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Christianity in Ceylon

»

Ecclesiastical returns for the past vear in the Islaud
of Ceylon will necessarily direct the attention of Catholies
to the flourishing condition of the Church in that portion
of the far East. There, side by side, are working 183
Horopesn seculur priests, 43 nalive priests, 300 religious,

Oblates, DBenedictines, and Jesuits, and 450 Sisters in -

various educatieaal and charitable institutions. ]

The Istand of Ceylon, 266 miles long and 140 miles
broad, lics to the south east of lIndia, separated from it
anly i)y a chain of reefs, Before the Christian era it
became a sironghold of Buddhism, and it was there that
the Buddhist Seripturcs were first reduced to writing in
the year 88 n.c. After the advent of Furopeans to Ceylon
in the sixteenth century and the consequent introduction of
Christianity, BDuddhism lost wuch of its prestige, just_ as
it had previously lost much of its purity and activity.
The credit of introducing Christinnity among the Cingha-
lesa helongs to the Iranciscans, who arrived in Ceylon in
1518, and under the protecticn of the Portuguese govern-
ment preached the Faith, and converted many thousands.

About the middia of the same century the island was
visited by St. Froneis Xavier, who convertad large num-
bers to the Faith, cspecially among the Tamils of the
narth.  Catholicism  prospered until it evcountered the
opposition of the Dutch, by wham the Catholie  Faith
was preseribed, penal laws enacted against Catholics and
the Dutch Reformed religion set up as the religion of
the 8tate. Cathalicity would have been extinguished
were it not for the efforts of missionaries from Goa, who
kept the spark of faith alive and even converted many
heathens. A new era dawned with the conguest of the
island by Great Britain, lor although the Church of Bng-
fand lecamn in turn the cstablisheed form of Christianity,
religious liberty was granted to all.  In our day Duteh
Presbytevianism is represented hy a few hundred Dutch
descendants, who are ministered o by Preshvterisn minis-
ters  from  Scolland. Anglican  disestablishment  came
about in 1891,

To-day 1he Caztholie Chnrel is the larpest Chrisiian
hody in the island, nuubering fully 300,000—the Angli-
cans coming next with about 33000, aul the Preshy-
terians with 000,  Ag the date of the Tritish accupation
in 1796, the Cathrlic population was enly 50,000 How-
ever, there are still on the island 2,150,000 Buddhists,
220,000 Hindus, and 250,000 Mehammedans, showing that
notwithstanding  the good woerk accomplished the mis-
glonary field remains a large oune.  There are now five
dioceses in Cevlon, the Metropolitan See of Colembo., and
four Suffracen Secs in Jaffnz, Kandy, Galle. and Trin-
comalee.  Tho hierarchy is composed of two Oblates. iwo
Jesnits, and one Benedictine.  These five hishops lave,
besides the priests, Furopean snd native, assisting them,
communities of Sisters of the Good Shepherd, the Sis
of the Holy Family, the Franciscan Numns, the Missionaries
of Mary, the Little Sisters of the Poor, and the Sisters
of Charity of Jesus and Mary, in chiarge of various schools
and instituticns. . One institntion worthv of special men-
tion is the General Seminary, established by Lo, XTI, at
Kandy, for the edueation of o native clergy, and placed hv
him under the direction of the Failiers of the Society of
Jesus.  To-day tbere are nearly one hundred students in
this Seminary, who are recruited from all parts of the
east.

Wanganui

From our own corrsspondent.)

The parishioners of Wanganui are looking forward to
the advent of the nrewly-appointcd parish pricst. Rov.
Father Holley, which takes place on the same S:ite a5 that
of the Archlishop's visit.

The Tablet traveller (Mr. Moriarty) informs ma that,
he has met with a good reception from the Catholies of
Wanpanui, the clevgy havisg spoken of the Tablef from
the pulpit, with the result thut ithe Wangnaui circulation
of the paper will Lo abont doubled.

The ceremonies of Holy Weck were earried out in their
entirety in Si. Mary's Church this vear, and large con-
rregations were the rule.  Solemn Hizh Mass was celo-

rated on Holy Thursday, Holy Saturday, anl Faster Day,

while on Easter Sunday night Rev. Father CGilbevt, of St
Patrick’s College, preached the ¢ Resnrvection ®  His Grace
tie Archbishop is expected to be in Wangarui on May 7,
when he will administed the Sacrament of Confirmation
after the last Mass, and will lay the feundation stone of
the new Couvent of St. Joseph, on St. Jolin's Hill, in the
afternvon.

No blister will form if white of epg 2nd alive oil are
mixed quickly in equal, portions and applied to a hurn.
The place should be covered with a piece of soft Huen.
Bical‘gonate of soda is more quickly obiained and is quite
as good. 14 should be used drv, covered with a cloth
and “kept wet with cald waler. A bad blister was covered
with a piece of linen wet in 1 per cent. sulution of car-
bonic acid, kept wet for a doy or two, snd no sear re-
salted and there was little pain.
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Venetian Blinds.

~ To make Venctian Wlinds like new, first take them ‘n
pieces, wash them well, and dry thoroughly. Then rub
well with a cloth dipped in linsced orf, and pelish. They
will look as fresh as when new.

Tho Yelk of an Egg.

. When the white and not the vollk of an cgg 18 re-.
quired for use, make » small hole in the shell and let tho
white run out, and stand the egy in an egp-cup, which

slould be st in a cool place. The yolk will keep its color
and {reshness for some days.

To Soften Paint Brushes,

Very often when paint brushes have been Taid aside
for some time they become very hard and dry. To remedy
this, heat some vinegar to boiling poiut, “immerse the
brushes, and allew them to simmer about fifteen minutes.
Then wash them in strong soapsuds, and they will be ay
good as new again.

To Clean Tea Trave. :
. Beiling water should never e poured over tea trays,
lapanned goods, ete., as it will mako the varnish erack and
peel off.  Get a sponge wet with water and a little soap
aud if the tray is very dirty, rub it with a cloth. I the
tray looks very smeary, dust on a Httle Rour and rab .

If the tray ix marked, take a picce of woollen cloidy, dip
1t 1 sweet oil, and rub out the inurks,
Cleaning Mirrors.

Take a soft sponge, wash it well in cican water, an:

squeeze it as dry as possible: dip it into seme spirits of
wine, _:m‘d rub over the glass; then have some powdered
blue tied up m o rag, dust it over your glass. and ruhb
1t iightly and quickly with a soft cloth; afferwards fnisy
1\;|th 2 siik handkerchief.,  Afirrors may aisn be effectualle
cieancd by rubbing them over with old newspapers erumpled
up into Lalls,
How to Wash Windows Preperly,

Strange as it may seem, there is «
way to wash windows, and as thisg
drended, the following method will d
as b saves hoih ilwne and labor:
at least a time when the sun e not shining on the windows
i‘lm' when the sen thines on the windows it causes it to
ary streaked, no matter how much it is ribbed. Take a
panter’s brush and dust them inside and ont, washing all
the woodwork inside before touching the gl::ss,. The latter
must be washed slowly in warm water diluted with am-
mesia—do not tse soap. Use a small cloth with u pointed
stick to zot the dust ont of the corners; wipe dry with a
seft plece of cotton cloth—do not use linew,” as it mzkes
the glass linty when dry. Polish with tissue paper- or
old newspaper.  You will find thei this can be done 1y
Lalf the time taken where soap is used, and the resuly
wiil Le brighter windows. -

right and wrong
vueration is usually
aubtless be appreciated,
Choose a duli day, or

Use and Abuse of Tea.

Axn English physician writing on the wse and abuse of
tea says:—Whelcsome tea shouid be freshly made with
water just brought to the boil (a different liquid from
hoiled water), and aHowed to infuse for two or three min-
ttes.  This, and this alone, provides the eup that cheers
and not inchriates.  How citen may one tﬂEe tea in the
day without fnjury to healihp Most persons can take
tea twice a day, and feel the beifer fop it.  Curiously
enanph, it hes heen ascertained by experiment that tho
fouds which digest miost readily in the presence of tea are
‘1}19. usunl breakfast foods, to wit: erps, bacon, and fish,
FTea does not sppreeiably vetard the digestion of these:
henen It may be taken with perfect physiclogical safety
ut broakfast, when it is peculiarly prateful after the Jonme
night’s sleep, and i undoubtedly beneficial to the system
1 virtue of the eomparatively larue quantity of hot water
which Is introduced nto the tissucs along with the #hsine
proper.  When tea las been taken iu- the moriling 1§
should not be agein inken until well on in the afiernoon
when a cup or two will be found to he very weleame, ex.
ped\tmg,_ as it s0 cften does, the fnal stages of dip;e.:;tion ’
of the midday meal, and reviving in zu cntirely wholcsome
way the vital energy which tends to fag  towasrd five
o'cleck.  Over-indulgence in ten, Lika over-indulgence in
cvarvibing else that is pood, will, of course, produce an
abnormal condition of the system. 1t will canse dizestiva
troubles; these must lead to porversion of 1‘.rut1'iti01?, and
this, in its turn, to n peneral disorganisation of the
system as a whole,

For Children’s Hacking Cough at night,
Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure, is 6d, 2s 6d.

Forgotten that SYMINGTON

DEAR ME

'S COFFEE ESSENCE!

Whatever shall I dop

Call at -
the nearest store and ask- They all keep it.



