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his leg was broken, Smith was working alongside Bates,
and held up his comrade, who would be in great pain from
his broken leg, and unable to stand upright without assist-
ance. There was not a rope or spar or anything within
reach from which to get any support—nothing but slimy,
sinking sludge. The very fact that Dates’s leg was glued
in the opening of the pipe, also meant that the suction was
blocked and 1o water or drift could be numped away.'
*

¢ Smith, in the semi-darkness, apparenily worked hard
with a crowbar to wrench the mouth of the pipe open
enongh to get Bates's foot clear, and so release him, and
ut the same time hold the wounded Bates up as well
Smith at this time apparently threw off his blue jumper,
and this also was sucked inte the ortiice of the pump, and
completed the sealing of the suction pipe.  The drainage
water was meaniime rising reund both men io the narrow-
pointed bottom of the hole in which they were, and the
deadly treacherouns drift was sneaking in all the time.
Smith, m his efforts to clear Bates from the suction pipe,
had probably given no thought to his ewn danger, and
when 1t was too late found lhie was closely held in the deadly
grip of the studge, worse than the tentacles of an cetopus.
The oozing slime gripped him fast, while he did his Lest
to free himself and hold up his friend.  Smith took of
hig shirt and singlet and tried to work lis legs free from
his gum boots by pulling down his trousers to below Lis
knees, but the water was rising all the time, and ‘the
sludge coming in sometimes in small slips was causing the
bottom layers to sct like cement, encusing the feet of the
miners in plaster of Paris moulds. Think of the agony
of the situation as the two men realised that they were
caught like rats-in a trap that frosty night, not a soul
within call end no prospect of assistance unti! the midnight
shift came on.  Smith, who could have pot awayx simply
enough at the beginning, was held there along with Bates.
Inch by inch came the water.  Smith steod up his full
strapping six feet Lineh so as to fizht the creeping cloments
gamely, and zll the time held up his shorter wmate as high
ag the latter’s pinned leg would ailow. At midnight the
other shift came on the scene and saw two coats floating
on the flooded paddock., They ran back to the township
and roused the manager, and soon all the men of Roun.
Hil] were at the paddock. 1In time they got the water
pumped dewn 18 inches, and then in the misty light their
anxious eyes beheld the head and naked shoulders of Smith
emerge from the receding water.  He was standing quite
ercct, dead, at lis post, hiaving given up his life in an
bercic endeavor to save his mate.’

*

Smith's father—a man widely and highlv respected 1n
the community—is a couvert to the Catholic Church: oni
yeung Smith was confirmed by Bishop Verdon on his
Lordship’s second last visit to Riverton. At the ingnest,
the jury in their verdict desired ‘tu place on record their
appreciation of Smith’s noble conduet in yiving Lis life in
an endeavor to help his mate”; aud a public wovement is on
foot to commemorate his Lheroism by the ercetion of o suit-
able memorial.  The mavement, neclless 1o sy, is being
whole-heartedly taken up in the district.—it.1.D.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

The Ladies” Club lheld their annual mecting in St
Joseph's Hall on Wednesday evening,

The annual meeting of St. Josepl's Cathiolic Mews
Club takes place on nexi Moudny eveniug,

The many friends of the Very Rov. Mpr. O Leary,
Lawrence, will be pleased to hear thiat be is nuw complelely
recovered from lis serious iliness. ’

An entertainment in aid of the Cliwistian Brothers'
athletic ciubs will be held in St Josepl's Hall on I'riday,
May 12, An cxcellent preogramme has been arranged,

A meeting of sympathisers with Home Rule, convened
by the Rev. I"ather Cofiey, Adm., and the Hon. J. 4,
Callan, M.L.C., will be keld in the Board Room of Ilis
Majesty’s Theatre, Crawford street, on Tuesday evening, at
8 o'clock, to make arrangements for the reeeption an.d
public appearance of the Irish Delegates— Messrs, Redwond,
Hazlcton, and Donovan.

There passed away on April 27, at ler residence, Allan-
dale road, St. Clair, afier a protracted illness, Miss Brigia
Ryan, at the age of 27 vears. The deceased w as a sister
of the late Father John Ryan, and was a native of fos.
crea, County Tipperary. The remains were taken to S&.
Patrick’s Basilica, South Dunedin, where a Requiem Mass

was celebrated on Friday isorning, at the conclusion of
which the funeral left for the Nouthern Cemetery. The
Rev. D. O'Neill, who atténded the deecased regularly
during her leng illness, was celebrant of the Requiem Mass,
and also officiated at the graveside.  Sincere sympathy s
felt for Miss Mary Ryan, sister of the deccased, Iu hec
sad bereavement.—R.1.P.

The Children of Mary held their annual social in St.
Josepl’s Schoclreom on Priday, April 21, when a most on-
jorable eveuing was spont. Sougs and recitations were
given by Mrs. Power, Miss May lound, Miss A. Treston,
wnd Miss DBrady.  An Dostromenal trio by pupils of ilie
Convent was very much appreciated.  The accompaniments
were played in a most efficient manver by Mrs. J. Waods.
Advantape was taken of the ocemsion by the Sodality to
present Miss Pound with an ivory-bound prayer-hogk.” ln
the abseuce of Rev. Pather Colfey, Adm. (spiritual director)
the presentation was made by Rev. Father Corcoran. .

On Wednesday evening, April 26, a very eujoyable
cnclire party was given by the Children of Mary,” South
Duredin, in St. Patrick’s Schaol.  The completéness of
the arrangements showed that wething lLad leen spared
towards making the {unctinn the success it proved to he.
Rev. Faihers Delany and 1. O'Netll were present.  The
lady's prize was won by BMrs. Ryar and the gentleman's
by Mr. Harry Mulliolland.  Before the party broke up a
short 1musical programme wag subnitted, the principal
items heing-—Chorus, * Treland,” Sodalists; voeal solo, ‘She
is far from the land,” Miss Rodden: violin solo, Miss Ruby
Gray; voeal duet, Misses Maboney aund Duabar. The
accompaniments were playved by Misses Lizzie Tonar and
Rose Fitzpatrick.

On Saturday afternoon the St. Joseph's Harriers held
their weekly run from Holy Cress College, Aosgiel, as the
guests of the Rev. Father Buekley.  Messrs. L. Coughlan
and L. O'Sullivan, who were in charge of ihe paper, iaid
an excellent but rather long trail {or abous 10 miles, which
did not altopether agree with the yvounger members. Com-
meneing at the vear of the collegre, the trail led on to the
Mosgiel-Wingatui read, along which a very steady pace
was maintarned, After followivg reund the racecourse
the trail led in the direction of Ri{lverstream in front of
the hutts and ever a variety of crosseountry, including
meny parts of the Stlverstrean:, till Wairongoa was reached.
From here the trail led on ta the railway line, which was
followed to the Mosgiel township siding. = There a change
was marle to the main read, which was followed back Lo
the celleze.  After the vun the mewmbers were entertained
by Rev. FPather Buckley.

CATHOLIC CLUBS

—_—— .
QUEENSTOWNXN.

(From the club correspondent.)
April 29,

A most enjovable evening was held in St. Juseph's
Schoolroom on Thursday evening last, the 27th inst., when
the Young Men's Literary and Debating Club epened their
session.  The first part of the evening was devoted to a
cuchire tournament, Mrs, J. €. McDBride won the lady’'s
prize and Mr. C. MeBride the gentleman’s.  The follow-
ing 1tems were contributed during the evening:—Songs,
Muss M. Robertson (3), Mr. J. McMullan; pianoforte solos,
Miss K. Gudgeon, Miss K. Kelly, and Miss A, Craig,
recitations, Mr. J. Shepherd (2}, 3Mr Fitzgerald (a visitor),
and Mr. I, Fitapatrick.  After partaking of some lighs
refreshments provided by the club, the meeting terminuted
with the singing of “Auld lang syne.’ The work of the
club’s sesslon commences on next Thursday evening, when
the subject, * Showld Bachelors be Taxed * wiil he debated.

GREYMOUTLL.

(From the club correspondent.)
April 28,

The first of the season’s tri-weekly cuchre tournminents
tock place in the Si. Colomba Clubrooms last Woedunesday
evening, when there was o large attendence of members
aid thetr friends, tnelading Very Rev, Dean Carew, and
Revs. Fathers Ta Croix amt Finnerty.  The ladies’ prizes
wore won by Alisses Sharkey and Kennedy, whilst Messrs.
Cundy and Harvey accouuted {or the, contlomen’s. An ex-
cellent supper was provided by the ladles’ eommittec, after
which sengs and recitations were given by the following : —
AMiss Hateh, Rev. Father La Croix, Messrs, Waoolhouse,
Fawhai, Bryant, Hoult, and Smyth. A very enjuvable
evening was concluded with the” singing of ¥ Auld lang
syie.’

The usnal weckly meeting of the St. Columba Catholje
Club tuok place lust Mondey evening,  The president (Mr.
AL I O Danecghue) occupied the chair, and thirty rem-
hers were present. The club delegates (Messes. M. Moriarty
ond M, Keating) to the couference of Catholic Clubs held
In Christehinreh during Faster weck save a report on the
procecdings.  The subject on the svllabus for the evening
was * Municipal elections.”  Six candidates were neminated,
and some very good speeches were made, showing that
miembers take a keen interest in municipal afairs,
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