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HOME RULE DISCUSSED AT OXFORD

e

Mr. Augustine Birrell, Chief Secretary for Ireland,
spoke at & mecting of the Oxtord Union Sociely, when
the question debated was * Homoe Rule for Ireland.’

Mr. P. Guedalla (Balliol) moved—*That, w the opinioa
of this House, the time has come when the control of Irvish
affairs can with safety be entrusted to an Lrash Parblament
subordinate to the fmpernal Parliament.”

Mr. Birrell, who on rising late to speak in support, had
# cordial reception. ile said questions had been addressed
to the Governmment as to ihe dewils of any Howme Ruic
Bill, and complaints made that such information had not
bean given. They were asked what they were going to do
with the Lrish mebers in the lmperial Parliament, Were
they to remain there or not? 1§ they were tu be removed
cutside they would wot be representative, wnd therefore
would be untaxable by the Imperial Parlament, if we acted
on the principle that taxation and representaiion shoukd
go logetuer. I, on the other hand, they were present,
what were they te do when purely [English or Scoteh or
Welsgh business was under discussion?  Well, that was s
conundrum which undoubtedly in earlier days 1t was diffi-
cult to answer; buc if there were federatiouns, that diffi-
culty, of course, disappearcd, if they frankly admitied that
Home Bule for Tieland invalved the subsequent considery-
tion of what was cailed Home Hule all round for Seotland,
Wales, and for Bngland also.  Alluding to the religious
aspect of the Home ftule controversy, dMr. Birrell remarkel
that some of their opponents were thirsting to have an
opportuuity of putting bofore the Protestant electors of
EBngland, Scotland, and Waies the idea thait no Roman
Catholic country or community was fit to be entrusted under
any cireumstances To have contrel over a Protestant min-
ority.  “Home Ruie means Rome Ruls’ they said, Lo
was tho last person in the warld to underraie the foren of
a ery of *No Papery)’ Heo heard the rumbling of a reli-
glous storm only the other aieht in tho Hownse of Lords
though the Ditke of Norfollt was there aud other gr
potentates.  The MeCann ease diseussion in that screne
atmosnhere recailed the echovs of 1830 on the Beelesiastical
Titles Thil o did net woader at the ferrs and snn
pieions of Protestants, partcolarle ouisdids breland, bow
ha said that thosze svspicions and fears must be sllaved in
Treland. He was well persuaded that excent 1n a fow

places in the north-eastern portion of Ireland the epirit of
religious bigotry was gradually dying down. That it

should have done so was not discreditable to_the Roman

Catholics, when one remembered the long series of penal
Jaws under which they had suffered. Ireland was not the
country that people represented it to be, full of bitterness
and perpetual disputes, The Irish pecple were as keen
for business as any people he bad ever been brought inte
contact with, and they wers not going to spend money on
Dreadnoughts in order that they might have a foreign
policy of ileir own. - .

That was One of the Wildest Dreams,
and showed the ignorance of the real nature of the mew
Ireland that was springing up.  The financial difficulty
had been raised with the object of showing that IHome Rule
was impracticable. It was the crux of llome Rule that we
should be able to make proposals to the Irish people of a
financial character which should be such as tu enable them
to support their new system of government with some kind
of success.  The question had to be answered as to what
justice demanded should be done and what it was politi-
cally wise and expedient to do. Mr. Birrell proceeded:
" The Government are engaged now in an actuarial inquiry
without romance, fancy, or anything of that kind, and are
trying to find out how the financial position is, which pesi-
tion has completely altered since Mr. (ladstone's second
Home Rule Bill. A new scheme will have to be devised if
Home Rule 15 to have a chanco .of success. That 15 a
thing which you will have to weigh; and, if it is impossible,
there will be po Home Rule. The subject is one upon which
many %J(:nj)l.e in Ircland have very strong views of their
own. I believe, after full inguiry, it wili be found quite
practicable, though it may be a tight fit, o make financial
preposals which will not he open to the charge of being
imppssible or absurd,’ Touching further vpon the reli-
aious antipathy of Ulster to Home Rule, Mr. Birrell said
n great Tabor Party was rising up in Belfasl, and lLe be.
lieved that before long that would more occupy the atten-
tion of the peopie of the provinee than the Battle of the
Boyne.  Dealing with the general charactgr of the pro-
posal, the Chief Secretary said ho admitted that Home Rule
advoraey invelved a great responsihility, At the sama
time, if they had had a foll opportunity of reading the
HIF of 1808, it would be seen that what was proposed would
Le something like that, subject to the alterations and the

changes and the modifications which the times that had
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