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Taursoay, Apmin 6, 1011.

Signatures are written in full. A prefix is uever
used. A married woman signs her rame ¢ Mary Robinson,
nat * Mrs. William Robinson.” When writing to a stranger
a wonman should place beneath her signature, toward ,the
left * (Mrs.) William Robinson’; or ¢ (Miss) Ruth Gray,” as
the caso may be, in order te indicate hy what title she is
to he addressed.

The termination for a business letter should be * Yours
truly.,’ Between friends or acquaintances the close may be
* Yours sincerely,’ or ‘ Sincerely yours.’

Precision in placing a stamp is important. It should
he placed perfectly straight in the npper right-hanrd corner
of the envelope. Stamps pui on croakedly, or upside down,
show wupardonable earclessness ¢n the part of a letter-
writer, When writing to a stranger on one’s own husiness
that ealls for a reply it is ebigquette to enclose a stamp.

Addresses are written in full on envelopes, and care
is given to the proper spelling of nawmes. ) )

Type-written letters nve strictly for business communi-
cations.  Postal cards should be used onlv Tor most matter-
ol-fact correspendence,

TWO BOYS’ COMPOSITIONS

School eompositions oceasionally turn cut hotler, Lrom
a literary point of view .than teachers anticipate. A South
Lsland teacher asked her pupils to bring in * three items of
infermation’ gbout the river which Bowed by their town;
aud from one boy she received this model of concise com-
position: )

‘T have lived near it,

*1 have scated over i(t,

“T have fallen into it,” )

Another teachor set her pupils at work en the subjeet :
“What shouid little bovs not do in school 7 and from ono
of them received the following effors:

‘ Little boys ut school shoull not niake faces at ihe
teacher and should not study too hard eanse it makes them
near-sighted, and shonld not do long examples in arithmetic
cause it uses up their pencils too Fast.?

THREE EUROFEAN CITIES

The city of Ghent, in Belgium, is huilt on twenty-six

islands,  These islands are connectod with eseh other by
eighty bridges. The city has 300 streets and thirty publie
squares. It is noted fer being the hirthplace of Charles

V. and Johu of Gaunt, whom Hlmlwspe_uro culle(_l‘ “time
honored Lancaster,” and as the scene of the pacilication
of Ghent, November 8, 137G, and of several insurrections,
sieges, and executions of weli-known persorages. It s
associated with American history by the treary made there
December 24, 18314, terminating the second war lft-t\\'r:fn
England and the United Seates, known ns the war of 1812,

Amsterdam, in dlolland. is built on piles driven far
below the water into the carth.  The city Is intersected hy
many canals, which are spunned by nearly $U6 hridgoes, and
resembles Venice in the mingling of land ;wtl water, though
it is considerably larger than that city.  The canals divide
tha city, whlich is aboui ten wiles in eiraunference, into
inety islands. ] .
mm’l':'hel ]cit_v of Venice is huilt on eighthy islets, which are
connacted by nearly 400 hridees. Cuna_ls serve for st‘rflf\ts
in Venice, and heats, called gondelas, for ca.rn_ago.s.l The
bridges are, as 2 rule, very steep, rising ‘CO]ISl(!FI.aﬂ_V in
the middle, hut have casy steps, he circumference of
tho eity 1s about eight mides.  The Venetians joined tlle
Lombard league against the German E!:lp(irm', aud in 113%
gained a great victory in defence of Pope ;\Inxan(}er; T,
aver the flect of war \'osse’.s's headed by Otto, son of Freds-
rick Barbarossa,  In gratitude for this victory the Pope
gave the Dage Ziani a ring and instituted the world-famous
ceremony of ‘ Venico Mareying the Adriatie '.‘w:_s. In this
ceremony the doge, as tie chief ruler of Veuice used to
he termmed, with appropriate ceremonies ropped a ring
into the sea every vear in recognition of the wealth and
trade earried to Venice by the Adriatic.

FAMILY FUN

Tar Suvsrexnen Foa.

Fasten four picces of white eord to the four corners
of a strip of white wetting—say, about o::_v“l|1; inches long
by five across,—mosquito netting will do. This done, sraak
the whale in o very strang h_rmo,lnnd let it dry thorowghly
hefore beginuing your experiment. Tt will :l]sq he neces-
sary to have an egg from which the cqntents.]mva heen
d m'wn, so that only the empty shell remains. When rpn(ly,
place a light cane or wooden stick on the baclks of two
chairs and tie tho four upper cnds to the cine, so that
the net will look somewhat like a hammock.  Take the
egg-sheil and put it in the net. Nu_w aslk snmeone o strike
R Elat-(:}l, and apply it te the cords that hold the hammock.
Theso will flame up, hut the net will remain stationary.
still holding the egg-shell. The salt preserves sufficient of

ik so.
the fibre to keep Tar Suor Rasrer, i

This is a trick which can hest be plaved on a hilliard
table. Take a glove, blow into it, and put it lightly on
the table with the palm of the glove downwards and the
fingers slightly bent. Then going to the end of the tahle
shoot a ball sharply inte the glove, which will turn a
complete somersault, not unlike the flop ol a rabbit when

ot,

Nt s e g e

On 1h¢ Land

Bananas_have lieen successfully ripened this year in
Napier and New Plymonth.

Mr. J. R. Secott, secrotary of the South Island Dairy
Asssociation, has received cable advice from Home that
the cheese market is at 6ls, with a very strong market.
Best New Zealand butter is quoted at 107s for salted, and
112¢ for unsalted, with the markat good [or choicest quali-
ties, hut dull and declinine for secondaries, which are in
heavy supply. = Danish, 118s.

Recently the hemp market took a jump at as high as
L1V 135, and lasted at that for a weck, but since then
prices have taken a turn for the worse (snys the Dominion).
The output has fallen off rather heavilv. 'This is doe o0
the low prices causing some of the mills to close down.
Tho closing down is chiefly in the Anckland provinee, and
i Southland. The Wellington output has not decrensed so
heavily.

Among the blocks of land that will be thrown open by
the Governmoent for settlement in Canterbury shortly are—
Allanholme, adjoining the Wailiao Downs, and Drayton,
situated at Temploton. The plans for these two blacks are
expeeted t0 he ont any day wow, and hoth will probably
be'in the marfet by April 25 of this vear, The settlement
at Wailaa Downs is heing surveyved now. Tts area is 2200
acres, but only 1900 zeres of this amount are to be offered
at present. The fand is being cut up into 93 farms,- and
a ftew small five-nere lots. This block will be ready for
selection on June 1.

At last week’s szle at Addington there was a hig
vardiug of sheep, for which the demand was weaker thon
at the previous sale. DPrime wethers fetched as high as
17s Gd, and cwes up to 1ds.  There was a full supply of
fat lambs, the bulk of which was of good quality.”  Some
extra good lambs sold as high as 18s 3d, and the average
prico ranged from 9s to 15s. There was a small supply of
fat cuttle, for which there was fair competition.  Steers
rauged from L8 to £11 15, heifers, from £6 to £10, and
cows, £3 to £8 1rs 6d.

Ripeued cream is more “churnable’ “han sweet cream.
The churnability of ereamn may be deseribed as the power
of the cream to yicld #s fat as Lutter—the more churn-
ahie the cream the more hutter will he obtained in the
process of churning.  The quality of eraam, or the per-
centage of fat it contains, affects the fAnvour of this com-
modity to some extent,  Cream containing from 40 to 50
per cent. of butter fat is of o pleasant flavour. Thin eream
has & milky flavour, whilst very thick eream is to most

peaple quite unpalatable, and tao oily ie flavour for use
in tea,

A indifferent, earcless, or bad-tempered milker is a
luxury the dairy-farmer cannot very well afford to indulge
in, altheugh at the present tine, with the Jimited supply
of such Qabor, ho is often compelled to put up with men
and boys who are very ill-fitted for the worlk. The bad-
tempered man very soon makes the quictest cow nervous
and diffienit to manage, whilst a eareless milker, through
neglect of proper ‘stripping,’ is indireztly robbing lis
cmployer of the best part of the cow's produce. Those of
our readers who were born in Ireland, and had anything
to do with dairv-farming, will remember that, generally
speaking, the farmer’s wife supplemented the work of the
maids by “stripping’ the cows, for, long before the Bah-
cock or ather tests were hoard of, she was well aware, from
practical observation, that this was the richest pertion of
the milk—and the portion that was specially reserved for
the breaktast table.  Proper atiention to this part of the
milking will assist malerially in improving the gquality of
the milk, and eontribute in no small degree to an increase
in quaniity.

At the annual mecting of the New Zealand Sheep-
Breeders’ Assaciztion, held recently in Christehureh, the
question of oiling and coloring sheep for show purposes
was  diseussed. My - D. Vavasour (Blenheim) spoke
strongly against the practice indulged in by many exhibi-
tors of artificially preparing sheep for show purpeses by
an excesssive use of oils and coloring.  He broueht forward
a motion te the effect that A, and P, Secieties e ap-
prozeied with a view te the disqualification of any hreeder
who exhibits sheep that have heen artificially treated. The
majority of the members present, while expressing them-
selves as opposed io the excossive use of preparations
on sheep sent forward to shows, pointed out that the clim-
atic conditions of the South Island affected the appearance
of the sheep, and it was neeessary, in nreparing them for
show purposes, to use oils and colering. It would be
absolutely impossible to prohibit fhe use of some prepars-
tions for getting sheep up for shows. M. A, Murdoch
{Southland) remarked that Southland sheep had the same
bleached appearance as the sheep from some of the dis-
triets further north, and it was at times neeessary to apply
some softening material to the wool previous to showing.
Mr. 'P. Little, the well known Ngaparn breeder, said it
would he impossible to prevent the use of preparations,
and that if sheep were not so trogted they wounld not prove
so attractive to the public.  Mr. Vavasour's motion wag

secondod pra forma, and ou being put to the meeting was
defeated,



