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of religion and politics was irue, and he was glad to think
that it applied not merely to this countrv of New Zealand,
but a]so to Ireland as well, and not only to Ireland, but to
the other parts of the United Kingdom, and he thought it
was largely due to that chanre that bad come about in
public opinion that the Irish question occupied the proud
position which it did at the present moment, of standing
upon the verge of success.  The claims of the Nationalist
party -in Ireland had in the past been larpely misunder-
stood, and although they had held out for Home Rule, they
did not ask in Ireland, and did not expect to be given
anything like the same frcedom as the people of New Zea-
land possessed. The Mayor lhad speken of the protection
of the industries with regard to which there was a con-
siderable tariff against England and the United Kingdom,
but the Irish party did not ask under a system of ome
Rule tu be given the power of putlting on tariffs apgainst
Great Britain, because iu the first place that power would
nat be given to them, and in the sccond place, they did
not consider that it would be necessary or desirable, inso-
much as under a system of Home Rule such as they ha-l
heen fighting for, Ireland would still continue not merely
to be a self-governing portion of the Empire, at large, but
would also still continue to be part aud parcel of the
United Kingdom. Apart altogether from the object of
their mission to the Dominion, it was of particular_intercst
to them, being engaged in political work in the Old Country,
to come out fo a mew land such as this and to study and
examine the way in which the peaple had tackled their
social problems. In many respects, New Zealand had shown
an example to those at Home who were attempting to
follow in the footsteps of the people here in dealing with
the. same problems. Of course, the New Zealanders had
many advantages which the Irish people did not possess.
They were pcople of a new country, and they had not to
pull down ; they had not the old had tradifions behind them
as the people liad at home. The statesmen at Home were
attempting to follow the example set by the statosmen here,
and that example led to the many great and sweoping
soeial reforms whicl, since the advent to power of the
Liberal Governmeut in England, had heen carried into
operation in that country. They believed it was by the
uplifting of the democracy at Hame that social progress
eonild best.he secured, and it was iherefore a very useful
thing for people like himself to cowe out from the OId
Country to see the good work the people: had becu doing
in this direction in New Zealand. . ]

Mr. W. A. Redmond, M.P., said that not only was it
a great material support for the delegates to have the lead-
ing representatives both in political and munieipal affairs
at their back, but'it was nalso a great moral supnort in
the Old Country to ihe delegation. The Mayor was inclined
to over-state the case of the Home Rule party. They did
not ask for what the people had got 1n New Zealand; all
they asked for was for loeal and domestic self-government
No one suggested that Home Rule shouid give the Frish
people the ripht to raise a baerier of any sort or kind
apainst their sister country of Great Britain. He lgnd heen
mugh struck with the equality that existed in New Zealand,
n nly of temperament, but of wealth, and the (lmnoqrac}'
that was in existence in New Zealand was a far more ideal
state of affairs than the democracy in existence in America.

Mr., J. Donovan zaid that what the delegates appre-
ciated very much wos that the Mavor shonld bave come out
plainly in'support of the Nationalist eausc, It showed that
the Mavor was a man of fine charncter, of prineiple, and
courage. when he could give expression, as he hiad done, to
his eonviction that not merely would the settlement of the
Irish problem conduee to the prosperity and happiness of
the Trish people, but that it would tend to consolidate and
strenpthen the Empire itself. The delegates hiad come out
to New Zeatand bearing a message of goodwill and oo
cheer to the peaple who were living in this land.  Thev
were in the happy position of being able to tell the people
here that at last they had touched the heart and eenseience
of the great British demaocracy, and that within the next
couple nf years the eause they renresented would he suceess-
ful.. The Trish party and peonle would ever have reason
to feel extremely grateful to the people of New Zealand
for the magnificent wav in which they had rallied to their
practica] and moral support.

After the civie recontion the Eavevs were the ruests
of his Lordship the TBishop and ¥erv Rev, Father Price,
Adm.. at the episconal residence, where they were enter-
tained to dinner, and met a numher of the clorgy.

’ THE T'UBLIC MEETING.

A lorge erd enthusiastic meeting was hLeld in the
Theatre Roval nn Thursday cvening to listen to addresses
hv tha delegates (save the Lytfelfon Times). The Mayor,
Mr. T. K. Tayxlor, M.P.. presided, and tliere were altn on
the platform hiz Lordship Biskon Grimes, Very Rev. Dean
Ginaty, V.G., Very Rev. Dean O'Donnell, Very Rev., Father
Price, Adm., Hon. .J. Barr, M.L.C., Messrs, T, H. Davev,
M.P., (. Taurenson. M.P., H. H. Louglnan, D. . Sul-
livan, J M'Combs, T. Ganes, F. Burgeyne, H. Hunter,
W. R. 8mith, and A. D). Hars,

‘ The Mayvar’s Address.

The Mavar said that he had mnch pleasure in nresiding
at that evening’s gathering. He bad often wished, an.d
he supposed many peanle living far away from the 0Id
Country had also wished the same, that he eould have heard
at first hand some of the great men who were forcible

enough to help to mould the affairs of the British nation.
That privilege had been wenied them, but by way of com-
pensation they had enjoyed many things the people of the
Old Cowntry did not enjoy. They were that cvening to
hear something of a great mdvement from men who had
been at its centre, and who could tell them what they
belteved the merits of the guestion of Home Rule were.
Hsz thought his hearers would agres with him that the
envoys on behalf of the Trish party who were present that
evening had the honor of representing one of the most
umque parliamentary parties ever possessed by any Parlia-
ment. The whole Irish question bristled with controversies,
and differences of opinion of a very fierce and determinel
character were iuvoi)ved when the question of Home Rule
was mentioned.  But they could alli do honor to men of
eminence and remarkable power, and he had always person-
ally felt keen admiration f{or one of the most fearless parlia-
mentary feaders Great Britain had ever produced. Ha
referred to the late Mr. Paruell. Tt might not be quite
true, but it was verv nearly true, that therc was not a
man in the British House of Commons during the life of
Parnell who could approach him in his woenderful power of
holding a party together, witl: the oxception of the late
Mr. (Gladstone. The two men were in their ways the very
opposite of each other, but they were probably the two
most remarkable men who ever sat in the Honse of Com-
mons together. He did not believe that any man who
happened temporarily to occupy the office of Mayor of this
city or any other eity would be doing his duty it he declined
to extend a welcome to men who represented a large par-

- liamentary group such as that represented by Messrs. Hazle-

ton, Redmond, and Donovan.  He wonld go further and
say that some of the very people in this country whe might
protest apainst their extending the hand of fellowship and
cordial friendship to the men who were to speak that even-
g, would seream with indignation if any man in New
Zegaland had refused fo take the chair for Mr, Balfour and
some of that gentleman’s eolleagues on the Conservative
side of English polities.  Hle was always willing to do what
he consideved to be his duty on any great public question
without fear or favor of any man or group of men. He
had for many years past, on this great question of Home
Rule, refused to mix up with the matter of political rights
the matter of religious faith.  He held that they had pu
richt to refuse to men political freedom because of their
religions faith, He believed that the eanse of Home Rule
was nearing its trinmph, and that when it succeeded it
woeuld convert the British House of Commons into an Im-
perial Parliament, rather than a mixture of Imperial Par-
iznment and a laree local Board of Works. It was a
remarkable thing that (Great Britain, with lier genius for
teaching other unations the art of self-government, as
evidenced by lLer work in India, Exypt and South Africa,
shonld withhold the vight of self-government from Ireland,
and he could not help hut believe that Eugland was on the
verge now of giving the Irish people what would really
make a united people and a nation of the peoples making
up the British Empire. It would mean the union of the
Frglish-speaking race. outside the United States, and that
nnion, too, they hoped might eome betore long. The Empiro
at least would be composed of units, all having the rights
helonging to manlwod and nationhood, in a bond of union
that nothing would ever break. -

Mr. Iazleton’s Speech.

Mr. B .Hazleton, M.P., opened his address by thanking
those who attended the meeting in such large numbers, and
those who had given his colleagues and himself sach a
hearty welcome to the eity. He rejoiced in the fact that
there  were present that evening  not merely  their
friends, their kith and kin, from Ireland, but men
of all shades of political opinion and of varying nationality,
to testify their belief in the cause of Home Rule for lreland.
He was also glad to sce so many ladies present. If he wers
addressing  a  political meeting at Home he would be
seriously alarmed by their presence, hecanse he wonid ba
sure they would tackle him about votes for women. Busd
there was no danger of that in New Zealand, where the
ladies liad votes, amd, he felt surc, exercised them wisely
and well.  He had heard stories about, Christchurch.  Ho
had leard tliere were people in Christehureh who looked
upon the delogates with grave suspicion, and who wera
nclined to look uwpen them as representatives of a system
of anarchy and revolution. They had only to look at
Messrs. Redmond  and  Donovan, to sav nothing of the
speaker, and judge for themselves whetlier they were re-
presentatives of revolution. Ilis colleagues and himself wore
also accused of being the representatives of a system of
religious intolerance, hut, in spite of this, Christchureh

- had shown that it had a hond and a heart for Treland and

the eause of freedom. The Mayor and ‘the other repre-
sentatives  men  on  the platform iliat evening had not
allowed themselves to he deterred or intimidated from roming
there by anonymouns critics or anonvinons bigots. The day
when that would have been possible was past and gone.
Not merely the people of the United Kingdom, but the
people from end to end of the Empire, were coming in
view the Trish question in iis true and proper light. 1%
had #no lemg heen viewed throvgh o storm of prejudiee,
Latred, misunderstanding and misrepresentation.  The fisht
against that had lasted for thirty years, but it had at last
been conguered and beaten down. 1t was no longer pos-
gible cither in Great Britain or inm New Zealand to gain



