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Current Topics
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A Versatile Monarch

An esteemned Dunedin contemporary has bheen aptly-

directing attention to the versatility of King George. 1t
appears that just prior to lhis acceptance of a copy of the
Authorised Version of the Bible and iis eloquent remarks
on the subject of the Fercentenary—which, by the way,
the Dunedin Preshyterians wishh to have placarded on the
walls of our ‘ueutral’ State schools—his Majesty hal
given his patronage to a musie hall entertainment. A
little later the eable informs us that he visited Newmarket
and inspected his racing stables; and that while witnessing
the racing he received a great ovation. Saturday’s cables
announce that his Majesty has just scored his first win on
the turf. The Pall M«ll Gazette recently issued a ¢ Sports
and Pastimes’ Supplement, containing an article headesd
!The King's Racing Inlieritance,” in the course of which
the following information is given:—* It is in the highes?
degrec appropriate that our Turf should have the King
at its head. This is to be the King's yvear, and before
the seazon is many weeks old we hope to see—indeed, we
shall sec—his Majesty's eolors on our racceourses. King
George hias rot lieretofore allied himself very elosely with
racing, though from time to time he has attended somc
of the more important meetings. He has been an
oceasional visitor at Newmarket. We lave seen him at
Liverpool the guest of the Earl of Derby; at Goodwood a
member of the Duke of Richmond’s house party; at Epsom
and Newhury, and, of course, at Ascot. Indeed, the im-
pression that his Maojesty derived Lut little satisfaction
from the pursuit of racing was probably altogether erron-
eous.  Whether ar not, the stfuation is now changed. The
King inherited from bis father splendid racing and hreed-
ing studs. A fortnight after the late Monarch's death 1t
was officially awnounced that—' King Edward, having be-
queathied his racing and breeding stud to the King, it is
his Majesty's inteution to carry on these establishments on
the same Jines as in the past.” IL would be difficult to
exaggerate the sense of satisfaction which that intimation
occastoned in racing circles.’
*
‘We know what Heaven or Hell may bring,
But no man knoweth the mind of the Ring,’

sings Kipling, in lis rough way. ‘The Poll Mall Gusette's
stabement that ‘the impression that his Majesty derived
but little satisfaction from the pursuit of racing was
probably altogether crrencous.’ will sot people wondering
what was the actual *mind of the Wing’' regarding the
episodes mentioned above.  Which of the threé functions
really appealed to him—the music hali, the turf, or the ter-
centenary?  Possibly this is ane of the cases where ignor-
ance is Dbliss, It is. at any rale, safe to say that the King
who ean satisty turfites and tercentenarvians with equal
ease is a man of wo ordinary parts,

American Schools: A New Religion

The ease with which allegedly ‘neutral’ State schools
can be ‘secrctly, silently, and surreptitiously,” yet withal
effectively sceularised, and made the medium for carrying
on a distinctly materialistic propaganda, is strikingly illus-
trated by the statements cantained in a pamphlet just
published by the Flonerable Bird 8. Coler, of New York.
Mr. Coler has long been prominent in the public and
political life of New Yorl; and his brochure is a protest
against the admission of a new religion into the public
schools,  In answer to the questions, What new religion?
Has not all relicion been excluded from the schools?  Mr.
Coler replies: ¢ No; for it is true in psyehology as it is in
physics that nature ahhars a vacuum. The old religion is
being excluded, bat a new religion is rushing in to take
its place, Tt is variously called. By some it is known us
Agnosticism, by some Atheism, by some Socialism.””  Mr.
Coler classes them all under the head of Socialism. ¢ For
though,’” remarks Jdmerice, commenting on the book, * there
are excellent men in the socialistic wovement who woeuld
resent being called Atheists or Agnostics or Ethical Cul-
turists, and who maiutuin that Socialism is a mere matter
of political economy and las nothing to do with religion,
vet the faet is undemable that Socialism is based on »a
theory of material civilisation from which God is execluded.’
This new religion, which is affirmative, dogmatic, and in-
tolerant, is, aceording to Mr. Coler, making straipht for
public school control. and has already, under the guise of
humanitarianisin, reduced many of its theorics to a cou-
crete expression.

*

As far back as 1887 the Princrion Review informed its
readers that the Superintendent of Public Schools in
Chicago refused a work on political economy ‘hecause the

first sentence damned it for public schools.’ 'The first
sentence was: ‘ All natural wealth is due to the beneficencs
of God.” But in respect to the encroachment of atheistio
Socialism New Yorl, Mr. Coler tells us, has outrun Chicago;
and this exelusion of even the name of God from the text-
books of the public schools is now, Le declares, becoming
the rule. The teacher in our public scheols may deal with
the faith of the Egyptians, with the Olympian deities of
the Greeks, with the Manitou of the Indians, but Christmas
is taboo, Easter is a subject prolibited. No one believes
there was ever a Merceury with wings on his heels, but
that my be taught in schools. Bveryone knows that there
was a Jesus of Nazareth, but that must not he mentioned.’
The gulf hetween present-day developments and the old
ideals of the Republic is well bronght cut. *Tf that be
right,’ continues the writer, ‘the logical thing to do is to
cut the name of God out of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, to publish withont it the Farewell Address of the
Father of his Country, to leave some significant blanks in
the sublime sentences of Lincoln over the dead of Gettys-
burg. We are forming a nation of atheists.” These are not
the worde, as dmerien points out, of a priest or a Catholic
lavman; they are the earnest and unbiassed utterance of
a Christian public man who sees the danger, and raises his
voice in warning while yet there is time.

The Luther legend

The Luther legend—to the effect that, when a Catholic
monk, he did not kuow there was such a thing as a Bible
in existence until he aceidentally discovered ’ one chained
to the wall of his monastery—has heen so thoraughly riddled
by learned historians that it may be permitted to us to
hope that it is at Iast veasonally dead. At least it is
satisfactory to mote that scholarly and representative Pro-
testants have themseclves frankly nbaudeoned it. The current
issue of our Dunedin contemporary—ile Christian Ouflook
—ocontains a quotation in point from a ceries of articles
on Luther which are being contributed to the Cenfury
Muagazine by Professor Arthur M Giffert, who occupies the
chair of Church History in Unien Theological Seminary, New
York. Our contemperary explains that the Union Seminary
occupies a peculiar positiou, in that, while a Presbyterian
college, it is not controlled by the General Assembly of the
American Church, being nrivately endowed; and that con-
sequently its theological trend is somewhat more liberal
than ihe couservative mposition held by the American
Chureh. Our contemporary qtiotes as follows from Pro-
fessor MfGiffert: ¢ Luther’s studies embraced the writings
of the Church Fathers and particularly the Bible, to which
he was hecoming more and more attached. He tells us
that it was in lis twentietll vear that he first saw a com-
plete copy of the Scriptures, in the University Library at
Trfurt. He had hitherto supposed that they embraced only
lessons read in the public services, and was delighted to
find much thal was quite unfamiliar to him. His ignorance,
it may he remarked, thongh not exceptienal, was his own
fault. The nolion that Bible-reading waa frowned upon by
the ceclesiastical authorities of that age is quite unfounded.
To be sure it was not considered part of a Christian’s duty,
as it is in many Protestant churches, and few homes
possessed a copy of the Seripiures, but they were read
repularly in chureh, and their stwdy was no more prohibited
to University students of that day than to those of this,
and was probably as little practised by most of them as
it is now.’

*

That is interesting as a Preshyterian vindication of
the Catholic Clurch from the charge of hostility to the
reading of the Seriptures; but Professor M‘Giffert is still
too generous in his concessiou to the old traditional version
of the alleged Luther episnde.  The legend—to which the name
of D'Aubigné gave such extensive currency—that Luther
did not know what a Bible was until he made his *dis-
covery,” has been left literally withont a leg to stand on, by
the researches and testimony of the learned Anglican, Dean
Maitland.  ‘To say nothing of parts of the Bible,” he
writes (Dark dgrs, p. 508), “or of books whose place is
wneertain, we Lknow of at least twenty different editions
of the whole Latin Bible printed in Germany only, before
Tather was barn. Fhese had issued from Augsburg, Strass-
burg, Cologne, Ulm, Mainz (two), Basle (four), Niirem.
burg {ten). and were dispersed through Germany, T repeat,
before Luther was born; aud I may add that before that
event tliere was a printing-press as work in this very
town of Erfurt, where more than twenty years after, he
is said to have made las ‘discovery,” And yet . . . we
find a young man who had received “a very liberal educa-
tion,” who *had made great proficiency in his studies at
Magdeburgh, Eisenach, and ®rinel,” and who, neverthe-
less, did not know what a Bible was, simply beeause ¢ tho
Bible was nnknown in those davs.’” On Maitland's ex-
posure of the absurdity of this story, D'Aubigné tried to
escape responsibility by fathering the tale on to some
early ¢authority '—which authority, by the way, on being



