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The Camorra

The trial of the Camorrists still fizures prominently in
our cables; and according to cne Press Assoclation message
“a priest of Sanpgennareillo’ is alleged is have ‘led the
raids  in  lay  attire”  As te  that, the fol-
lowing note from the Boston Pilet throws some
light on the situation:—*A Boston paper, speaking of the
Camgrra trial in Italy, asserted: **The defendants are
members of the Catholic faith,” and ihey sttended Mass,
and asked for Hely Commuuion. If they did so, it only
proves that t.imy are net Cemorrists, for that society iz »
secret society of such nature that oue lhecomes excon-
munieated from the very fact of membership 1n it.  Such
people cannot receive the Sacraments, snd thercfore tha
slurs of tho secular papers in this matter are the result of
their ignorance.  Besides, the whole procecdings of the
‘trial are to prove that these men are Camorrisis; hence
they are not so prover yet. 1t is cortainly rather rash
in any poper to condemn an accused inan befere the court
has so decided.  1f these men are Camorrists, they arve uot
Catholics.  If they are Camorrists they cannot enter into
communication with the Church exeept by a well-attosted
eburjuration of the rociety.’ The full facts  re-
garding the alleged participation of priests will doubt-
less come to hund in due time. In the meaniime, the
following information regarding the history and cobjects
of this remarkable society will be found interesting.  We
take the particulars from an article in the Syduney Catholic
Prese. The Camorrr of Naples and the Madin of Sicile,
and then their evergrown child, the Black Hand, are all
most powerful and dangerous secret organisations. The
Camorra is a wonderfully organised politico-criminal so-
ciety dominating s large area of Central Itaiv; the Mafia
is a freemasonry, loosely organised execept in its lower
strata which rivals the Camorra, and it dowinates Sicily
and influences all Italy; the Black jiand iz a frecmasonvy
between hundreds of separate gangs.’

*

fThe Camorra s very different {rom and a much more
despicable thing than ihe Mafia.  lis name is derived from
the Neapolitan dialeet werd  camuriari, whish  means
‘“clever stealing.”  As an institution .t is. perhaps, one
hundred years older than the Mafla, and it has earned
Naples the name of the City of Thieves. Ifs organisation
Is complete, its discipline of the severcst, and its processes
of the cleverest.  The powerful clief, Enrico Alfano, went
to New Yorl some time ugs with a court of 13 men to
organise the Camorra affilintions of the Black Hand iute
a vompact society, but he was caught Ly chianes in a raid,
was such an insigoificant little man thet be was jeld
merely on the charge of carrving concealed w capons, and
1t was only when his real standing was discovered that Lo
was turned over to the Itelian Government.  The lifo nf
the Camorre is largely blackmail and robbory, and it only
enters futo politics to secure immuunity from molestation.
It has robbed Naples tiil the city became setually bank-
rupt some time since. Every workwan in Naples pavs Lis
pizzo 1o the Cemorra,  If the steres, Lotels, theatres, ele.,
de not contribute the Camorrosti go around, start rows,
eause police raids, and ruin business.  They eall this pro-
cess of collection * making noise.” It is estimated ihat
tho trial in connection with the Camorra erimes will lest
a year, :

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

To-morrow (Friday) evening an enterininment in aid
of the funds of tho Christian Brothers' Atiletic CHubs will
ba given in Bt. Joseph’s Hull,  Au cxeeilent prograine
has been prepared for the oceasion. ’

There was Exposition of the Blesse] Sacrament st
Bt, Josepl’s Cathedral on Sunday from the last Mass wnti]
Vespers, after which there was the usual preecssion,

The annual meeting of 8t. Josepl’s Ladies’ Club was
held in St. Joseph's Hall on Wednesday evening of lust
week.  Hev. Father Corcoran presided, and there was s
goold attendance of members.  The election of officers re-
sulled as follows: —Dresident, Mrs. Juckson: scerctary and
treasurer, Aiss B, Laffev; comnuttee, Misses Thomas, H.
Bourke, Duhig, and W. Johnstone. The niembers will he
entertained at & social gathering to he given by ihe presi-
dent (Mrs. Jackson) in 5t. Josepl's Hall on Wednesday
evening,

On Sunday, the Feast of the Patranaze of §t. Josenh,
there wus High Mass in St. Josepl's Cathedral at eleven
o’clack. Rev. Father Tiston (Holy Cross College) was
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“Hyrian inhabitants and others.

celebrant, Rev. Father Coffey, Adm., descon, and Rev,
Fathor Bcanlan subdeacon. In tha evening the sermcn
on St. Joseph was preached by the Rev. Father Coffey.

Bt. Joseph's Hagriers ran from St. Clair Batls on
Saturday, 17 members turning out.  Messrs. O. Dillon and
C. Cellins laid a good trail round the second beach and up
past Ceargill’s Castle, continuing on till in the vicinity of
Green Isiand, eventnally coming out on the Main South
Road, which was followed for some distance. RBranching
off at Corstorphine rcad, the irail struck along Great
Queen street, and down past Sidey's, coming out at ths
Goli-iiouse, striking tho road, which was followed to the
baths.  In the sprint home R. Metenlf succecded in get.
ting In first, with 0. O’Sullivan second,

DIGCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)

The May devotions in the Cathedral and $t. Mary'a
Church, Christehurch North, are being largely attended each
evening, )

His Tordship Bishop Grimes left Te Archa on last
Saturday for Auckland, and expects to reach Christchurch
on Thursday of this week. Un Saturday next the Bishep
leavrs for Mairtie, and commences an episcopal visitation
of that parochial district on the following Sunday,

The ladies’ branch of tlie arch-Confraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament was represented to about its full strength
at the ordinary fortnightly meeting in tlwe Cathedral on
last Tuesdey eveniug, and upwards of A0 members ap-
proacked the Hely Table for the wenthly Communion cn
Sunday morning,

The Rev. Father Peler Bouzaid, B.S. (Melchite rite),
of Boyrout, and lntterly of Suckland, is at present visiting
the membors of his denowination in Christcfmrch. In tho
Cathedral on-Sunday morning last he celebrated Mass for
his co-religionists, whiclh was attended by a numbor of
Father Bouzaid intends
remaining in this city ancther week.

The balance sheet of the recent national entertainment
in eolebration of 8t. Patrick’s Dy, prepared by the secre-
tary (v, 1. O'Connor), shows that the funds of Nagzareth
House will profit therehy to the extent of £77 25 6d. This
is the lowest wet result vet realised sinee  the present
exequtive commirtee of the annusl celebration in aid of the
ahove object commenced operations. and as the gross returns
amounted to £114 Tds 6d, the comparative smallness of the
resuit to eredit 15 atiributed te increased expenditure.

The Rev. Father Tvler, M.%.H.. late of Darfield, is
now at Leonora in the diocese of leraldton, Western Aus-
tralia, of which parish the Missionaries nf the Sacred Heart
Lave vecently taken charge at the roquost of his Lordship
Rishap Kelly,  Attached to the same community is the Rev.
Father Goodman, M.S.31., who, after ordination in the
Christehurel Cathiedral by his Lordship Bishop Grimes some
years ago, together with Tather Tvler and twa others of the
same Order, was for a time stationed st Randwick, N.§. W,

The ordinary mecting of 8t. Patrick’s branch 1.4 .C.B.
Society was leld i the Hibernian Fall on last Monday
eveuing.  Bre. ¥, L. MeKeon, V.P., presided. 8ix mem-
hers were deelared on the sick fund and twe declared off.
Sick pay to the amount of £13 25 Bd was passed for pay-
ment.  Coples of the distriet annnal report wers received,
and diseussion was held over 1ili nest meeting.  Three can-
didatey were nominated for membership.  Hro. R. O'Brien
was eleeted a trustee of the branch.,” 1t was decidsd to
slumnen a special meeting of the branch for the following
Monday evening to .arrange for a welcome to the Irish
Parliamentary delepates,

The Marist Brothers’ Old Boys' team in the president's
cup wateh on last Saturday played a drawn gane ngzainst
Merivale B, oach side scoring 6 points.  Dobbs and Barnett
for the Mariet Brothers’ team scored tries.  In the seniors

st Morivale defeated the Marist  DBrothers’  team.
Mro W, Mahoney, who had been playing well for the Marists
teaty, Rad te retire, having twisted his ankle, an accident
that will probably landicap tho team in the next few
matches,  In the fourth grade maich the Marist Brothers’
toam, playing against Kaiapei, won by 17 peints to nil,

There was Kxposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the
Catlhedral fram the 11 o'clock Mass uutil after Vespers on
Sunday lust.  In the evening the Very Rev, Father Price.
Adm., preached to o large congregation in explanation of
the sacred curomenies and ritual of the Calliofic Church.
The subject of his discourse, lueidly expounded, was of a
particularly informative nature, espocia[ly to the numbers
af non-Caibolics who attend the Cathedral, notably on each
first Sunday evening of the month. In. the procession of
the Tlessed Sacrament the members of Si. Joseplt's section
of the arch-Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament partici-
pated for the first time, it being the feast of the Patronags -
of St Josepls,

A representative meeting of parishioners, including a
number of Indies, was beld ou last Sunday atternoen in the
bays’ schoolroow to devise means of paving off the liabili-
tics ineurred laxt year in renovating and refurnishing the -
perish selicols and improving their approashes. The Very
Rev. Tather Price, Adm., presided. “arious projects werp
advanced, end if was finaliv decided to make a house-to-
Leuse cnnvass smmong the parishioners as a firsi means in
the desired dircetion. 80 as nat to interfers with the
operations of the Irish Parliamontary delegates, the meet-
ing was adjonrned to the last Sunday of May, when collee-
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