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4. The poverning hody of the Union will consist of
{a} an international %ouncil made up of bishops and priests
and laymer in equal numbers, presided over by a Cardinal
to be nominated by the Pope. (b} There will be also a
National Council for each country, similarly constituted.
The International Ceuncil will direet tie general policy
of the Uuion. The National Council will direct the local
organisation, keep 1t in being, and extend it and assist
the International Couneil in deciding local methods of
action. .

5. The times of meeting and place will be decided by
each Cuounei! as circumstances may demand. ]

6. The Tnternational Council will consist of delegates,
one ccclesiastic and one lavinan, chosen by cach of the
National Councils. The 1L.C. will elect its own officials.

7. The National Courcil will consist of three hishops
and three priests chosen by the bisheps of the country,
and of six laymen chosen by the majority votes of the
heads of the various organisations that join the Union.
The Naticnal Council will elect its own chairman and
officiale. . ]

8. Each Council will draw up its own standing orders.

Your readers will observe that 1t is net my plan to
create new bodies specifically for the ohject of the Union.
Weo have, as [ stated previously, numerous bodies which
may be deseribed as the ‘pick’ of the faithful of both
sexes. My hope is that these associations will join the
Union, each in a bady, and that their exjsting machinery
will carry out the work of the Union uuder the direction
of the National and International Councils. TFor example,
let us muppese the Catholic Youug AMen's Sccieties-—Dbodics
which should form the Household Guards of the Church—
decide to join the National Union.  Then through their
officers they will keep the registry, collect the subscrip-
tions, and receive and publish the instructions from the
headquarters of the Union; all such bhodies exist as isolated
regiments at present, all that = wanted is some central
staff to issuo the orders of the dav—haitle in defence of
the Church and how to fght it with all armms in action.

* T think the constitution of the twn Councils is simple
and effective. It secures in the first place immediate touch
with Rome by having a Cardinal as president of the Union.
Then by the composition of each Council there is securnd
the co-operation of the laity aud the guidance of the clergy.

. The seccretarv of the Standing Council of the Trish
Episcopate did me the honor of forwardiug the following
letter : —

Bishop's Hause,
Quecenstown.

The Episcopal Standing Committee of  1he  Trish
Bishops, which met on the 17th inst., and ecnsidered the
statement of the Rev. P. J. Dowling, C.3I., sctting forth
the proposed constitution of an International Catholic
Defence Union, directed the secretary to reply ‘that, while
they approve of the chiect of the proposed Union, especially
of -an International Catholic Press Agency, they cannot
approve of the detailed proposed constitution of the TUnion
till it has been submitted to and approved by the Holy
Sea. The Episcopal Committee do not approve of the
proposal in Section (¢), namely te intraduce concerted
action in regard to commercial business.’

ROBERT BROWNTE,
Bishiop of Cloyne,
Secretary.

24th January, 1911.

It is a source of great gratification *o me that a hedy
whose decision will be so widely acecepted and venerated
has approved of the principles of the Union. T am sorry
that there is exception taien to what I consider a very
strong feature in the programme, concerted action against
the commerce of a country that attacks the Church. The
keynote of my scheme is that of defensive war, and I thinlk
there asre few theologians that would not allow the blockade
of an enemy's posts and the harassing of lier cominerce
in a defepsive war. The least we can do is to knock the
weapons out of our enemy’s hands. I think that we fail

to grasp the fact that we are the objects of & war, a most
refentless war, which aims not at subjugatior but at ex-
termination,  The battle cry of the Continenta! Mason is
‘ Berascz Pinfame.’ However, I shall be well satisfied
1f the other points of the programme are carried out, and
it would be only an act of prudence to sacrifice this feature
of the scheme if such action would save the general plan.

Your readers will now see that we possess a great ad-
vantage 1 approaching IRlome for the confirmation of the
constitution of the Unton in having the approval of the
Trish Bishops for its principles. I am certain, too, that
in the Church of Australia, of the United States, of Carada,
and South Africa, the fact of this approval of principles
will ronse renewed interest in the Union.

The next step will be the humble approach to the See
of Peter.  As soon as possible the constitution of the Union
will be submitted to the Pope, and if he gives his approval
and blessing the hour is not far distant when the. enemies
of the Church will hear the tramp of the International
Guards marching into battle line.

I must thank several friends for subscriptions towards
the initial expense, somewhat considerabls, of working up
the Union.

For Chronic Chest Complaints, :
Wooeds’ Great Peppermint Cure, 1s 6d, 2s 6d.

J, M. MITCHELL

838 Colombo Street,

TIIE MOST UP-TO-DATE FURNITURE WAREHOURE
IN CHRISTCHURCH.

A large Staff of Skilled Workmen employed in all
Branches of the Trade.

Prices will be found moderate, consistent with skilied
Workmanship, and Satisfactory Terros made to meet the

Requirements of Customer.

Inspection of our Showreom invited.

Telephone 1634%.
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I, B. MANSFIELD & SONS |

CIHERISTCETURCOEL

Monuwmental Worlzs, Czr. MMfanchester o Hllan
Ste [next IXalapol Factery]

Have the very latest in Granite and Marble constantiy

arriving.

Inspection Invited.

Estimates and Designs forwarded on applleation.

Established 18683,
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