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tendance.  Councillor Gleeson presided. The lecturer
“divided his subject into two parts. In the first Le dealt with
Irishmen whe distinguished themselves in Parliament, and as
- geulptors, painters, poets, and at the bar. In the second
part the lecturer showed that Ireland enjoyed great pros-
perity under self-government, that national deeay followed
the destruction of the Irish Parliament, and answererd
several of the abjections to Home Rule. Mr. Sullivan spoke
without notes, and from beginning to end he lield the close
attention of his audience. 1le dealt with Treland’s past
glories, her decadence and struggles to avert it, and finally
her leroic efforts against tremendous odds o win back
Home TNule. The lecture was a very able one,” and was
frequently applauded.  Songs were sung during the even-
ing by Mr. and Mrs. Bourke and Miss Lorrigan, Miss
Neilie Ormond heing accompanist.  The proceeds are to
aid the Irish Pariiamentary fund.

THE IRISH;[ENVOYS

>

1SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS IN THE NORTH

Te Archa

(From cur own correspondent.)

A meeting of sympathisers with the cause of Home
Rule was held on Tuesday evening, May 23, for the pur-
pose of taking steps te procure a visit from one or more
of the Home Rule delegates now in the Dominion. There
was a large and representative attendance (says the local
Mail), and the chair was taken hy the Mayor (Mr. R. L.
Somers). . . .

The chairman referred briefly te the improved pros-
pects of Home Rule, and expressed 2 fervent hope that a
visit by the delegates might be arranged.

On the motion of Mr. Gavin, Mr. Greville-Smith was
asked to act as honorary secretary, and comsented.

Mr, Gavin said e had much pleasure in moving that
a letter be written te Mr. M. J. Sheahan, the secretary
of the Auckland commitice, asking him to use his best
efforts to get one or more of the Home Rule delegates to
visit and address an audience in Te Arocha.

The motion was seeonded by Dr. Kenny, and supported
very heartily by Mr. C. O'Driscoll. .

Rev. Father McGuinness suggested ihat they might
get a visit on the Saturday following the day fixed for the
Waihi meeting.  He pointed out, as was indeed evideneed
hy the eomposition af the gathering, that the causa of
Home Rule was wholly unsectarian. Some of the hest
of Ireland's patriot sons had been Protestants. Tt was
evident that the two races had come to know each other
hetter and to trust one another. He referred to the
remarks made by Mr. McNab, and reported in that morn-
ing’s Mail, to show the justice of the eause of the people
w]mise loyalty had been proved on many a hard-fought
field.

The motion was then put and carried,

Mr. Gavin said if they proved to be not so fortunate
as to obtain a visit from ihe delegates, theore was still a
way open for the ecxpression of their sympathy, and no
apportunity better than the present. e moved that the
secretary open a subscription list forthwith,

Mr. Milliken, in seconding {he motion, remarked that
he came from the ‘Biack North,” whero they were not
supgosed to believe in Home Rule; bhut like many Inglish-
men and others, he believed that Home Rule was the best
thing for Ireland.

. The motion was carried, and in a few minutes sub-
seriptions amournting to nearly £30 were protised.

The following were appointed a eommittee to carry
aut the objects of the meeting: —Messrs. Somers, Milli-
ken, O'Driscoll, Baine, Gavin, J. B. Jolinson, McSweeney,
Maurice Fitzgerald, Greville-Smith, Dr. Keuny, and the
Rev. Father McGuinness,

Levin

(From an occasional correspondent.)

The visit of the Irish delegates to Levin on Mayx 20,
although not remarkable for “its financial sucecess, was
nated for a few incidents whieh should he ehronicted in
your pages. The member for the distriet, Mr. W. T
Field, travelled ahout sixty miles from kis heme to take
the chair, and his introductory speech was afterwards re-
ferred to by Mr. Redmand as a complete grasp of the Irish
question.  The Mayor (Mr. B. R. Gardener), whe pro-
posed the vote of thanks, was equally np iu his subject wnd
most sympathetic.  Grehi Roera, a chicl of the Ngatirau-
kawa, was also present and made a most forcibel specch in
the usual Maori figurative stvle, Why (said he) does
not England grant Home Rule? Is it hecause she is
afraid to lose her Irish warriors?  If England is the mother
of Ireland, why does she not give the baby the milk it has
been erying for for over 100 years?

On the following morning the delegates attended Mass,
where the respected parish pricst, Father Cognet, heartily
welcomed them to the district, and preached a most elo-

quent sermon on St. Patrick and Irish fidelity to the -See
of Rome, At the close of the Mass the Rev. Father gave
them his blessing ,and the organist, Mr. Kearsley, played
the hymn, ‘0 Glovious St. Patrick” During the rest of
the day the delegates (with several friends) were enter-
tained by Mr. and Mrs. Hurley at their residence, * Avon-
more,’ where they could eat sloes and Irish * strawberries’
grown from Killarney blackthorn and Killarney arbntus.
In the afterncon Mr. Kennedy's motor-car arrived from
Wellington and took them off there.

Ashburton

[From our own correspondent.)
May 28,

A representative mecting of those interested in the
visit of Mr. Hazleton (Irish delepgate) was lLeld in the
Cathalic boys' schoolroom on Saturday afternoon last. Very
Rev, Dean ('Donnell presided, and very complete arrange-
ments with reference to a suitable reception were made.  The
very respectable sum of about £9) was subseribed in the
room for the lrish ecause. .

Christchurch

(From our own correspondent.)

The Trish envoys, Messrs, R. Hazleton, M.P., W. A.
Redmond, M.P., and J. Donovar, arrived at Lyttelton on
last Thursday morning by the Maori. They were met by
Fepresentatives of the Cliristchurch eommittee, who accom-
panied them to the citv. Carriages were in waiting at
the Christchurch Station and the delegates were driven to
the Clarendon Huotel. ‘

THE CIVI( RECEPTIOXN.

The delegates were received by the Mayor at the City
Council Chamber at noon, and were accorded a civie wel-
cotie.  There were presgat members of the Council, lodal
members of Parliament, and a pumber of prominent eiti-
zens.  Tho delegates were introduced by Mr. H. H. Lough-
nan. )

The Mayor said he had mueh pleasure, on behalf of
the citizens of Christchurch, in extending to the delegates
2 very hearty.weleome (says the I’ress).” The stay of the
delegates was going 1o be very brief, but it was hoped that

their reeollection of Christchurch would be altogetlier plea-

sant. The delegates had already had an opportunity of
sceing a good deal of the North Island, and they might
perhaps understand why New Zealanders referred to their
cowitry very frequently as ‘God’s Own Country.” He
thought that New Zealanders, perhaps better than the peaple
of other countries, could understand the intense passion
Irishmen had for their own eountry. The people in New
Zealand were not conseions of any grievance against the
Maotherland, for she had pranted "absolute power of seli-
sroverninent, a power that was almoest proiesque in its full-
ness,  The freedomn we had was so nnique that under the
proteetion of the British Navy we were able to develop our
own affairs, make our own laws, and to do with cur power
sowe things which secmed to be in direct hostility fo the
interests of the Old Land. Ior instance, we used our
power to develop our loeal industries under a system of
protection ihat was enfircly hostile to the development of
the British industries, bui we saw that if our people could
be made prosperous and happy, that was the best guarantee
for the prometion of affection and love towards the Old
Country. That was a unigue power, and le feit sure that
a very large majority of the people of New Zealand lookerd
forward to the day when the ouly local difficulty existing,
so far as he could think of, in the whols Tmpire, would
have passed away, and when absolute harmony would exist
between all the peoples making up the British nation. Of -
course, one could expect to find differences of opinion ‘n
this eonntry with regard to the visit of the delegrates, but
he felt he was right in saying there was very little of the
old passion existing with regard to political and religious
avestions that unfortunately were a factor in past politics.
He believed the old spirit of passion was dying, and people
were beginning all over the world to know what freedom
meant.  He hoped that the ultimate purpose of the dele-
gates’ mission might be soon accomplished, and that the
accoraplishment of it would confer just as muech hener upon
the British Parliament as the granting of complete self-
gavernment to other countrics had done. He referred parti-
cularly to Canada, Auvstraba, New Zealand, and South
Atriea. TIn conclusion, the Mayor expressed: the hope that
the delegates would look back to their visit to Christehurch
with feelings of intenge satisfaction. .

Mr. R. Hazleton, M.P., who was the first to reply,
thanked the Mayor for the welcome words he had spoken,
not merely with regard to the visit of the delegates to New
Zealand, but with regard also to the great eause which
they bad the honor to represent in New Zealand at the
present time. The weleome which they had received in
Christehurch that day was only one more example of the
kindnesses they had ‘experienced on all sides, not merely
from their own kith and kin in this country, but from people
of a different race and different religion who had extended
to them the hand of welenme, believing that the delepates
came upon a great and noble work, in whieh, as lovers of
iiberty, they were free and ready and anxions to join with
them. He was elad to think that what the Mayor had said
with regard to the change in public opinion upon guestions



