Tavrspay, May 4, 1811,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 82y

WINTER IN MONTREAL

By L. T. RetCHEL For THE TABLET.

It is just four months sines I niarched in that memor-
able procession, the chief feature of the great Kucharistic
Congress.  Thoen the trees were still clad in their susimer
verdure and the weather was gloriously warm, so wari,
inded, that some thousands of pilgrims who failed to find
accommodation in the hictels or in any one of the 100 speeial
trains which that wight left the historic city, were glad to
stretch themselves under tlie trees in the park adjoining
the tabernacle which Our Diviue Lord hud  that day
visited. .

Now, however, the city presents a different aspect.
The iey hand of winter is laid over everyvtinng., The trees
are bave and lifeless, the parks are covered wth some twy
feet of smow, the magnificent churches with their lofty
spires which were then so gnily decerated, are now clothed
in white, and the great river, upon whose horom count-
less yachts and bedecked steamers started to and fro, 15 now
silent.  An unbroken field of ice stretehes from shore to
shore.

But it must not be theught that the city is dull or life-
less. At this festive season hundreds of sieighs with their
jingling bells and fur-covered ovcupants glide through the
crowded streets. In every large ewporium Santa Claus
or one of his relatives—a numerous family evidenily—
recently hold court, and the stores are doivg a ronrting
trade.  The prosperity of the eity is roflected at the ChI‘(’.t
Post Office, where, during the week before Christmas the
registered letter department was besieged by thousands
anxious to send some of their saviugs to their relatives in
the Old Land across the sca.  So great was the rush of
mail matter that tho postal aunthorities were forced to re-
guisition twenty exira horse sleighs and 120 men to assist
with the city deliveries and elearances.

Out in the parks the children amuse themscives with
their fobograns and sleighs, while va the mountain slides
their elders are similarly busy. The skating rinks are in
full swing, and the hockey and curling matelws—hotn

played on tlie ice—excite almost as much interest as foo
bull in New Zealand.

The snow, which we are accustomed to associate with
distress, has quits an opposite effect here, for every storm
provides work for over 1000 Litherio unemployed men who,
before the city is awake, are out with their plonghs and
shovels clearing the streets and spreading sand on the
footpaths to make walking safer for the pedestrian. While
the snow is {alling the temperature is moderate—about 25
to 35 deprees—but when it ceases and the sun comes forth
broall the splendor of a cloudless sky, the MCreury poes
down, dewn below zero,  On New Year's eve, a gloricus
day, the highest temperature recorded was 4 degrees below
vero.  The sunrises and suuscts are magniftcent, the skyv
assiming all the different tints of orange and gold.

Christmas Lve brought along with it a thaw whicl made
the streets very slushy. However, in tle evening the
temperature bepan to fall, and at 11 p-m. the snow was
whirling v the air.  Midnight Mass was celebrated in all
the churches with great splender, and so great was the
number nf worshippers that in most admission had to be
regulated by ticket,  Tn order to make sure of getting a
seat we woent to Notre Dame, whiel iy the largest church
in Bontrend.  Hesides the ground floor tlere are two 1mn-
mense galleries extending one above the otler right round
the chureh. By midnight every seat was oceupied, there
being abeut 10,000 people present, aud still they crowded
in till the standing room also was filled. At the stroke of
twelve the bells rang out a merry chime and instantly the
altar and sanctuary blazed forth with eclectric Lights.  The
electric illuminations are quite a fosture iu manyv of tha
r:h'ur(:ho::. in America, Then while a Christmas hymn was
being sung by a  splendid boys’ choir, the clergy in
magnificent vestments and accompanied by over 100 alla.
Love filed into the sanctuary and the dlass commenced.,
That immense congrecation assisting with marked devotion
and reverenee at the Holy Sacrifice with such surroundings
was a sirtht to see and remember.  About 2000 persons
received Holy Communion, and while this was taking place
the clhoir sang the ' Noel' and * Adeste Fideles. The
Mass terminated at 120 am.. and alout half of the con-
gregation remained hehind to assist ab the next cne.  In
fhe other churelies it was the same.  Over 4000 attendeq
St Tatrick's, where about half of that number approachoed
the Haly Table. It is evident that the Bucharistic Con
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Write for one of these Postage Specials.

Three

Extraordinary Offars

i CUBA & DIXON STREETS,
WELLINGTON.

60 doz. MEN'S LISLE THREAD
FANCY S50CKS, Black and Colored
Gronuds, Vertierl Stripes, and
Black Ground with Embroidered
Fronts—Usually 1/6 & 1/9 patr.
bpecial Offer—38 pairs for /6.

Postage 2d.

50 doz.

LADIES COLLARS & NECKWEAR,
To be cleared at 6d each.
Postage 1d.

This offer inclides—Dollar Princess,
Peter Pan, and Pierrott Collars, Plas-
trona and Jabbots, Muslin and Lace

Cravats, Initted Silk Ties, and the
New Tinsel Neckband Bows.

HEM-STITCHED PURE IRISH
LINEN HANDREERCHIEFS—
Usnally 10/6 and 16/6 ver doz.
Speeial Offer 2/6 and 3711 Lalf dos,

Wo are always pleased to forward
Patterns on application,




