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ANTRIM—Destruction of a Mill

Sunday morning, March 12, an outhreak of fire
occu?rtflzd in thg blenching,millg of Pullan and Co., Maliluse,
County Antrim. On the arrival of the fire brigade from
Belfagt it was found that the whale of the extensive pre-
mises were ablaze, and the inflammable nature of the con-

tents made it impossible for anything te be saved.. At
midday the building was completely gubted

ARMAGH-—-The Temperance Cause

The annual meeting of St. Patrick’s Total Abstinence
Society was held in the Cnthedral after Vespers on Sun-
day night, March 12. 7The occasion being & special one,
the Rev. Peter Sheerin, P.P., Crossmagien, who is doing
such eplendid work in the cause of Temperance, had been
asked to preach. Im the course of his address he said
it was a matter of history how the once powerful empire
of Rome was destroyed by the drink evil. On the other
hand, they had an instance not many years ago of a
small and practieally unknown Power, Japan, cvereoming
the Russians, because the Jopanese were a sober pe??le.
Father Sheerin concluded by saying that the(él;magh T. AL
Society at present numbered about 2000. ¢ ’Twas goad,
Lo said, but there wers upwards of 7000 Catholics in the

ish. 1 :
g&l}‘ 5fm‘ inmates of institutions, still left near 2000 not in
the society. 'The meeting being specially for the annual
renewal of the pledge, about 200 new members, along with
the old, were enrolled.

KILKENNY-—Satisfactory Condition of the County

Addressing the Grand Jury at the cpening of the
Spring Assizes for the County Kilkenny, the Lerd Chief
Justice of Ireland said he was glad to find their county
in the same satisfactory condition that he had found it
for many years past. The condition that the County Kil-
kenny was in, the immunity from crime which it enjoyed,
was a credit to the people at large, and 1t was very satis-
factory to o judge ofpassizvs to find sucl: excellent relations
prevailing between all classes, beiween the gentry aud the

peaple.
LONGFORD —Some Longford Celebrities

Very little attention is paid to Longford’s heauty spots,
for the tourist is more interesled in the scenes assaciated
with the genial, gifted Oliver Goldsmith (says a recent
* visibor to the county). A great deal of controversy has
heen aroused concerning the exact birthplace of the poet,
he being claimed, Homer fashion, by three distinctive com-
munities,  The countics of Westmeath, Rescommon, and
Leitrim have claimed him for their own, but all doubt must
be removed as to the precise place of his nativity by tho
iwo brief chronicles of his life and death. The following
is an entry taken frem the family Bible of the Rev. Charles
Goldsmith, father of the poet: ‘ Oliver Geldsmith was born
at Pallas, Nov, ve 10th, 1731." In the epitaph compesed by
Goldsmith’s friend, the celebrated Dr. Johnson, and placed
on the poet’s monument in Westminster Abbey, we find the
words: ‘Natus in Hibernia, Forniue Lonpfordiensis, in
loco nomen Pallag.”  The principal events of Goldsmith’s
life are toc well known for me to rehearse them. He re.
ceived his early education at the hands of the village school-
master, Thomas Byrnes.  Coldsmith left the village of
Auburn for a school at Athlone and was transferred from
there to Fdpeworthstown.,  He was finally sent to Trinity
Callege, Dublin, when he was sixteen yvears of age.  But
Babylon' lured him, as it has lured hundreds of other gifted
Irishmen, and he endured agony of spirit and suffered re-
peated degradations.  Oliver Goldsmith hes been accorded
an honored place by the Supreme Court in the Republic of
Letters, a.ndpfrnm whose decisicn there can he no appeal.
It would, indeed, be a strange assortment of 100 best bhooks
or an ill-constructed price-foot library that did not include
Goldsmith's Tiear of Takefield. When the simple-minded
and noble-hearted Viear is cast into prison he designs forms
of industry and systems of reward for the benefit of his
fellow-prisoners, cutlining a scheme that has sinee grown
to giant proportions—tho movement of prison reform.  The
Viror of Wakefield skilfully concealed a2 purpose no less
noble thanr that contained in TTarcle Tom’s Caliin,  Gold-
_smith adorned whatever he touched.  His other well known
works are : The Traveller, a deseriptive poem of great power
- of observation and contrast; the comedies The Gaod-natured
Man and She Stoops to Uonquer.  THis characters appear
like real personages, such was his gift of mdividual delinea-
tion. Thae world is immensely the richer that Oliver Goll-
smith Tived in it. He was a lovable character. He num-
hered among his hest friends at the club, Johnson, Burke,
Sir Joshua Reynolds, Garrick, Beauclere, Charlemont and
Flood. On receipt of the news of Geldsmith’s death the
dignified and majestic Burke burst into tears; Reynolds
abandoned bus studio, unabie to work—ali his associaies
were as affected as if they had lost their most immediate
relative.  Another great Longford writer was Miss Maria
Fdgeworth. She was a most voluminous writer., Her
beat known novels are Castle Rackrent and The Absentee.
Bir Walter Scott publicly admitted that lie was inspired
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to write his Scottish novels from the reading of the Irish
tales of Miss Edgoworth. Waverley is written on lines
very similar to Custle Rackrent. Miss Edgeworth is one
of the few ladies who have been made honorary members ofi
the Royal Irish Academy. A siill more celebrated Long-
ford personage was Jenry Essex Edgeworth, known in
history as the ‘ Abbe Edgeworth,’ and near relative of the
lady novelist. = Henry Kdgeworth was educated for the
priesthood at the Sorbonne, and became a distinguished
ccelesiastic by his talents and nobility of character. He
was the spiritnal adviser of the royal family apnd confessor
to Princess Elizabeth,

LOUTH—Elected Unopposed

On March 8 Mr. J. J. Russell, Suh-sheriff, and Mz.
Espinasse, legal assessor, sat in tho Crown Court of the
County Courtheuse, Dundalk, to receive ncminations for
the Parliamentary representation of North Leuth. Not-
withstanding that it was fair day in Dundalk, comparatively
little interest was exhibited in the proceedings, ouly about
o couple of dozen peoples congregating outside the Court-
house.  This was no doubt due to the fact of Mr. Healy
intimating beforehand that he would not contest the seat
at this election. Shortly befere neon  Mr. Augustine
Loche, ex-M.P. for Cork, the U.LL. nominec, reached the
Courthouse, accompanied by abeut twenty of his prominent
supperters.  Mr. Roche was proposed by Mr. P. Hughes,
Castlering, and seconded by Mr. Williamn Wonds, Carling-
ford, and there were forty-four other papers lianded in on
his behalf. No other candidate was proposed, and Mr.
Aungnstine Roche was declared the elected representative for

the division.

MEATH—Death of a Priest

In the diovese of Meath deep repret is felt at the death
of Rev. Nicholas Woods, Administrator, Cullinstown, which
took place in St. Vincent's Private Hospital, Dublin.
Father Woods was a native of Drogheda, and had barely
reaghed middle age.

TIPPERARY.-Death of an Octogenarian

A Home exchange reports the death of Mr. Michael
Meagher, who passed away at the residence of his brother,
Templemore, in the 83rd year of his age. The deceased
was & member of an old and respected family penerally
known as the Meaghoers of Laha. He was for a period
of twenty vears relieving officer of the Templemare district
of Thurles Union, but for some six vears previous tu his
death he had been enjoying a well-earued rest on the ususi
retiring allowance.  The Jate Mr. Meapher was a brother-
in-law of Mr. Michacl Bohan, of Wellington. The remajng
were taken for interment to the family burial ground,
‘Templermore, after Office apd High Mass at Templemore
Catholie chnreh,  The funeral was of immense proportions,
the following being the chief mourners;—Mr. and Mrs,
Meagher, Rev. M. Meagher, P.P., Old cnnnock, Scotland
(nephew) ;. Misses Meagher (nieces), Messrs. R. Meagher,
(r.Ct., Tempiemore; T. Meagher, D, Moagher, Rataoth,
County Meath (nephews), Martin Meagher, sen., Martin
Meagher, jun., W. Meagher (cousing); Mr. John Meagher,
Clerk of Union and Counecil Thurles. There were also
present a number of the clergy and representatives of the
District Council and other public bedies.

TYRONE—Peaceful and Industrious

Addressing the Tyrone Grand Jury Mr. Justice Holmes
said there were nine hills to go before thent, ineluding eonae
which had been returned for trial the previous day.  As
far as he could gather from the depesitions taken before the
magistrates, none of them would scem 0 be serious in
thetr charaeter.  They were all such offences as must al-
Ways ocenr in o large county so extensive and so poepulous -
as Tyrone; and, thercfore, the cases were very few. ‘1
have been acquainted with the county from the time of my
birth,’ continued his lordship. I was born and Ilived in
it in my early years, and I have visited it from time to
time sinee, and my experience of it is that it is one of the
most peaceful and at the same time ono of the most indus
trious counties in Ireland, and 1 hope it will long maintain
that reputation.  You know it o ureat deal better than

Tde, and T am sure you will agree with me in the character
1 give it.’

GENERAL
Emigration Still Keeps Up

. During the month of Fobruary the total number of
emigrants who left Ireland was 847; as compared with 896
for the same month in 1910, The number of emigrants
for January and February was 1491, as against 1511 for
the corresponding period of last year, o decrease of 20,

Mixed Marriages in Ireland

The politienl origin of the agitation on the mixed
marriage question is undeniable (remarks the Catholic
Times). 1t is probably hecause writers on the subject in
the press are influenced by political motives and desire to
keop up the zzgit.’:tis:‘. for the nrosent that tlhow wnndaen Db

ot or the present that they wander fntg
8o many absurdities. Tt is hopeless to try to enlighten
them, for manifestly they do not wish to receive enlighten-
ment.  But it may be well to remind them that it 1s not
so0 long since the law of the land imposed severe penaltiesg
on Cathalic priests. who officizted at marriages hetween



