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A CRITICAL SITUATION.

According to reeent news from Madrid, the situation
in Portugal is becoming daily more critical.  Through
private sources one hears of general unecasiness. A great
number of arrests have been made in conncetion with
supposcd plots against the Government.

GENERAL

MANY A MICKLE MAKES A MUCKLE.

The editor of the Report of the Socicty of the Propa-
gation ol the Faith in §he Archdiocese of New York (savs
the lafholic 1Weekiy) hias some vemarlks which tell quite
as forcibly for Catholics this side of the Atlantic as for
their Americar brethren. The one hundred thousaud
dollars gollected in New York represents, we are told,
hut one per ceut per annum for cvery Cathohc‘ in the
dioeese.  Can Calholies noi rise to their respansihilities,
and, be it added, their privileves, by ane and all helping
home and foreign missions by cach sparing some such litdle
percentage off their income, whether large or small? Evea
the ‘painless penny ' that all could give and nene would
miss wonld go to swell the reeeipts which in Bngland fail
so lamentably short of what the needs of our foreipgn mis-
sions demand. As the American editor truly savs, “who
wonld feel the giving’ when it is the question of such a
mite?  But, on the eontrary, how much the 8.1 F. would
‘feel that giving’ if all the faithful would exert their
generosity oven to this little extent? :

MARIST MISSIO!

ARIES IN TASMANIA

>

Under the heading, * Patriotism,” a Tasmanian paper,
the Kraminer, had recently the jollowing reference to the
‘Marist  muissionaries, Rev.  [fathoers O'Connell and
MeCarthy : —- )

-~ We lave at present in our midst fwao clergymen who
intend conducting a suries of missions ot all the principal
coastal contres.  To other than Catholies this maxv be of
Little interest, but the rev. gentlemen, who are natives of
New Zealand, ure a eredii to their country in so far that
they regard the Dominion as an example to other parts
of Australasia. It is not dene in an cgotistical spiee,
only by way of cnconragemcut, and then only jn matters
pertaining to the Chureh. Notwithstanding this, the
congregation or those who fullow closelv  the preschers’
remarks, eannet fail to be struck with the patriotic spirit
of aur visttors. As one gentleman remarked, ¢ ther
never scem to lose an opportunity of referring in compli-
mentary terms te their native land.””  This is quite truoe,
and their attitude in this respect is one worthy of adop-
tion by Tasmanians to a man.  Tn this island we have re-
sources and possibilities cqual to those of New Zealand,
thoucl, unfortunately, uot quite so extensive. Tt should
ho the duty. then, of cvery one of us ta praise our own
State.  Quite enouch diseredit comes from eutsiders, and
it is to he regcretted that Tusmania is condomned by sev-
oral of Dher own residonts, and by men whe should know
better.  Tove af country does not exist in the hearls of
these particular individiale, as is the ease of onr Now
Zealapd friends.  Na matter how varied opinions mav he
i opolitics and other important quesiions, we shauld sl
be united in endeavoring to uphald the prestize of the
Btate, which, after all 15 said snd dane, is our home. No
man will go inte the street and seattor hroadenst any little
shorteomings that may exist in his home,  The same dis-
position shonld be observed in rerard to the State. beeause
if we refuse to spank well of our possessions we cannot ex-
peet strangers to do so.  Apari from spiritual edueation,
the Now Zealund priosts referred {o are setting an example
which anpatrictic Tasmunians would do well do adopt)’

The  Westmere  corvespondent  of  the  Tanaanni
fIhranicle writes: —* The niost of us have aatbereod  onr
apples and stored our potatoes, and some settiers have
started hand-feeding their cows. Frosts have visited cortain
parts, but us far as T can gatler, have not stopmed  the
autumnpal growth of old or springing of veoung grass.’

Mr. Redmond reeeived recently from the Trish Nation-
alists in the Transvaszl a substanfinl subseription towards
the Irish Purliamentary fund. Accomuanving 1the remit-
tance comes a letler saving that the Nationalists in Pre-
toria are a comparatively small hody. but they desire to join
their country¥nien in other parts of the world in showine
their svmpathy with the Frish Party in its strenuous fight
for Ireland’s frecedom.

Just a little illness,
Just a little pain;:
Just an awful, racking cough,
Which goes and comes again.
Just an age of suffering,
That’s the price you pay,
Unless you_ et Wood's Peppermint
Cure without delzy.
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Use for Towels.

A simple and uscful combing jacket may he made from
a mood large towel,  Divide it into four even parts; cut
oft the {wo of these nearvest the ends and sew them at
right angles to the central portion. Sew tape where the
pteces join, to tie the jacket on.  Jrom three crash dish
towels you can make a sewing aprou, turning up the bottom
and stiteling it tule pockets. Ribbon strings complete the
apron,

The Care of Nervous Children.

Nervousness in a chitld may be either inherited, or
brought about by, or it wmay be derived form, causes purely
physical or meatal, or of those allied. But, however
vceasioned, 1t is a malady of a peculiarly sad kind, and
one which makes it Leholden on those having charge of the
children so afflicted to treat dliem with special care. One
of the commonest forms is fear of darkness, wlich, as
time progresses, becomes tantamount to mental torture.
In some cases this may be inherited: but it far oftener
comes from stupid people talking in the hearing of very
young chidren, of newspaper and other reports of horrars,
or from brainless nurses telling the wondering and fearful
child tales of bogeys, and goblins, and witches. It is no
wonder that the active brain of the nervous ehild exag-
gerates all this nonsense in the loncliness of the darkenel
room.  Timidity in the presence of strangers is, perhaps,
the least serious symptom of the nervous ehild, 1t s rarely
more than a sign of superscositiveness, and ean soon he
cured by eare und kindness, and the gradual aceustoming
of 1the child to the presence of those other than its relas
tives and friends,

Nerve Tonics.

The use of nerfe tonics and foods may have an appre-
ciable benefit, for undoubtedly the brain Decones weakened
by the continued process of exhaustion, but in a larpe
bercentage of cases, moral moeasures are of more utility
than physical.  When the primary scat of mischief is thoe
brain, the evil is seldom due to chemical or structural
defects.  More frequently there obtains that which may he
expressed in the words—wrong action.  The mental state
of a chilil who is afraid of the darkness is a quite natura:
result of very wrong ‘influence. It ig to be a greater
coward than the child to threaten it and leave it alone with
conjured up horrors. Let it he nlaved with in the dark
and told tales to make it laugh hefore 1t seitles down to
sleen, and let the dulling ears lLear known and heloved
footsteps in and near the room. Never at any time of
the day, by any chance talk of any horrifying happening
which teolk place, in the hearing of a nervons ehild, Above
all, make the hour hefore bedtime the jolliest of the day,
and if tales are 1o be told, let them he fairy tales with
tho hiappiest ending.

Three Iixecllent llints.

In ironing 2 blouse without a proper sleeve board. it
is_ diffienlt for the amatenr lanndress to deal suceessiully
with the upper part of the sleeve and the wathers therein.,
In zn emergeney the following plan, if adopted, will give
pleasing results: Put the iron stand on the table, and an
it stand the lint iron, upright; then take the blouse in
both hands and pass the inside of the top of the sleeve
over the tip of the iren.  This method will give the top
of the sleeve the finished appearance so desired,

The hem of lace collars, bands, und vests should ba
strenethened with a fold of net or lace laid at the back
af the hems as a support Lo the hooks and eves, or buttons
and loons, used for fastenings, otherwise the strain on the
luce will soon result in a tear.

H a blouse is to be kept in position at the walst, Tun
a drawing all round.  To commence, measnre the length
of back from eollar 1o waist-line, and fram the under arm
to waist-line: also arrange the amount of fulness required
in front.  Then run a draw tape round and tiec at the

Lack. By this simple method an ordinary loose blonse
will fit to the waist perfectly.
e

At the end of March the Irish Parliamentary Fund
stoad al £3205 14s 7d.  The week's list included subserip-
tions from seveun Irish bishops, viz., Wight Rev. Dr. Man-
pan, Kerry: Right Rev. Dr. Fogarty, Kilinore; IRight
Rev, Dr. Kelly, Ross {Cork), cach of whom sent a cheque
for £il: Right Rev. Dr. Sheehan, Waterford and Lismore;
Right Rev. Dr. Gilmartin, Kilmore; Right Rev. Dr
O'Trea, Galway; and Right Rev. Dr. O'Neill, Dromore,
each sent £3.  The list also included £40 55 4d from the
U.LT. of Great Britain, £25 45 6d from Strabane, £19
Os 64 {from Tula (Clare) U.T.L., £20 from Killeagh, Bal-
lingar and Raheen, King's Connty, U.1.L., £10 each from
B. M. O'Reilly and G. McSweeney, Dublin,

DEAR ME

Forgotten that SYI\EINGTON’S COFFEE ESSENCE! Whatever shall I do?
the nearest store and ask- They =ll keep it.
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