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the Crown and the colanies. The Imperial Parliament
would also retain an overriding and supreme authority
over the new Irish Legislature, such as it possesses to-day
over ibe ecolonial Parliaments.’

Control of TPolice.

¢ You mention the police. Would you propose that
the Toyal frish Coustabulary should be continved in its
present form?’ .

¢ T should say certainly not; but you will understand
that all mambers of the force have the right to a pension,
and that a complete aiteration of the character of the
force, which is sewi-military, could not be cffected at once.
This is a matter presenting some difficultivs.  But they
are difficulties which L liold to e essentially of a temporary
character. The police force whick Lreland should con-
tral would be in character such a police ns you have here
in England. It should be about a third of the present
force in number and entail about a third of the present
cost. As to finaneial guestions, { prefer at this stage to
make no statement beyond this: The suggestion that a
financial settlement just to Dboth countrics is a really
serious difficulty in one way is, in my opinion, totally
untrue. On the contrary, 1 am convinced that it will be
found when the matter is investigated that the argument
founded on finance is the strongest of all in favor of
Home Rule, and from the British standpoint quite as
much as from the Irish.’ )

“You mention the overriding authority which the
Imperial Parliament would retain.  Would that affect
the fears that DProtestants will never receive just treat-
ment from a Nationalist Parliament?.

¢ As to Protestants recciving fair play, the entire his-
tory of Ireland indieates that they will.  But hevond
that I would gladly accept any safeguards which were
consistent with ordinary democratic principles.  As tfo
the apprehensions which one hears expressed in these
matters, | honestly believe that twelve months’ experience
of Home Rule will lay such bogeys for ever.  There is
no reality behind them—they are merely stage properties
which may terrify ignorant people, just as a hollow furnip
with a candle in it terrifies a child.  While the guestion
i open it pays politicians to expleit these terrors; but
there is a verv wise saving in a little pamphlet written
by an ald colleague of mine, the late Alfred Webb, u
Quaker, one of the sincerest Nationalists and hest men
that T ever knew. Tet we guote 1t to you:—

“Sa long as the centre of power lies in a people,
parties and interests learn to accommodate themselves to
ench other.  Otherwise they scelt to wain their ends not
hy mutual agreement and accommodation, but by working
on the feelings, the fears. aud the pre’udices of these
among whom is the centre of power.’” ) .

«That sccond sentence describes exactly what 1s going
on in CGreat Britain and TIreland to-day, The first sent-
ence prophesies aceurately what will come to pass when
the centre of power in Irish matters lies in the Irish people
themselves.’

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

{From our gwn correspondent,)
May 20,

A number of children of the Thorndon parish will
make their First Communion on Pentecost Sunday.

The ladies’ branch of the Fiibernian Society are ergan-
ising their annual social, which is to fake place at St.
Peter’s Schoolreom on Wednesday, June 24,

The Cathelic Club commenced their menthly winter
euchre parties at St. Patrick’s Hall on last Wednesday.
There was a good attendance and an enjoyable evening was
spent.

The Irish Fnvavs arrive Lere to-morrow, and will he
the puests of Mr. Martin Kennedy, K.3.G.  Messrs, Red-
mond and Donovan will Ieeture in the Concert Chamber
of the Town Hall on ¢ Grattan’s Parliament.”  On Wednes-
day they leave for Christchureh,

Much sympathy is felt for Mr. Paul Verschaffelt, of
Thornden parish, who has received news of the death of
his father, Mr. Desird Verschaffelt, who was accidently
killed in Paris on May 11.

His Grace Archbishop Redwood proceeded duving the
past weck to Wairoa to bless the new eonvent erected for the
Wisters of St. Jouseph.  Latest advices from Wairea state
that his Grace and the Very Rev. Dean Regrnault, whe
accompanicd him, arc, through stress ol weather, bar-
bound.

Last Sunday night st St. Josepl's Church, Buckls
street, the monthly meeting of the Mon’s Confraternity of
the Sacred Heart. was well atlended.  The Rev. Father
Hurley, S.M., addr(‘ssoa} the memhers, takwg for his sub-
ject ‘The State of Religion in Portugal.’ :

It is with repret I Lave to record the death of ome
of Thorndon’s oldest parishioners in the person of DMrs.
Maginnity ,of Karari, which oceurred cn the 7th inst.
The funeral took place on the 9th at Karori, the Rev.
Father Yeoples, $.3L, offielating.—R.1.P,

On Baturday afterncon a very enjovable tea was given
by Mrs, Keefe at the Kelburne Kiosk, her guests being
those wlo had so willingly and nutiringly given their assisi-
ance with the stalls at tle reeent King's Festival, held in
the Town Hall. Before cthey parted, Miss (’Sullivan, ou
hehalf of those present, asked Mrs, Keefe's acceptance of a
very handsome hand-bag and cui-glass scent bottle.

In conjunction with the official visitor (Mrs. Schoch),
the members of the Catholic Club Dramatie Sceiety enter-
tained the inmates of the Porirun Mental Hospital on
Tuesday evening with a concert and dramatie performanee.
The entertainment was highly appreciated by the patients
and staff.  Dr. Jeffries thavked the entertainers, and ex-

pressed a wish they would come again.

His TLordship Bishop Clune, s¢ well known to New
Zealanders, has  alveady commenced to inauguraie the
Catholic Soriety movement in his dioeese.  3lis Lordship
has sent an invitation to the Hon. L. 1. Hevdon, M.L.C.,
President of the Superior Council of 1he St. Vineent de
Paul Society of Australasia, to visit Western Ausivalin thig
month to found twelve conferences of the saciety.

Oune of the works of the St. Vineent de Paul Society
in this city that is doing an immense awount of good in a
quiet way is ihe distributien of Catholie literature. Fach
church in the city 1s equipped with a book-case, and it i
surprising the quantity of iiterature that is cireulated in
this way. The demand for literature is also keen at many
of the country conferences. .

Mr. G. DI}, Crenin, well known ix Catholic musieal
circles at Christchureh and Te Aro, was killed last Saturday
on the railway line between Meliings and Lewer Hutt. Of
late vears Mr. Cronin has resided in Petoue. Prior to
taking up his residence there Mr. Cronin was a popular
member of St. Josepl’s choir, aml much sympathy is feit
for his bereaved relatives.—R.1.P.

The Wellington Hibernians met last i hursday evening
for ihe purpese of considering the guestion of giving
the Irish Envoys—Messrs. Thomovan, Hazicton, and Red-
mond—a fitting send off on the eve of their depaurture from
the Dominion. In the unaveidable absence of the Distriet
Deputy (Bre. J. W, Callaghan, P.P.), Bro. W. J. Feenny
was voted to the chair. The Rev. Father Hickson, S.M.,
Adm., aud representatives from Tharndon, Newtown, Hutt,
Petone, and Wellington, and ladies’ branches were present.
It -was deeided to fender a hanguet in the eoncert chamber
of the Town Hall, and varvicus commitices for carrying
out of the neeessary arrangements were set up.

The mission condueted by the Redemptorist Fathers
for the past three weeks at St. Anne's was coneluded on
last Bunday., HHundreds received Holy Communion at the
6.30, 7.30, and 9 o'clock Masses. The Rev. Father Whelan,
C.88.R., preached to a large congrosation at the 10.30
o’clock Mass, and in the evening the Rev. I"ather Creagh,
C.55.R., preached to a crowded congrepation. He con-
gratulated them on the suceess of the wission, and exhorted
them to persevere in the good practiees eommoenced in the
mission. At the conelusion of his sermon the Rev. Father
Creagh imparted the Papal blessing. The 6 o’clock Mass
on the following Monday was also well attended, and was
offered up for the departed relatives of the parishioners.

-Om Monday evening the Rev. Father Creagh commenced =

migsion at St, Patrick’s, Kilhirnie. and the IRev. Father
Whelan opened one at St. Wrancs’ Charch, Island Bay.
Both misstons are heing well attended, and will conclude
to-morrow.

Wairoa

{From an occasional correspondent.}

May 16

. On Sunday, May 14, his Grace the Archbishop of Wel-
lington made a pastoral visitation of Wairoa. His Graece
was accompanied by the Very Rev. Dean Regnauli, S.M.
{Provineial), and the Rev., Father McDonnell, S M. (Na-
pier),  Addresses of welcotne from the parishioners was
read by Mr, Duggan, A Missa Cantata was cclebrated by
Very Rev. Dean Regnault.  The music was the Mass of
&t. Cecilia, which was excellently vendered by the choir.
Immediately after Mass his Grace administered the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation to a number of children. In the
afternoon his Grace blessed and opened the new convent and
school.  The school has hren a _suecess from the start,
there being 77 pupils on the voll.  As the result of an
appeal a sum of £70 was subseribed at the ceremony. In
tho cvening his Grace gave an interesting an instructive
account. of the great Bucharistic Congress in Montreal.
At half-past twelve on Sunday & luncheon was given in
honor of his Grace. There were present Dean Regnauli,
Rev, [Fathers McDonnell and Le Pretre, Messrs, Jos, Corkill
(Mayor), Jos. Powdrell (Chairman County Councild, J. J.
Hunter Brown, F. L. Matihews, F. Taxlor. F. J. Foot,
Jt'l J. Parker, John Duggan, A. D. Lynch, A. Allen, and
ather,

Aramoho

(From our own correspondent.)
May 19.

A new conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Soeiety
has been opened here. The members take an active interest
in all matters connceted with our beautiful little church.
They formed n working bec to put the chureh grounds in



