the  Lytfelton  Tiwmes thus introduced the Trish
delegates  to the  Christchurch  public:-— The people of
Christchurch will have an opportunity to-night to hear the
case for Home Rule expounded by three of its most capable
advoeates.  Mr. Hazleton, Mr, Redmond, and Mr. Danovan
witl address a public mecting in the Theatro Royal, and
we hope that everyone who wants to know what local self-
povernmenkb for Ireland really means will make a point of
listening to them. A great deal of rather tiresome rubbish
has heen appearing in the newspapers on the subject ever
sinee the delegates annonnced their intention to visit New
Zealand, and probably there are.lots of simple follk who have
been led to believe that there is a conspiracy on foob to
bring about the disintegration of the Tmpire by handing
Ireland over to some enemy of the nabtion. This hogey has
taken many different shapes during the past thirty or
forty years, but it has been always paraded for the same
The Unionist statesmen at TTome, whose very
title is a challenge to the good faith of the Irish peaple, ara
not so much ceneerned for the ¥mpire as they are for their
own political power.  We hear wothing of the disloyalty
of Treland until an election is at hand and then it is made
an excuse for the continuance of every social and economic
abuse that afflicts the eountry.’

*

Happily, we have no such guestion distorbing the public
life of New Zealand, and the people of the Dominion can
weigh the case for Home Rule without any party preju-
dice.  They kunow what self-government is to themselves
and they realise that without it their political conditions
would De intolerable.  Their widespread sympathy with
Treland’s appeal is not due to any weakening of their
affection for the Mother Couniry, but to a firm convietion
that the Irish people can he safely trusted with the powers
they cnjoy themzelves. The delegates have came here to
ask quite frankly for finaneial assistance in the hattle that
is so nearly won, and to explain incidentally how the maney
will be expended and what it will achieve. They are seek-
ing nothing, hewever, fram people who do not honestly
believe in their canse.  Those whe imagine that Home Rule
will mean the renuneiation of the Union are under no
obligation to subseribe.  Their plain duty between them-
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