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ENGLAND—Death of a Provincial

The death occurred on February 6 at Pantasaph of
Father Alphonsus, O.5.F.C., Provincial of the Capuching
in England. He was a native of DMaidstone, the son
of Irish parents, and & man of great intellectual power,
closely associated in his time with the late Drofessor
Mivart and other cminent schotars. Father Alphonsus
fell a vietim to overwork, in which he persisted, a strenuous
spirit ignoring all medical advice.  He was ondy forty-eight.

An Impressive Ceremony

In the heautiful banqueting hall of Cardilt Castle
tho chiristening of the youngest son of the Marquis and
Marchioness of Bute took place under somewhat umgue
circumstances on Ichruary 11, the ceremony Dbeing the
first performed in the historic castle for more than a
hundred years. The child born on February 8 in the
metropolis of Wales was appropriately named David. The
ceremony was performed by the Right. Rev. e, Hedley,
0.8.B., Bishop of Newport, assistcd by the Rev. IYather
Alphonsus, rector St, David's, and the Rev. M. Fennell,
rector St. Peter's. The family font, which 1s largely of
exquisite silver workmanship, was brought from Mouut
Stuart in the Isle of Bute for the uvecasion.

An 01d Hospital

“The Roxal Hospital of St. Bartholomew, so generally
known as *‘ Bart's " {remarks the London Daily Telegraph),
bhas the distinction of being our ollest hospital, and an
ingtitution whose history has been linked with that of
the city for nearly 800 vears. As a matter of fact, it 1s
the only general hospital that has ever been built within
the cliy boundaries, and as sueh has always claimed and
obtained the unfailing support of the avie authorities
and the great city companies. This great centre of heal-
ing and medical education owes its origin to a vow made
by one Raliere, a canon of St. Austin, and was founded
in its present position in 1123, In point of size “‘Bart's”
eomes second in the list of great metropolitan hospitals,
heing ounly exceeded by the London in this respect, lis
wards contain  accommodation for 670 ip-patients, amd,
as a rule, there are alwiys about 600 beds in constant use.
Apropos of this (says the Sccved Hearl Review), it would
he well for us to remember that long before the Reforma-
tion, the Church and its religious Orders had established
hospitals all over Furope. St. Bartholomew’s in London
was only cne of many sueh institutions which owed their
existence to the charity and piety of the monks. Hos-
pitals to the number of 460 were founded in Fngland
prior to the Reformation, and there were wany in Seotland
and Ireland also.

FRANCE—The Work of a Religious

We (Cathkolic 1Weel:dy) hear so mueh in these days of
anti-clerical fanaticisin in France that it 1s a refreshing
change to read of the homage rendered by the Sub-Prefect
of Epernay, M. Fleuricourt, to the memory of a nun.
Sister Ldéoncie, the revered superioress of the Sainte Chré-
tienne Sisters, was borne to the prave the cther day amid
the regret of the whole town of Epernay. where she had
lahored for thirty-four vears, and the whole of the Aluuni-
cipality and Administrative Commission were represented
at the obsequies. A, Fleuricourt made an eloguent enlogy
of the deceased »eligicuse at the grave, alluding to her
heroic conduct during the siege of Motz and to the splep-

did work she had done in Kpernay. lle touched on lier

deep faith, as well as on her good works and virbues, in
terms seldom heard in France to<lay from the representa-
tives of an infidel Goverument, and one cannot Rut- hopao
that there are many of his canfreres whe would echo them
—if they dared!

Uncertainty of the Law

The uncertainty of the law has been iHustrated by
the actions taken hy the Frenehh Teachers’  Asseeiation
agalnst the Bishops on the ground that the prefates trans-
erassed the faw in their collective Pastoral on the so-called
neutral schools.  As  was recently  announced. Cardinal
Lucon, Archbishop of Rheims, was fined by the legal tribu-
nal of that city, and the judement was confirmed by the
Paris court.  ‘The charge agninst Monstgnor de Lironmds,
Bishop of Rodez, has just come hefore the Rodez court,
and quite a different view was takea. The tribunal hell
that the capacity of an association heing strictly Jimited
to the object defined in its statutes, it was clear that the
Teachers' Association in coming forward as the defendoers
of the whole teaching hody went bevond the power thes
really possessed. and they thus acted all the mare illegally
hecause an association of State functiovaries could not,
without danger, be allowed to assnme as its own authority
what is enly delegated to it. Accordingly the tribunal
declarod that the association could not fake action in this
case, and thercfore was not entitled to demages. Of five
courts before which. so far, these cases have been hrowght,
three have decided against and two for the Teachers' Asso-
clation. Uniformity will he hrought about by the decision
of the Court of Cassation. to which 1he Cardinal-Arch-
hishap of Dheims is appealing,

INDIA—The See of Madras

Archbishop Colgan, of BMadras will be succeeded by
his coadjutor, Bishep Aelen, who was consecrated Bishop
of Themisonium in 1902, Bishop Aeclen won several mili-
tary distinctions during the Afghan War of 1879-B0 in
the eapacity of ariny chaplain.

PORTUGAL—Acts and Words

We may well doubt the assurance of the Portuguese
Minister of VForeign Affairs that the Dictators intend to
grant religions liberty, when we read of their acts and
contrast thom with then words (savs the utholic Times).
Twenty persons have been nmprisoned for having taken
part in a procession in honor of St. Stephen. A young
man was arrested the other day on the frontier and the
repart was ctrenlated that he wag an emissary of the
Jesuits who was v possession of literature revealing dan-
gerous piots.  As a matier of fact, all he carried were copies
of Father Cabral’s defence of the Order, with the contents
of which owr readers ave familiar.  From Haong Kong eomes
news by telegraph of the arrival there of Italian nuns who
have bLeen expelled from a Portuguese eolony by the Por-
tuguese anthorities in according with the Dictators’ policy.
All the property ol the Church and relipious conpregations
is to be confiseated by the State when the separation takes
place.  In order to weaken the religion of the people the
Dictators have heen excrting themselves—happily without
any success—to ereate a schism, Affonso Costa is said
to have had the iwpudence to make a proposal of that
kind to the Patriarch of Lishoy.

ROME-—The Christian Wife and Mother

The Holy Tather received in audience on Sunday, Fob-
roary 12, four hundred Roman ladies belonging to the
Assoelation of Christtan Mothers and Wives. In an ad-
dresae to them he said present day difficulties made the role
of Clristian wite and motlier more important than ever.

UNITED STATES-~The Need of Religion

Archibishep  Ireland preached a powerful sermon on
“The Need of the Sepernatural in this Age of Unbelief,’
at the conseeeation of  the  Right Rev. E. D. Kelly,
Auxiliary-Bishop of Detroit. He said that the majority
of Ameriean people are churchless—scldom o~ never attend-
my any forme of worship, and that a reeent report sets
down at 3,000.000 the children of the United States who are
outside the reach of Sunday schools.

Catholic Increase

The growth of a gnarler million of Catholics every
vear 1s porhaps the bigrest fact, so far as the interests of
the Catholic Church i the United States are concerned
(saxs the Cofliolic Citizend. 1t is bigeer than the build-
ing of a eathedral or two; or the establishment of & new
Order; or the laying vut of a new diccese, Yet we do
not always give proper attention to the Cathelic aspect of
immigration.  We have lefore us the repert of the Com-
missioner of Tmumigration for the fiscal year ending June
01910, just issued. It appears that during the year
223,000 Ttalians arvived in the States, 128,000 Toles, 79,000
Croatians and  Slovaks. Now, all  these  immigrants
30,000y arve preswnably Catholies. In addition, there
also cime to ys 383,000 Frish immigrants, 21,000 French,
and out of TLG00 Gerinan immigrants, perhaps 24,000 were
Cathelies.  Addd to these small Instalments of immigration
froms Bohemia, Cnba, Hungary, Spain, Mexico, and the
Weost Indies, and the total must considerably exceed a
half-milhen. )

Support of the Catholic Press

~Inoan address at a bangquet of the Wnizhis of Columbus
of Denver, U.S AL recently, Right Rev. Bishop Matz spoke
“trongly of the necessity of supporting the Catholic press.
“We do not,” said he, “support our papers as we should ;
whilst, on the other hand, we are lavish in our sunnort of
the sensational press, whiel is in the hands of our enemies
whom we pay corgeously to insult us.  Can we call it b\;
any ather wame bt gorgeous stupidity?  But this is not
alls we theveby hecome  vesponsible for all the mischief
wranuht by an iadidel press, which is sapping the faith in
the heart of aur peaple. Think seriousty over this point
anel form a resolubion to support the Catholic press to the
hest aof your ability.’

A New Cathedral

CHtois Toped to have the now (athedral in St. Louis
whicl i« to cost £400.000. ready for opening next year,
It 15 claimed that this Cathedral will eclipse in size and
beauty the celebrated Westininster Cathedral of London,

GENERAL
Destroyed by Fire

Thon T 4 e ! - . .
. .llu\] liu‘ge ]‘]f:]l(ll .:n]l(_'go at Kharput, Asia Minor,
nanaged by the Capuchin Fathers of Tovlouse, and con-

taining over four lmndred stwients, has been entirely de-
stroyved by fire.

What in the world’s the use of frotting
O'er life's troubles every day? -
All our blessings thus forgetting,
We've sonre blessings anyway.
One great blessing ofl may finger,
Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure, to wit
Drives off colds inclined to linger, ’
Makes us well and keeps us fit,



