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Pélmerston North

(From our own correspendent.) .
April 24,

The Irish delegates .are to visit Palmerston North an
Wednesday, May 10, and will be the guests of Mr. Robert
MeNabb whilst they are hers. i

The annual councert of the convent pupils will be held
on May 3, and a programme of even greater inerit than
those submitted in previous years may be expected.

Mr. James Nash has been returned upopposed for the
third year in succession as Mayor of the town. Un Wednos-
day next there will be an election for nine counecillors, for
. which there are twenty-three nominations, and a great deay
of interest is being taken in the event.  Messrs. Broad,
T. J. Rodgers, and M. O’Retlly, prominent mcinbers of the
congregation, are atmongst the number. The latter gentle-
man was on the late council, and has every chance of SUCCesS.

" A very successful euchre party, under the auspices of
the Catholic ladies of the distriet, was held on Thursday
evening in the Manawatu Mounted Rifles’ orderly room.
There was a large attendance, ineluding Tev. Fathers Cos-
tello, Keogh, and Dore, and a very cajogable evening was
spent.  The gentleman’s prize was won by Mr. Walker,
and the lady’s by Miss Hurley. Supper was provided hy
the ladies, after which Mr. M, K(:nn(‘r{_v presented the prizes
to the winners.  ‘The ladies’ committee deserve great praise
for the excellent way in which they arranged matters, and
for the success of the party. The use of the hall was kindiy
given frec of charge by ihe Mounted Rifles.

Leeston

A party of Christchurch arbists prescuted the three-
act farcical military comedy, “My Soldier Boy,” at the
Leeston Town Hali, on Easter Monday night, in awd of the
Leeston Couvent Schiool (says. the Ellcsmere Guardien}y The
hall was crawded in cvery part, and the financial result of
the entertainment is considered very satisinetory, The
piece ix of a bright and entertaining nature, and com-
prising many exciting and humoraus sitnations. The play
was producel under che direction of Mr. M. Glubb, who
a.ctedpas stage manager, besides plaving the important part
of ‘Montague Mendle”  3r. Glubb's acting was one of
the features of the picce, and left uwothing to be desired
The part of “Jonas Toddenbam.” Mendic’s stepfather, wag
admirably interpreted hy Mr. ¥rank MeDonald, and the
character suited the plaver iminensely. Mr, Sed. AN
wright's acting as Michacl O'Doherty was very good. Misg
A, Foley was goad as Miss Geraldine Morrison, and Miss
Fvie Smith filled the role of Martha cereditablv.  Miss .
M. MecDonald as Lydia Mendle, and Miss Horan as Mrs,
Morrison, did full justice to the parts allotied to them,
Mr. C. Youny as Captain Cuilender, Mr. G. Copeland as
Archie Allison, and Mr. J. Faley as Colonel Reseoe, plaved
very well indeed.  The scenery was good, aiel the staging
of the picce rveflectad mueh ‘eredit "on those respousiblo
The arrangements for the entertainment were in the capahle
hands of Mr. . J. Holley, wha aeted as hon. secretary,
which is a suflicient puaraniee that they were well carried
out.

Timaru

(From our own correspondent.)
April 25.

At the Masses on Sunday Rev. Wather Tubman sail
that the new church would be compleled for well under
£15,000.  The furnishing, eic., togeiher with the cost of
the schools just erected, would total about £18.500.  This
leaves about £4500 as the sm necessary to entirely pay
off this amount. The wark lad pregressed hevond their
mosk sanguine expectations, and the progress made, coupled
with the relatively simall expenditure, compared with the
tenders received, fully justified the carrying out of the work
by day labor.

In commenting an the firures disclosed ane of  the
Timarn papers states: “The approximate cost of the build-
ing revealed a startling and a very satisfactory state of
affairs, showing that the singular venture of the Rev.
Father Tubman to shoulder all responsibilitics and eonm.
pleto the whale of the edifice by day labor had proved a
very prudent snd economical step.

The members of &t. John's Tennis Club jonrneved ta
Ashburton on Easter Monday and played St Mary’s Clul

there.  The pawmes resulted in favor of $t. John’s by 107
to 48, A very pleasant outing was hrought to a close by

a social gathering in the evening in honor of the visitors,
who were unanimous in their praise of their treatment at
the hands of St. Mary's members.

The hazaar which commenced on Tuesday evening last
in the St. Andrews [ublic Hall, in order to help ou the
building of the Timaru Cathelic chiureh, has heen to dale
a preat success, it being anticipated that fullv £400 will
ba realised.  3lr. George Tvall opened the fair, The Roev.
Father Tubman felicitated the workers on the grand display
of goods.  The following are the sialiholders: —3lrs. Rae,
Miss Stack. Mrs. Seanncll. and Miss O'Loughlin, and these
lIadies_are lelped hy an army of willing assistants.  The
Rev. Fathers Tubman, Smytl, and Murphy have done all
in their power to make the [air a sucecess, and Rtev. Fathers

Fay (Temuka) and Aubry (Waimatc) have also been presont.
A tug-of-war is proving a great draw, the contest being in
charge of Father Smyth.

FAREWELL TO REV. FATHER HILLS, S.M.
SOUTHBRIDGE

>
>

(From our Christchurch eorrespondent.)

In ile Town Hall, Southbridge, on last Wednesday
evening, a farewell social was tendered to the Rev. Father
Iiills, .M., who has been pastor of the Ellesmere parechial
distriet for the past three years, and who is now Jeaving
enter upon the duties of parish priest of Blenheim. Tlere
was a representative atiendance of parishioners resident
In that portion of the district. Mr. M. Cucran presided,
and with him on the platform were the Rev. Father Hills
and Mr. M. Twiss. ~ An enjoyable programme of songs
was centributed by Mesdames L, Andrews and T. McEvedy,
Miss L. B. Kilbride, ¥aiher Hiils, and Messrs. J. Kilbride,
F. MeDonald, and Bersard Mclvedy. Miss F. MeDonald
played a pianoforte solo artistically, and the accompanists
were AMesdames Andrews and AleBvedy, and Misses Kil-
bride, (i. McEvedy, and T. MceDonald.

During an interval in the programme, Mr. M. Riordan
expressed the decp regret of the congregation at Ifather
]li']}s’ departure from the district.  He had great pleasuro
in asking Iather Hills to accept a purse of sovercigns as
& small token of the congregation’s esteem and goodwill,

The Rev. Father Hills was very warmly received on
rising to reply.  He cordielly thasked all present for their
atiendance and for the excelient entertainment given in
his Twuor.  He desired 1o thank them most heartily for
their kinduess to him durieg his three years’ residence in
the district, and especially for their generous gift that
evening.  Mr. Riordan had said that the present was -
smalt token of the congrepation’s geodwill toward him, but
it 15 had been o thousand times smaller he would have
treasured it quite as much, and he wonld accept 1t in the
spirit tn which it was piven. ile did not know that they

o were more sorry that he was leaving than he was himself

!

He had done his best during the time he had been in the
district and was qguite satisfied to remain hiere, but lhis
superiors had decided otherwise,  The three years he had
spent in the district were the liappiest of his life, and he
had heen guite willing to remain amonp them, He would,
however. with the help of God, do his best io his pew parish,
Father 11ills concluded his remiarks by stating that he would
alwavs bave a warm corner in his hoart for the people of
this parish whom hLe would unfailingly remember in his
daily Mass.

On bBehall of ihe Tllesmere branch of the Hibernian
Rociety, Mr. T. Riordan hunded to Mather Hills, who had
hren chaplain of the branch for three vears, a well-filled
purse of sovercipms.  Father Hills had, as chaplain, proved
to bo the right man in the right place.

In tbapking the members of the bransh for their
present. which was to him guite nnexpeeted, Fathor Hills
expressed his admiration of the socicty as a factor for good
in the parish.  ile wished 1he hranch every prosperity, in
strenutﬁ of numbers aud beneficial resnlts.

_.—}u excellent supper was provided by tle ladies of the
parish.
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By advertisement  elsowlers in this issue, Mr. B.
Moriarty, the well-known South Canterbury builder, an-
nounees his intention to secure engapements for the eree-
tion of ecclesiastical cdifires in any part of the Deminien.
Mr. Morfarty is at present engaged on the crection of the
handsome new chureh in Timar, which is being erected
on the direct control or day-Iabor principle.  Although
Alr. Moriarty's reputation, as the builder of somo of tha
largnst_ bnildings in South Canterbury. was already a high
one, his present engagement is a splendid testimonial 4o
his ability in carry oul important works expeditiously, and
at a minimum of cost.  His services no doubt will be in
demand by the clergy, who are always anxious to build well
and spend cautiously.. ..
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