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SOUTH AMERICA AS IT REALLY IS

-

Thanks to the way some of the nen-Catliolic mission-
aries describe South America the impression is pretty
general here that the people of that section of the world
are a poor, ignorant lot {(says the New York Catholic News).
But now and then a level-headed American business man
reburns after a tripe to one or more .of the republies down
there and does not hesitate to say that the Latin-Americans
have been cutrageously misrepresented. These truthiul
glimpses of our Bouth American neighbors, we regret io
say, are not as numercus as we would like them to be,
especially as the missienary brand of assault on the people
is always in cireulation.  Now, however, we have from a
competent authority a verdiet on South America that should
have the effect of silencing for &ll time the slanderers of our
southern neighbors. lIn the New York Times of February
12, the Hon. John Barret, the Director-General of the Pan-
American Union, who has passed several years in South
America and ig thoroughly familiar with the conditions
there, paid a tribute to the proficiency of the University
students in the South American Republies, and to the ideal
home life of the people. He said in part:

I must now make a statement I am sorry to put forth,
hecause it reflects upen the young men of this country;
but in making it I am simply telling the truth and doing
justice to our neighbors. A contrast wiil explain just
what I mean, Pick at random a hundred young men who
have just been graduated from one of the great Latin-
American universities, and then pick the same number at
random from tle graduates of any of the principal univer-
sities of the United States. Let them be examined com-
petitively and tested by comparison, particularly in regard
to manner, clearness of speech, capability to write well,
knowledge of language, of history, of literature, of the
sciences, and in almost ali the branches that are supposed
to constitute the best part of the education of & graduate
from a modern university, and the result will be so over-
whelmingly in favor of the Latin-American student that
guch of us as may have done it will bow ocur heads in
ghame at even having criticised the educational methods of
Latin-America.

“Tt is intcresting, in this connection, to note that the
majority of young Latin-Amcericans who come to the United
States to study in our universitics, as ours go to Europe
to study in the English and the German universitics, stand
well in their elasses and lhave a reputation for seholarship
which reflects credit on their race. It may be excusable
to point out, in a discussion of this kind, that in Lima,

Peru, a university of high standing was in existence 100 .
years before John Harvard founded the great university
ghich fears his name and is one of the prides of the United
States.

Mr. Barret did not hesitate to say that the Latin-
American las many virtues. ‘Take his home life,’ he
said.  ‘Rich or poor, he can be accused of anything but
race suicide. The best families in Brazil. Argentine,
Chile, and Mexico average two or three times the number
of children characterising the hest families in thie United
States,  This may be due to the prevailing religion and
its teachings in this matter, or it may be due to race
psychetogy; but the fact remains’

¢ And how about divoree? he was asked. ¢ Almost
naknown,’ prompily responded DMr. Barret. ¢ There,
again, the prevailing relizion possibly has much influencee,
but whatever may be the cause to which conditions may
be due, it is the case that one hears rarely in the Latin-
Anmerican republie of such cases of domestic infelicity as
gre rﬂ’)orted constantly in the newspapers of the United
states.

fiome Life in Spain

Y
>

Family life in Spain centres whoelly about the mother
of the family (deelares Mary F. Nixon-Roulet in The
Spanicrd at Home).,  The word of lu madre is law to the
children; and it is equaily so to the father.

As mothers, Spanish women are devoiion itself. Trom
the bighest to the lowest Spaniards are devoted to children.
Devotien to her offspring is equalled, by a Spanish woman,
ouly by her leyalty to her husband.  Their home life ‘s
the only thing in the world for them, and there are few

. things pleasanter than the Spaniards at home. :

The most striking thing about Spanish home life is
its mirthfulness. The servants sing about their work, the
children chatter, the women tallk galy, the men jest, every=
one is pleasant and obliging.  The whole tone seems to be
taken from the lively, talkative dona at the head of the
house. X

Customs vary in different ranks of life, but the general
tone of family life is the same. Tven among the peas-
antry one scldom hears quarrelling -at liome. Perlimps
hecause he is temperate, [Mego is easier to live with than
hiy English or American vousin, and the plain litile white-
washed cottages of tle poorest country districts seem to
breathe a spirit of content.
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WE CARRY ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST . . .

UP-TU-DATE 810 KS OF THESE LINES IN THE DOMINION.
OUR GOODS ARE SOUND AND OUR PRICES ARE KEEN.
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J. B. MANSFIELD & SONS

CHRISTCEIURCIET

DIanchester 4 Allan

Have the very latest in Granite and Marble constantly

arriving.

Inspection Invited.

Estimates and Designs forwarded on appllcation.

Established 1883.
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