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GENERAL

Reconstruction of Irish Administration

Mr. Birrell, replying to Captain Craig in ihe Iouse
of Commons on February 13, said the special —circum-
stanees which induced the Government to continue Mr.
T. W. Russell in office as Viece-president of the Department
of Agriculture in Ireland were the gualifications of Mr.
Russell for & difficudt post and the prohability at a not
remote date of the reconstruction of the Lrish adininis-
tration.

A Malicious Lie

Mr. John Redmond, in a letter to Mr. Clolin Brown,
of the Whithy Liberai Club, has repudiated for the fourth
or fifth time a quotation given in the Ucnservative press
to the effect that he said on July 11, 1901}, every lrishmaa
in America would rejotce fo hear a German army was
marching in triumph across Eagland. *'The whole thing,
he writes, ‘is o malicious lie.’

The Cultivation of Flax

The area under flax in Ireland, which twelve years
apo had fallen to 34,469 acres—the lowest on record—has
since shown au improvement, the average acreage for the
years 1906-10 having risen te 49,169,

Laborers’ Cottages

In the House of Commons on TFebruary ¢ AMr. Shechan
asked the Chief Secretary if he could state when he pro-
poses ta introduce a Bill te redeem his promise that an
additional million shall be provided lor the purpose of
financing the Lahorers (Ireland) Aet, 1906; if he was aware
that this sum will scareely suffice to mect the hummediate
requirements of District Councils promoting schemes under
the Laborers Acts; if Qe eould declare the titentions of
the Goverunment as to the future; amd when the proposed
amending Bill comes before Parliament would faeilities be
given for the cousideration of urgent amendiments which
experience hua shown to he essential to the due and cofficient
working of the Act.  Mreo Birrell said the Bill would e
introduced iu a few days. The extra million will be suffi-
cient to provide not only for all inpediate requirements
but also for all schemes that are likely to bhe framed in
the future se far as can be contemplatel

Losses to the Church by Death

The death of flev. M. Laverty has taken place at
Ligoniel, near Belfast, at the age of 52, bDeceased, whoe
had heen ailing for close on a vear, was a native of Killv-
fad, Couniy Antrim. He was a brother of 3Mr. 1. Laverty,
the well known Belfast solicitor. At Randalstown, County
Antrimt, on_ Yebruary 13, took place the death of Rev.
Michael O'Malley. He was a mnative of Tower Hill,
Cappainore, County Timevick, where he was horn in 1845,
He was ordained tn 1870 and ministered in vavions parishes
of the diocese of Down and Connor, in cach of which he
carned the osteern of the people.  Tn the diveese of Ferns
much regret is felt at the death of Rev. S J. Cloney,
Cloughbawn, which tock place after a Jomg illness.  The
deceased was fortv-one vears of age. L native of Old
Ross, County Wextord, he came of o family that gave to
the Church many of its sons, including his brother, Roev.
Thomas Cloney, the Administrator of Wextord. Throughout
Kerry diocese there is widespread recret at the death of
the Very Rev. Canon Davis, V.., Listewel, in his 8Znd
year.  The Canon, who was very popular, had heen parish
priest of Listowel for over n quarter of u century, during
whieh period he worked zealousty for botl: the spiritual
and temporal interests of his people.

A Challenge

In the Speetotor, in the congenial columns of which
the Anglican Bishop of Durham has given vent to his
political auntipathies, Mr. Gwynn puts the prelate a gues-
tion and makes himn a challenue (savs the Catholie Times).
The question is whether he has ever remonstrated with the
Protestant Tuionists in Ireland for their practice of re-
serving patrenage to their own politienl and religious par-
tisans, or uttered onc word of protest against the narrow
spirit of monopoly whicl governs Unionist County Councils
and Corporations in Ircland, or shown ihe least recogni-
tion of those instances. ueither few nor vemarkable, in
which Catliolic and Nationalist bodies have selected Union-
ists and Protestants in vompetition agaiust Catholic Na-
tionahsts.  Mr. Gwynn reminds this politieal prelate that
in Armagh, where Protestants are 55 per ceut. of the
population. they hold 94 per cent. of the appointments
nnder the County Council; that in Tyrone, where they are
less than half but have a majority of one on the Council,
they hold 90 per cent. of the jobs; that in Monaghan,
where they are enly 3L per cent. of the pepulation, thoey
have 41 per cent. of the appeintments; and that 20 per
centt, of the appointments in Tipperary, wlhere thex are
auly 6 per cént., are held by the Protestants, The chal-
lenge s that the Bishop should preduce a singie case in
which a Nationalist Conncil has dismissed 2 Unionist and
Protestant official on account of his pelities or his reli-
gions creed.  We shall be much interested to know how the
Bishop wili reply. :

For Influenza take Woods Great Peppermint Chure.
Never fails, 1s 6d, 28 6d,

People We Hear About

Mr. William O'DBrien, 3.P., is now in his sixtieth
vear; Mr. John Redmond, M.P.; is 54, Mr. T. M. Healy
1s 56, and Mr. 1. PP, O'Connor, M.P., is (4, but he does
not leok it,

Hlon. Michael J. Ryan, National President of the
United Lrish League of America, awl actively identified
with the business life of Philadelphia, has been elected a
trustee of l'empie University in that city.

Mr. John Connor, M.I%, presided at a banguet
wiven in the Inns of Court Hotel, London, on IFehryary 11
Lo the new members of the lrish Party returned .as the
recent election. The new members were—Aldennan Cottpn,
Mro PooCrundey, Dr. Esinonde, Mr. J. Iitzgibbon, and
Mr. W, H. Redmond.

The Catholics of Belgium are preparing to honor Count
Verspoyen, director-in-chief of the Bien Zublic, in celebra-
tion of the fiftieth year of his journalistic carcer. That
the Count is in every way worthy of the honors he is about
to receive is attested by the fact that the most prominent
in t%la'land have given their hearty approval to the pro.
pusal.

The Rev, Father Cortie, S.J., who passed throuch
Melhourne the other day on his way to the South Sea
Islends, is Professor of Physies in Stonyhurst College, and
is the real head of the famous observatory there.  The
nominal head is Father Sidgreaves, who is unfortunately
blind, but his reputation for work in the science of astro-
nomy stands very high. Stonyhurst observers are chiefly
concerned in the study of sun spots, on which subjeet it
is the first observatory in England.  Father Cortie has had
assigned to him 2 section of the international work, now
in progress, ol spectroscopically studying and photograph-
Ty the stars; work mapped out and shared by different
observatories.  His contributions to ihe astronomieal sec-
tion of the British Association ineinde papers on the
chemistry of the sun and the nature of its spots.  In 1008
or 1907 he took a solar expedition to Western Spain, and
was reported to be the only observer fortunate euongh to
ohtain a view of the eclipse at totality when the s was
uot obstructed by elouds. On this expedition he used the
instruments of the Rorxal Dublin Society.

The recont death of Mr. Michael Cuddahy, the Chi-
cagzo millionaive, and the appointment of a self-made man,
Mro Tames A Farrell, a New York Catholie, as President
of the United States Steel Corporation, at a salary of
L20.060 & vear, hring to mind the fact that another “pro-
minent Catholic (Mr. Schwab) has made his wav to colossal
wealth nnder very romantie circumstances. 1t is not quite
thirty years since this man of many millions was driving
the mait cart hetween Cresson and Loretto, and filling in
his spure hours by warking on neighboring farvms. A
little later he was selling sugar and tea over a grocery
counter in Braddoek, as a preliminary to driving stakes
at o dollar w day for the Carnegic Company. At twenty-
two. so rapidly did prometion come in his new sphere of
warle, he was ecarning £1000 a vear:; and three years later
we tind hin stuperintendent of the Homestead  Works on
x_ British Cabinet Minister's income.  From this point
his advance towards wealth was so meteoric that, long
hetore he emervged from the thirties, he nwned shares have
g w par value of nearly £8,000,000.

Lord Dudley, the retiring (overnor-General of the
Cominonwealth, is onlv in lis forty-fourth vear. He was
Lovd Tieutenant of Ireland from 1902 to 1906, and verv
few Viceroys of Treland had been wore popular with all
classses of the community in the Emerald Isle. Speaking
in the House of Lords on Februarvy 3, 1905, in opposition
to the system of Coercion which had been used by successive
Governments 1o Treland, he said:—*1 would far rather
consider the possibility of an amendment in the svstem of
government than fall back wpon a permanent attitude of
farce which some extreme Unionists advocate. And my
reason for that can he stated. 1 believe thoronghly and
henestly in the qualities of the Irish race. 1 heliove them
to he brave, to be quick-witted, and at Leart a loyal people.
I Lelieve that the expressions of disloyalty which we, un-
fortunately, read of from time to iime are, as a le,
manufactured articles, and I helicve that real disloyalty
only exists to a very small extent.  Apparently, disloyvalty
i= undoubtedly part of the game in the sirugsle for nations)
self-government. But, my lords, there 1s undoubtedly
grave diseontent and_dislike of British government. May
T not mnke an appeal to noble lords who sit upon this side
of the House to refrain from attacking, for mere party
considerations, a policy whicl, as I understand it, seeks
to aitlay that dishke by coneiliatory methiods, and which
strives to avoid taking any action which will, if persisted
in. inevitably turn discontent into real disloyalty, and
which would make it for ever iwmpossible for England ta
take advantage of and to utilise these great and useful
qualities with which, as I think, the [rish peaple are very
richly endowed.

Nothing grieves the careful housewife more than to
see her good furniture mishandled by eareless carriers. If
¥ou have to shift, be wise and get a reliable firm like the
NEW ZEALAND EXTRESS COMPANY to remove vonr
things. They are very careful, aud charge rensmfﬂ.b]y
too.  Their address is Bond street....



