Taurgpiy, Marce 23, 1911

525 ¥

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

the parish contingents in the following order:—Marist Bro-
thers’ School, St. Patrick’s parish, Parnell, 8t. Benedict's,
Newton Band, Star of the Sea Urphans, Onchunga, Ota-
huhu, Devonport, Elierslie, Newmarket, Remuera, and
Takapuna orphan hoys. ‘They walked three abreast, and
marcﬁed via Wyndham, Albert, Quay, and Queen strects,
Karangahape road, Grafton bridge, Carlten Gore road,
to the Domain Cricket Ground. It was a magnificent
spectacle, the processicn extending over threc-quarters of
a mile in length. Footpaths, verandahs, windows, end
roofs en route were thronged with eager onleokers. At the
top of Upper Queen strect his Lordship the Bishop, accom-
panied by Rev. Fathers Hunt, Whelan, and Gilmartin
(Redemptorists) and Rev. Father Holbrook, viewed the
immense gathering from his motor car. e was most
emphatic in his praises, and said that the display exceeded
his most sanguine expectations,  On arrival at the Do-
main each parish contingent moved off to its own tent,
where willing lady and gentlemen workers had provided
refreshments for them. Children’s sports were then en-
tered upon with =zest. Shortly after 2 o’cleck Bishop
Cleary entered the ground, and was cordially weleomed hy
the officials, and the Sacred Heart College Cadets pre-
sented arms. Kach cadet woare a sprig of shamrock. Sov-
eral amatcur running evenis werce run off, followed hy
eveuts for the Hibernians, Marist Brothers’ Old Boys, and
the confraternities, and the two mile champlonship race
hetween Fitzgcrald (Canadian champion) and  Ornstein
(a local runner). There were now fully 10,000 persons
present, and the event of the day was a display by 800
odd children from the Catholic schools in massed form.
They marched from the eastern end until they reached oppo-
gite the pavilion, and there gave an exhibition of dumhb-
hell exercises, moving with clock-like precizion, which
evolked rounds of applause.  They were next formed into
squads and went through several splendid evolutions, under
the direction of Brother George, who gave his orders through
a megaphone.  The ¢hildren marched splendidly, and their
movements were enthusiastically applauded.  Then followed
other displays, which evoked still greater enthusiasm. From
a number of intricate manocuvres there was evolved the form
of a Celtic harp, tho frame of which portrayved by the hoys,
each of wlom carried twoe green bannercts, and the strings
by the girls, each of whom bere two golden eolored ban-
nerets, When the harp was completely outlined, the
whole of the children secated themselves on the grass, with
the bannerets held over each licad, aud the coffect was
splendid.  Risiyg at a signal to their feet, the banncrets
were waved n the glistening sun, and the speetacle areused
the vast concourse ta the highest pitch of enthusinem. The
tableau, especially amidst such heautitul natural surround-
ings and happy cirenmstances, made a picture which will
be long remembered Ly those who saw it. For this display
we were indebted to the untiring cuergy, care, and pa-
tience of the Sisters of the various religious Orders, and
to the Marist Brothers. 1t was only last month the par-
tienlars and plans were obtained from the St. Patrick’s
Day celebration committee in Syduoey, aund to have achieved
such results in so short a peried redounds to the credit of
teachers and pupils.  The cxhibition has ever since heen
a topic of conversation in the city.

The national concert in the Choral TTall fittingly closed
a memorable festival. Leng before the performance com-
menced the Corporation building inspector ordered the sale
of tickets to stop, and insisted wpon those standing in tho
passages to leave the building.  The committee provided
some with seats on the stage.  As his Lordship the Bishop
entered the hall the vast assembly stood up, and the or-
chegtra and organ played © All praise to 86, Patrick.’  The
boys and girls in chorus sang * (" Donnell Abae’ and My
Tand.’ Vocal items were splendidiy rendered by Madame
Basier, Dlisses Lorigan, Pritchard, Coeper, McCaflerty,
Carrigan, and Knight, Messrs. Bourke, Fgan, and Dobbhs.
Mrs. Martin recited ¢ Shamus Q'Brien,” and Mr. Cascy
‘ Kmmet’s speech from the dock.” The concert closed with
*Hail! Glorious St. Patrick’ by the children in chorus, in
which the audience joined.  Miss Hutehinson was harpist,
and Mr. Harry Hiscocks accompanied, The conductor
(Mr. P. ¥. Hiscocks) was untiring in his efforts to promote
the success of the concert.  Before the last item his Lord-
ship Dr. Cleary addressing the andienge, said his first thanis
wera due to the children, who during the day and evening
played so conspicuous a part in the proceedings. 1le
thanked them and theiv excellent teachers, the adults wha
assisted, and lastly the ecommittee, who by zeal and busi-
ness capacity, had engineered the whele coneert. e felt
grateful and very proud of them all.

MASTERTON.

(From our own correspondent.)

The Trish national concert and social gathering, held
in the Town Hall an the evening of St. Patrick’s Day, were
a pronounced success from every point of view. The entor-
tainment went with a swing from start to fuish, and
showed that the encrgetic committes had worked with a
will.  Every year the function has proved a great attrae-
tion for both yvoung and old; hut this year it has eclipsed
all its predecessars. The items on the coneert programme
were of a high-class order, and were all well received, the
filute numbers by Miss Simpson, of Wellington, being espe-
cially meritorious. During the evening musical items and
Beotch and Irish dances were given by WMisses Corbett,

Henley, McLellan, Simpson, and Messrs. Quinn, Hanley,
Iggulden, and the bagpipe music was capably comtributed
by Mr. Donald Scott.  The following was the concert pro-
gramme: Overture, ‘ Irish diamonds,” No. 6, Miss McKenna;
Ist vioiir, Miss Hanify, A.T.C.L.; 2nd violins, Misses Page
and Smythson; song, ¢ The Trish emigrant,” Miss McKenzie;
Trish dance, Misses Smyihson, Nelson, Taylor, Symes, Jones,
and Brooks (encored); song, ‘The dear little shamrock,’
Mr, L. K. Hill; flute solo, * Valse impromptu,’ Miss Simp-
son (encored); song, ‘There’s a land,” Mr. B. Clayson;
Tighland fiing, Miss Daisy MacLellan (encored); Irish jig,
Misges Corbett and Hanley and Messrs. Hanley and Quinn
(eneored) ; song, ¢ Nirvana,” Mr. (reen; duet, ‘ Excelsior,
Messrs, Branson and Green; song, ‘O'Donnell Aboo,” Mr.
W. lggulden (encored); flute solo, * Romance,’ Miss Simpson
{encored); song, ‘ Mary of Argyil,’ Mr. L. E. Hill. The
Very Rev. Dean MeKenna, in an appropriate speech,
thanked the performers.

NAPIER, TIASTINGS, AND MEANEE

M o

A monster piecnie prometed by the Catholics of Napier,
Hastings, Meanee, and Waipawa was held at Farndon
Park on St. Patrick’s Day. (says the Napier Daily Tele-
qraph). ldeal picnie weather prevailed, and all who at-
tended the great gathering were well satisfied with the day's
euting.  Tho Mastings Band played selections throughout
the afternoon, and with the airs forthcoming from that bedy
the gathering was made ever so much more pleasant. Races
cf all descriptions, too numercus to detail, were run and
for -which at the end of the day prizes were given to the
suceesetul competitors.  Considerably over a thousand per-
sous were present, and of these 1000 journeyed all the way
from Waipawa to participate in the day’s outing. The
different parishes held their sports apart from each other,
and thus the sports programmes were run off without con-
fusion,  Various side shows were on the ground, the usual
type being prevalent. Sheaf throwing competitions created
considerable Interest amongst town and country folk alike,
The eclebration of the great day was very enjoyable, and it
is to be hoped that these different parishes will make the
gathering an annual one.

Moessrs, P: Barry and John Higgins presented a hand-
some shield for competition between the various parish
schools.  The events for the trophy were: A teams’ relay
race, 73rds and 150yds.  The contest was between Napier
and Meanee, the latter winning by 11 points to Napier's7.
Tugg-of-war: The Clive ladies obiained vietory over a team
of Hastings Ialies after a good contest. In the men's
tug-of-war, married v. single, the latter wonr after & tough
struggle.

, NELSON.

There waa a very satisfactory attendauce at the con-
cert given i 8. Mary’s Hall on St. Patrick’s Night (saye
the Nelson Cuolonisf), the programme being arranged to
include only items having referonce io the Emerald Isle.
The programme was more than ordinarily attractive and
was practically doubled, many items being received with
approvil that amounied to entlusiasm. A considerabla
nimber of new faces were to be seen amongst the performers
and scveral old favorites. Mr. W. T. Ward and his
daughters are o great aequisition fo the musical side of St.
Mary’s activities, and last evening this fact was amply
demonstrated, Referring to the individual performers,
Miss Gardener, o visitor from Christchurch, charmed her
andicnce to the extent that they were loth to let Ler depart.
Her first number was ‘ The Irish emigrant,” which was en-
cored, and in the second psrt ‘Oh, steer my barque to
Frin’s isle,’ was accorded a double encore. Miss Richards
was accorded an enthusiastic encore for her singing of ‘ Tha
minstrel boy,” and the ¢ Slumber song,” which followed, was
no less pleasing, Miss Mary Ward gave proof of her
talent as o solo violinist in *The harp that once through
Tarw’s halls,” and had to reappear. Mr. Ernest Richards
sang ‘ Believe me if all those endearing young charms,’
and was recalied.  Mr. John Scott gave “The dear littla
shamrock,” and he had to repeat tho last verse. Miss Ward,
who accompanicd {hroughout the evening, was warmly ap-
plauded for her pianoferte solo, & fantasia on Irish airs,
and Mr. Murphy’s cornet solo, “ Arrah na pogue,” was very
finely played, another item being demanded of him.  Mr.
Frank Ilurley contributed a humorous Irish recitation,
“Mr. Doolan on how to make lamp chimneys,’ and this was
g0 much liked that he had to furnish mnother recitation,
which was equally well received.  Mr. J. Laffin’s Irish jig
was quite in keeping with the spirit of the evening, and
he, too. was reealled. The orchestra comprised Misses
Ward (2), G. Clark, Messrs, Kirton, Murphy, and W. T,
Ward, and the selections given, ¢ Irish national airs’ and
¢ Humors of Donnybrook,” were very successful efforts, being
heartily applanded. Several part senps were given by
Misses Armstrong, M. Clark, M. Ward, Richards, and
Mrs., Kirton, Messrs. Bunny, E. Richards, A. Housiaux,
Kirton, and W.. T. Ward. These comprised ° Let Erin
remember,’ ' Oft in the stilly night,’ and “Q’Donnell Aboo.’
ani these were equally well received with the other items o’f
the evening.

After the Rev, Father Mahony had expressed his thanks
to these who assisted at the concert and to the sudience for
their attendance, a very successsful gathering was brought
to a close with the chorus ‘God Save Ireland.’



