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ST. JOSEPH’S MEN’S CLUB, DUNEDIN

>

The annual meeting of the St. Joseph’s Men's Club
was held in St. Joseph's Hall on Monday evening, May 8.
Rev, Father Coffey, Adm., presided, and there was an
attendance of about ffty members.

The following report was repd by the secretary (Mr.
W. Higgins):— : e

ln presenting its report, it is your commitiee’s pleasal}t
duty to congratulate members on the success of the year's
work, and to express the hope that the session which is
about to commence will show the marked progress which
distinguished the last year from its predecessors. In every
department of the club’s activities the members displayed
an enthusiastie interest. The large number of young
members was most gratifying, and it is safe to prophesy—

judging by their imtial efforts—that they will, during the

coming session, do much to advance the club and place it
in the position which such an institution Ei‘eserves to
ceeupy in the life of our Catholic young men. The average
attendance for the year was thirty-five. Twenty-one meet-
ings were held, seven being devoted to debates and im-
promptu speeches, four to lectures, three to readings, cne
to Bhakespearian reading, and six to musical and social
evenings.  The dcbates were highly successful, and the
advancement made during the year was plainly manifested
by the club’s victory on two cccasions against the South
Dunedin Club. _The younger members made especially
good progress, and it is sincerely to be hoped that they will
continue to take an active interest in what is to us as
Catholic young men the most valuable of all the club’s
departments.  We are of necessity brought inte touch
in offices and factories with those of different faiths, and
though happily the days of religious bitterness are dying
out, there are still many in whose minds religious prejudies
and animosity still linger, and who are ever ready to sneer
at the principles and practices of our religion. The Cath-
elic young man whe is forced-—owing to a lack of facility
in expression and discussion—to stand by unable to defend
his faith is a disgrace to himself and his religion, In our
debating branch these deficiencies are remedied, and the
rules of right discussion inculcated.  There is no reason
why cur Catholic young men should not take their proper
lace in publie affairs; and here, more than in any other

Eepartment of life, there is an absolute necessity for the
ready and fluent expression of ideas. The Glee Club was
as uswal sucecessful, and is fuliilling in an admirable manner
the object for which it was instituted, 1lts members have
solved the problem, ‘ How te succeed?’ by bringing to their
work unbounded enthusiasm, loyalty to their loaders, and
& capacity for determined effart. = Mr. Deehan and Mr.
Heley have sacrificed much of their tims to forward its
interests, and the high state of efficiency to which they
have assisted in bringing it does them the highest credit.
The readings were most enjoyable, and your committee
takes the opportunity of recommending to members this
profitable ancf plessant item on our syllabus.  Clear read-
ing makes for clear speaking, and tle proficiency gained
by this practice will undoubtedly help debaters to a clear
and pleasant delivery., The Shakespearian reading, in
conjunction with the Ladies’ Club, was highly successful,
and fully justifies a_similar performance during the com-
ing sesston.  Mr. Callan’s interest ig as earnest as pre-
viously, and le is deserving of thanks for the time le de-
votes to the preparation of readinps., The lectures wers
more than ordinarily popular, and the polier of the club
of drawing on its own members as far as possible for these
items was amply justified by the very instructive and
entertaining evenings given by Messra., Hussey and Ross-
botham. = The report would not be complete without refer-
ence to the work of our gemial and hardworking rev. pre-
sident (Father Coffey). His nntiring energy, regular at-
tendance, and keen and practical interest in ihe advance-
ment of every memher of the club las done mueh towards
the progress that is recorded. He has been an ideal mem-
ber and an ideal president, and his popularity with the
members is a testimony of his merits in those capacities.
In conclusion your committes begs to thank members

for the support accorded it during the year. Prespects
were never brighter; but members must remember that
sucgess is gained by diligent effort, and if they wish to

" crieff, the well known seedsmen and nu

take advantage of the facilities for self-improvement which
the club offers they must develop by means of -hard work.
Yor placing these advantages within easy reach they owa
the club & debt which they can best discharge by exerting
their influence to increase the membership,

Mr. E. W. Spain, in speaking to the motion for the
adaption of the report and balance sheet, congratulated
the members on the success of the work of the past year—
the success being duwe in a preat measure to the number
of young men from the Football Club who had joined the
soclety,  The success of the club during the current year
was agsured if members would strive carnestly and work
diligently, .

Rev. Father Coffey complimented thie secretary on his
excellent report, and alse conpratulaied the members on
the success of the society during the past year. A notice-
sble feature of the work of the socicty was the progress
macle by the young members who took part in the debates.
Owing to the hall being used towards the end of last year
in connection with the bazaar, there was not so much
opportunity for sccial gatherings, but this would not be
the case this season. He trusted that the hopes of the
secretary, as eSpressed in_the report, would be realised,
and that the eurrent session would be a very successful
one.

The report and balance sheet were then adepted. .

. Mr. J. Hally read the report and balance sheet of the
hall exeeutive, whicl, after a brief disoussion, were
adopted. :

Before the election of officers took place Rev. Father
Coffey, Adm., who had heen president for the past . six
years, intimated that owing te his time being otherwise
fully oceupied, he would have to decline momination on
this occasion.

His Lordship Bishop Verdon is patron of the club,
and the eclection of officers resulted as follows : —President,
Rev. Father P. J. O'Neill; vice-presidents, Rev. TFather
Coffey and Mr. M. Rosshotham; secretary and treasurer,
Mr. 'W. Higgins; committee, Messrs, . W Spain, J.
Hally, T. Laffey, R. Gallagher, A. .J. Ryan; aunditor, Mr.
T. Deehan; representatives an the hall executive, Messrs.
W. Higgins, J, Hally, aud E. W. Spain, '

Ten candidates were nominated for membership.

. Rev. Father O'Neill thanked the members for electing
him president, and said that he would do his best to for
ward the interests of the club. .

A vote of thanks to Father Coffey for presiding hrought
the proceedings to a close.

Waihi

(From our own correspondent.) )
May 7.
The annual entertainment by the pupils of the Waihi
Convent School Iast Friday night was o great success,
every part of the large Academy Theatre being packed to
overflowing.  No encores were allowed, but every item
was warmly applanded. A wvaried programme concluded
with a drama, ‘ The Reverse of the Medal,’ in which all

the characters were taken by young girls, who acqnitted
themselves admirably.

We have received from Messrs. Howden and Mon-

. well rserymen, Dunedin,
their descriptive catalogue of rare and beautiful plants,
Toses, fruit trees, ete.; for the current season. Now is a
good time to ecommence tle planting of trees and shrubs
of all kinds, and those of our readers who entrust their
orders to this long-established frm will have ne cause to
regret it.  In the ease of fruit trees it takes some time
before their werth can be ascertained, and if they do not
turn out aceording to deseription it is so much time and
money wasted.  Such trees if purchased haphazard at
auction sales are invariably the veriest rubbish, and never
give satisfnetion.  The safest and  wisest course Is o
urchase from a reputable firm like Messrs, Howden and
Monerieff, whose seeds, trees, and plants are healthy and
well grown, and are sure to give general satisfaction. All
plants and trees leaving the firm’s nurseries for the coun-
try are carcfully packed, and every care taken to ensure
their arrival in good order and condition... ‘
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Kingsland and Ferguson
UNDERTAKERS
Axp MONUMENTAL. MASONS,
Spey and Dee Streets,
INVEROARGILL,
Have Opened a Monumental Yard In Das

ments, Headstones, and Crosses.
UNDRRTAKING Brancu; SpEy StTrEET.
All Kinds of Cemetery Work dooe at

Reasonable Prices.
Lettering a S'geciality. Estimates Glven,
Telephone, 126, One of the Lar
Btocks in

KINGSLAND & FERGUSON

MAKE NO MISTAKE

for your

WINTER BOOTS & SHOES

You cannot do hetter than visit or
Bend Order to

street, with a Choice Selection of New |. 1}
Stocks of Granite and Marble Monu- S I Mo N BROS
GEORGE ST.

NEAR OCTAGON, DUNEDIN. Nore.—Funerals conducted to suit

est and Choicest
: the Colony.
Country Friends send for perticulars.

Robert H. Wilson & Son

UNDERTAKERS & EMBALMERS
1564 Aprraips Rosp
WELLINGTON.

R. H. Witsovn & Sox dosire t¢
draw attention ,to their Mortuary
Chapel, which is the largest and best
equipped in the City. :

all requirements at shortest notice.
Telephone 1999—Day or Night.

(No connection with any other City
Firm.,)




