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ENGLAND

CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP.

In the presence of two hundred and fifty of the clergy
and a congregation drawn from all parts of London, the
Right Rev. Mgr. Joseph Butt, D.D., was st Westminster
Cathedral on Fridey, February 24, su]emnl{I raised to the
dignity of Bishap, the consecrating prelates being his Urace
the Archbishop of Westminster, the Right Rev. Dr. Amigo
Bishop of Southwark), snd the Right Rev. Dr. Fenton
2B'u;hop of Amycla).

DEATH OF A PRIEST.
Sincere regret (says the Irish News) will he felt by
a wide circle of friends and acquaintances, both clerical
and lay, at the death of Rev. Canon Iatrick Muicahy,
Rector of Halifax, Yorkshire, who passed away at the
age of 62 years. The deceased was a momber of an old

- and highly-respected Irish family in the South of Ireland,

being born at Kilkeeny, Co. Waterford, in the year 1849,
Even from his earliest years he displayed exceptionally
brilliant gifts, and had a most distinguished eduvcational
course, being ordained in the College, Waterford, at the
early age of twenty-five. After his ordination he was
appointed to the curacy of a parish in the same diocese
in’ which he had since ministered. He was stationed in
various parishes in the diccese, and his whole priestly
carecr was remarkable for lis zealous devotion to tha
sacred duties of his holy office. Ministering in the midst
of many thousands of Irish people, his efforts for both
their spiritual and temporal welfare were unceasing, and
the results of his labor and self-sacrifice are to be founi
in lasting monumeuts to his meqnory—churches and schools
and other institutions in the erection of which he was
instrumental. In every matter affecting the interests of
his people ho took a laudable part. He was, above all,
a_sterling Irishman, and all that affected the welfare of
his native country had his cordial sympathy and warm
support.  He took a keen interest in Irish organisations
in his distriet, and it is worthy of note that he was oge of
the pioneers of the Gaclic League, and an ahle authority
on Gaelic literature.  He was a hrother of the late Very
Rev. D. B. Muleahy, P.P., Kilclief, Co. Down, and of
Rev. Michael Muleahy, who was also stationed jin York-
shire, and died there about two years ago.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK.

In tha Adcta Apostolicee Sedis appears a letter from
the Moly Father to his Grace the Duke of Norfolk in
recognition of tho generosity shown by that nobleman in
tha erection of a chureh at Norwich. His Holiness assuros
the Duke that his maney could not ba luid out at better
interest, and recalls the munificence which has ever been
characteristic of his (irace and his house.  Finally, the
Pope blesses the generous donor and his relatives, and
expresses the hope that the majesty of the Lord may fill the
house which he {)ms built, and that His ears may be atten-
tive to the prayers of thiose wlo pray therein.

FRANCE

THE PREMIER'S RESIGNATION.

M. PBriand’s resignation is exactly what nmight have
been expected (says the Catholic Weekly). You cannot
harbor a serpent and hope to escape 1its fangs, nor can
you play with fire with impunity. The Socialist faetion
whom the ex-Premier once soupht to prupitiate have pro-
fited only too well by the lesson given them by the Govern-
ment authorities. It was not without a certain dramatic
ironf that M. Briand was accused by a deputy of ‘tno

1

much toleration for the religious congregations’ in a
discussion which

precipitated the Premiers Tesignation.
The edge of the weapon he himself unsheathed has been
turned against himseFf, and M. Briand cannot complain
if, after sewing the wind, he has to reap the whirlwind. It
is a harvest of his own seeking.  If the present régime
advances in France, there will soon be no room for any
nuthority of any kind, and constitutional liberties, as
well as relipious freedom for Catholics, will have become
& dead letter.

- PORTUGAL

ANTI-CHRISTIAN DICTATORS.

The Tertuguese Dictators have been muell disturhed
by the joint Pastoral of the Portuguese Hierarchy. The
Bishops state that they detect zn ahsence of religious sen-
timent and an antagonism to religions belief and to the
doctrines of the Catholic Church in such measures as the
expulsion of the religious Congregations, the Divorce Law,
the abolition of the religious oath, the suppression of
seints’ days and of religious teaching in the national
schools, and the projected separation of Church and State.
At tho same time the Bishops advise the faithful to respect

present institutions wmnreservedly. This is the purport
of the news as it appears in the Times, hut other papers
of the same date thus described the episcopal action: ‘The
Portuguese Bishops {states a Reuter telegram from Lis-
bon) have issued Pastoral letters advising the faithful to
respect present institutions unreservedly, to oboy the
authorities, and- to respeet constituted power, ‘‘even if
they should be unfavorable to us, and should show them-
selves hostile.”’  Not a word about the Bishops' definite
protest against the anti-Christian conduct of the Dicta-
tors.  Did the PTimes correspondent’s telegram get through
by special fuver or did he take some means to evade the
authorities, and thus to avoid misrepresenting the Bishops ?
The course to be pursued by the Governument with regard
to the Hicrarchy's bold step in denouncing the policy of
the dictators, without their permission—which, o}) course,
would have been granted if it had been sought !—was con-
sidered by the Council of Ministers, and it was decided
to suppress the Pastoral. We ((lafholic Times) venture
to predict that the Dictators will not venture to punish
the Bishops. The elections are near, and they have quite
enough of trouble on hand. In the joint Pastoral thore
is a sentence which must sct every Catholic thinking. The
Bishops affirm that the anti-Christian persecution is not
in harmony with the will of the nation, for, according
to the last official census, of 5,423,132 inhabitants of Por.
tugal and the Tortuguese island, 5,416,204 stated that
they professed the Catholic faith. That s to say, thero
are nearly five and a half million Catholics in Portugal,
and they allow 6928 anti-Catholies to banish the Jesuits,
to abolish the other religious Orders within ilwe hmits of
the country, to do away with the taking or the oath in
a religious form in the courts of justioe. to forhid the
observance of saints’ days, to prohibit religious teaching
in the schools, to deprive tho Coimbra University of its
Catholic Faculty, to introduce a divorce system mnot much
different from a licence for free love, and to proclaim their
intention of separating Church and State. Less than
seven thousand apainst five million four hundred thou-
sand!  The millions who allow their relipion and their
pricsts to be thus treated by a little bady of unbelievers

manifestly need some courage and training in ihe art of
defence.

ROME

THE HOLY FATHER AND THE ORPHANS.

His .Holiness (writes the Rome correspondent of tho
Philadelphia Catholic Standard and Times) continues to
take the liveliest interest in the little orphans rescued by
him from Messina and Reggio, Calabria, who are being
cared for in various parts of Ttaly at his request. The
little ones, as many will be glad to know, are reared and
cducated on the interest of part of the money subscribed
by the Catholics of the world after the earthquake of 1908
and entrusted to the Pope. 1t was, then, with no small
pleasure ile Holy Father teceived a visit early in Feh-
rurry from a small crowd of little orphan girls who came
with the Sisters to whom the Pope entrusted them from
Naples.  Chatting with the orphans and asking them
questions, the head of the Church thus obtained more
genuine pleasure than he would if he were treating with
kings. At the close of an audience that lasted much
longer than is wsually allowed, Pius X. returned to his
private spartments accompanied by one or two gentlemen
engaged in assisting the orphans. During the walk
through the ante-chambers his Holiness, recounting little
incidents of the day, remarked: This morning I received
by post a petition from an Italian family for a certain
favor, nccompanied by a photograph of the father, mother,
and seventeen children. It is a family deserving of help,
and I will grant the faver with much pleasure, *

UNITED STATES

A FORTUNE GIVEN 1IN CHARITY.

The Springfield Republicun s eaks a3 follows of the
great prelate whose death crcateJ, such sorrow not alone
in the diocese over which ho ruled, but throughout ths
whole country: —The late Archbishop Ryan of Phila-
delphia was greatly beloved, and one of the reasons for
it appears in his will showing that hig personal estate
amounted to only 4081 dollars. This, inclusive of his
library and furniture, is bequeathed ‘to my successor in
office in trust for his use and to be transmitted for like
use to his successor.” The Philadelphia Press is authority
for the statemenut that since his consecrazton the Arch-
bishop had been the recipient of more than 1,500,000
dollars, given to him personally by. his admirers, hoth
Catholic and non-Catholic. During his jubilee in 1503
he received 238,600 dollars.  This fortune had been be-
stowed in charity during his life. Hundreds of thousands
of dollars went for the support of Catholic homes for
orphans and other institutions of the Church, and ‘the
venerable prelate was the comstant resonree of people in
distress, and whether they were Catholies or non-Cathe
olics their treatment was the same.’ The list of his
private charities was only known to himself.
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