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NATIONAL BANQUET IN LONDON

—_——————

THE IRISH LEADER AND THE WORLD’S
PEACE

MR. A. CARNEGIE AND HOME RULE

Mr. .John Redmond, M.P., presided on March 18 at
the Irish National 8t. Patrick's Day banquet, which_ was
held at the Hotel Cecil, London. 'There was a record at-
tendance, and amongst those present were:—DMr. R. Hazle-
ton, M.P.; Captain the Hon. Fitzroy Hemphill, Major-
General 8ir ‘A, 1. Turner, Mr. J. P. Boland,
M.P.; -Count O'Clery, Mr. F. J. Smyth, M.P.; Mr.
J. J. O’Shee, M.P.;.Mr. W. A. Redmond, M.P. (son of the
Irish leader); Mr, John T. Donovan, Mr. Wm. O'Malley,
M.P.; Mr. M. Keating, M.P.; Mr. Clement Shorter, cic.

Mr. Jolm Redmond, M.I*., who was entlllusmstlg'ally re-
ceived en rising to propose ‘Ireland a Nation,’ said: Fer
the twelfth time in succession T have the honor te-night of
proposing at the St. Patrick’s Day banguet the toast of
“Ireland a Nation." The twelve years which have elapsed
gince I first had the liomor of presiding abt this gathering
of Trishmen in London en St. Patrick’'s Day have been years
of labor and anxicty and regponsibility for everyone con-
cerned in the managemeut and conduet of the Irish Na-
tional movement. They have been years marked by many
preat achievements for Ireland—great mecasures of land
reform, roating the people of Ireland as owners of the soil
they till,- great measures of educational emancipation, such
as the creation of a National University upen Irish so'l,

(ircat Measures of Scctal Reform

guch as the creation of decent homes for the agricultural
laboring populatien, and the provision of facilities, at any
rate, for the better housing of the artisans in the iowns—
preat measures for the protection of town tenants as well
as agricultural tenants; measures whereby thousands of
evicted tenants have been restored to their old homes; and
measures whereby old age pensions have heen given to the
poor old men and women of our country over seventy vears
of age, providing them thereby with the opportunity of
gome little ease and comfort in their declining years.  Yes,
these twelve years have been marked by great achievements
for Ireland; and yet we as Irish Nationalists must admit
to-night thit the canse, the cause of causes, the great cause
that overshadows all others, the cause which we celebrate
to-night in the toast of ‘Ireland a Nation,” still, after
these years of labor and anxiety, remains for us an unful-
filled aspiration. During those years that have passed we
have had our moments of matural hitterness and resentinent
against England, when we saw our country, under the iron
heel of coercion, governed by men whe affected to despise
our race and deride our aspirations. Ve have had our
moments of gloom, of heart-siuking—almest, 1 might saw,
of despair—when we saw no {mmediate progpect before us
of the realisation of our aspirations during the lifetime of
this peneration; and yet all thuse years, no matter how
gloomy or how hopeless seemed the prospect for us, we
assernble here on St. Patrick's Eve to renew our pledge of
fidelity to our ideal and te declare that, no matter how long
the time which had vet to elapse, and no matter what tribu-
lation had still to Le endured by our race, we helieve, as we
believe in God Himself, that cur cause was an immortal
and invincible one. To-night, at long last, thanks he tu
God, we meet with, I may say, the very light of vietory
shining on our country. Ludies and gentlemen, we are no
longer engaged in
A Struggle Between England and Ireland

Bogland and Ireland have joined hiands against the enmmon
foe of both in defence of the rights and liberties of the
people, and under this placid influence all the old racial
hatreds lave disappeared from our hearts, all bitterness
has gone from our souls, and to-day our aspiration—we
Irishmen—our aspiration is this, we want prace with Eng-
land, we want friendship with the Xnglish people,  Wo
want our proper place in the British Tmpire, and we want
buried fathoms deep in the ocean of oblivien all memory of
the wrongs and miseries and oppressions of the past.  1n
1795 Gratian said that Fitzwilliam was offering to the Km-
pire ‘the affection of millicns of hearts.” We to-dav are
making the same offer to the Empire, and we bave the hap-
piness of knowing that that offer will not be spurned as it
was in 1795, but that a new and great Treaty of Peace
between the British and the Irish people—a treaty hased
upnn a combination of liberty and loyaity—will speedily
make the unity of the Empirce for the first time in its his-
tory a reality and not in name. Ladies and gentlemen.
lat me put before vou this thonght. Perchance the treaty
of peace with Ireland may prove to lie the forerunner and,
in a certain sense, ome of the vontributory causes of another
great treaty wherehy not merely the peace of the English
and Irish peoples will be achieverd, hut wherehy the peace
of the civilised world may be safepuarded.  When we toast
‘ Treland a Nation,” we toast no ignoble or narrow or sordid
ideal, We want no triumph ever aucient enemies, we
want
No Triumph Over Any Class or Creed

whatever their history in the past may have been. We take
Ireland as it is to-day, made up of iniermingling of many

races and of many crecds, and we want liberty for all, and
we will not tolerate ascendancy over any. Thomas Davis,
m ane of his inspired writings, thus described the Irish
Nationality which was his ideal. He said: * Suvch nation-
ality as merits a good man’s Lelp, and wakens a true man’s
ambition; such nationality as could stand against interna-
tional faction and foreign jutrigue; such nationality as
would make the Irish hearth happy, and the Irish name
illusérions; it must contain and represent the races of Ire-
land. 1t must uot be Celtie, it must not be Saxon—it must
be Irish, The Brehon Laws, the maxims of Westminster,
the cloudy and lightving genius of the Gael, the placid
strength of the Sassenach, the marshalling insight of the
Norman—a literature which shall exhibit in combination
the passions snd idiems of all, and which shall equally ex-
press our minds in its romantie, religious, forensie, and
practical tendencies—finally, a native Government, which
shall kuow and role by the might and right of all, yet vield
to the arrogance of none.  Such are the component parts
of the paticnality we seek.”  Tadies and gentlemen, I say
that is an aceurate deseription of our ideal. Cur Irish
nation must exclude no man, whatever his race or his creed
or his class. It must be a nation made up of all the people
of Treland; and 1 say that that is onr ideal, and it is in
that spirit that [ give to vou the teast which I ask you to
drink with me of “Ireland a Nation.’

MR. CARNEGIE AND TI0MLE RULE.

Mr. Redmond received the following messaee of con-
gratulation on March 17 on his speech of the previous night :
‘ Thousand thanks for your noble speech,  The day hnas
dawned when not only will lreland get Home Rule, but
war will be abolished within the wall boundaries of the
Eunglish-speaking race, adding a new charm to life.—Andrew
Carnegie.’

A CENTURY OF PROGRESS

A REVIEW BY CARDINAL MORAN

Ab the laying of the foundation stone of a new presby-
tery at Fern Hill on Sunday, April 23, his Emincnes
Cardinal Moran referrcd to the cvidences of material pro-
aress seen cverywhere in the Commenweaith, and quoted
from an article in the Sydney Morning Herald, entitled
‘A Deecade of Progress,” in which the writer dealt with
the remarkable prosperity enjoyed by the various States of
Australasia, and concluded by saying:—Federation has
taught us to think as a continent. = It has hroadened our
old provincial views, and, though these die hard, especially
with the older gencratious, there is growing up & distinetly
Australian sentiment in place of the former colonial view.
With that sentiment of the editor, said his Eminence, 1
am pglad to find you all apree, as I certainly do in the
fullest way.  Then the editorial continues:—*, . . There
is the matter of defence. TFederation has had the effect of
co-ordinating the old State land defence sysiems, some of
which were childish in their Impotency, and of giving us
& nucleus of o fleet in place of the Cerberus, the Gayundah,
and the Protector. We frel as we never felt before,
that the day has passed in whigh we should be everiastingly
and entirely dependent on the homeland for eur local de-
femee.  Our desive for greater independence has taken
other forms as well.  The policy of giving the State greater
Fm\'vrs than in most other countries in the way of control-
g aectivities has jnvolved the expenditure of borrowed
money.  This money used to be almost entirely raised in
Loudor; where certain eriticisms were indulged in as to
our socialistic tendencies. Since Federation we have added
47 millious to our public debt; but whereas in 1900 only
14 per cent. of our lIoans Lad been raised in Australia, last
year the percentage Lad increased to 24.

All Christendom Prosperous,

‘The same prosperity that smiles on Australia smiles
on the varions countries of Christendom.’ his Fminenca
went on.  “The last century has heen justly called the
century of progress: it claims as its own the development
of steam and cleetricity. aud the advantages that follower]
in their train would suffice to characterise it as a century
of singular prosperity and advancement, As a rvesult of
its developments the various countries of Christendom havo
licen brought into a state of union that hitherto had not
prevailed, and this nnion has in a great measure put an
end to the wars that ravaged so many lands for such a long
Lime. i bope thut the arrangement made by Fngland
and the United States of Amorica to refer nll matters of
dispute to arbitvation is the heginning of the abolitjon
of recourse to arms, with the passing of which Christendom
will attain its glorious and fnal triumphs.

The Church’s Remarkable Advancee in America.

¢ Considering the progress made in many lands during
the last century, we may look to the T.85.4. A bhundred
vears azo the Republic of the West was the Cinderella of
the nations, whereas to-day, with 100 million inhabitants,
it is not only foremost amongst the world powers, but its
voice, whether for peace or war, is heard in all the coun-
tries of Hurope, and is most impertant in guiding the
counsels of other peoples. I am glad to say that relizion



