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at 6 o'clock this (Monday) merning.  This is the Rev.
Father Creagh's first visit to Christchurch.  With him is
the Rev. Father Lynch, C.S8.R., who assisted in the Mis-
ston piven here last year, and they are to be joined this
week by the Rev. Father Whelan, C.8S. R
The centrally situated, aunll altogether up-to-date elub
rooms of the Marist Brothers’ Old Bovs' Association in St.
Asaph street, were formally opened on last Menaday cven-
ing, in the prescnce of about seventy members.  The Rev.
Brother Calixtus, in an inaugural address, congratulated
the members of the association on their possession of such
spacious, convenient, and well-furnished reoms, and warmly
complimented the exceutive committee on ihe realisation
of their efforts to have everything ready and in good order
for the opening of the season,  There were evidently very
great possibilities in regard to the clul, and he wished 1t
a conblnuauce of the remarkable success already achieved
in all it undertakings. Messrs. W. Rodgers and L. C.
Corbett {(vice-presidents) handling the cues, sent the halls
across the billiard table for the first wateh, whilst the
rest of the gathering engaged in pames at the various
tables for the remainder of the evening.  The rooms arc
well lighted with cleebricity. A fine hilliard table oceupies
the ccutre of the main omibly reown, around which ars
ranged comfortable hacked and cushioned seats.  There are
also six nicely lnished eard tables which, together with
the scating, were all made by memhers of the excentive
committec.  In addition, lhere are twenty-four new and
serviceable chairs.  Around the room wre hung large framed
photagraphic groups of the three last season foothall teams
of the asseclation.  Qeeupying a conspicuons position i3
shown the handsome club bauner.  This is of green silk
with decp gold fringe.  In the eentre is emblazoned the
harp of Krin, interwoven with shamrocks, nhova and Dbe-
low, which are worked in letters of gold “ALB.O.BLAC,
Christehurch.” Tt is a beantiful aud artistic production,
and is the work of the Nisters of the Missions. A com-
miktee room, with o large table, also made by the members,
a buthroom, with shewer hath, ele., and sther conveniences,
are also provided.  The Heors ave covered with linolewm,
whilst interior decorations ave still in progress.  On the
whole, the assnciation is accommodated n o manner sur-
agsedd by few, If anv others, 1 the eity, and judging
v the way the members aitend eacll cvening, the roons
have hecome alveady w popular resort.

Timaru

(From our own correspondent.}

On Thursday last about 500 children and adults left
Timaru, some hy special train and oiliers by velicles, for
the annual St. Patricl’s Day plenie. 8t Andrew’s was
the scene of the gathering, and, with suiiable weather and
an ample supply of cdibles, and prizes for the children's
sports, a most enjovable time was spent. Rev. Fathers
Tubmzn, Smyth, and Murphy accompanied the party, and
took control of the programie.

On Friday, St. Patreick™s Day, the Masses were largely
attended, and in town the green was everywhere n evidence.
lo the evening a grand National concert in the Theatre
Royal fittingly concluded the eelebrations. "+ The house was
crowded, and the really exeellent prosramme, arranged by
the Rev. Father Swyth, was one of the most artistic ever
heard on these ocensions,  Mrs. Meade, ene of the leading
Cliristehurch voealists, reerived au ovation on each appear-
ance, her siuging of the *Jewel song,” from ¢ Faust,” being
magnificent.  Miss Dale, an Oamaru singer, also received
an exeellent recoption. The other artists confributing
were—Messrs.  Woo Jordan, W, MeDBride, Moore, and
Andrews. The schoal girls gave a neatly exceuted searf
drill, and the boys added a fine display with the bar-hells,
The Garrison Band played some aceeptable items. Mrs.
Mangos and Miss M. Venning presided at the piano, and
greately helped o the suceess achioved.

Qamaru

(From oor own correspondent.)

At the B30 o'clock Mass at the Basilica yosterday
marning  the members of  St. Patrick’s branch of the
H.ACB. Society approached. the [Holy Table for their
general Commmruion, There was a very large muster of
the society, and they formed an imposing hody as they taok
ap their position in the Basiliea in full vecalin, and led
by their officers.  Right Rev. Mpr. Mackay, V.G, cele-
Lrated Muass,

Seldom has sueh o Iarge and appreciative audienee been
seen in the Opera House as that which woleomod the te-
appearance of St Patrick’™s Dreamatic Society in Darnley’s
fapcical comedy, ‘#acing the Music,' an 86 Palrick's
Night.  The performance from first to last was in every
way worthy of the flattering reception accorded to it. Th
thazo who have a koowledze of the amount of study and
hard work required hefore a picce of this deseription can
be plaved in publie, it seoms almost ineredible that the
spleudid vesult witnessed on Friday evening wos achicved
with only six weeks’ Lraining.  One weonld naturally con-
clude froni the higl merit of the production that ab least
three months had heen spent in preparation. It speais
volumes for the painstaking eare with which the society's
director drilled his memhers, and the whole-hearted on-
thusiasm brought te hear by the dircetor and members

alike in the rehearsals, and finally in the performence itself.
Undoubtedly this proved one of the society’s best efforts,
and won only appreciation and praise from all who wit-
nessed it.  Tlere werc no weak points in any part of the
interpretation, and the performers showed a wonderful
grasp of the spirit of the play as intended by the author.
Space does not permit of saying more, but in & sentence,
the production was a delighiful and highly meritorious one.
Mr. T. de Spong gave a correct interpretation of the role
of Rev. John Sinith, and was at all times highly diverting
and mmnusing.  Miss N. Falconer as Mabel, the curate's
wife, proved the correctnesss of the surmise formed after
the performance of ‘Caste,” and she has wonderfully im-
proved gince becoming more familiar with the stage.  Her
lmpersonation was very pleasing, and she looked the part
to perfection.  Mr. I, J. Mulvihill made a preat hit as
John Smith, and his appearance was always a signal for
much merriment.  His presentation of a long and difficult
role it would be difficult to equal.  Miss M. O'Grady, as
Nora, was charmingly natural, and ler acting was very
favorably commented on, Mr. H. L. Wuarsaw gave a
capital impersonation of Dick Desmond, and his acling in
conjunction with Ar. Mulvihill was the cause of most of
the merriment.  As Colonel Duncan Smith, Mr, W. McCom-
bio showed a good knowledpe of the old man's part, and
Le both spoke and looked well.  Mr. J. A, Birss was again
at his best as Sergeant Duffell, and his representation of
the eute detective was most amusing.  Miss P. Beven
made her debut as Miss Fotheringay, and was quite at
bome in her part.  Though small, her part was not alto-
gether easy for a debulante; and her suceess is doubly
creditable. The last, but by no means least, of a strong
cast, was Mrs. Mulvihill, who had the important role of
Mrs. Ponting to pourtray. Her itmpersonation of the
kindly heusckeeper of John 8mith was distinetly good.
Prior to the comedy a short but delightful programme was
gone  threugh, the following contributing : —Overture,
fO'Donnell's lakes,” orchestra; monologue, *The game of
life’ (encored), Mr. de Spong; piano duet, ©Tarantelle,’
Miss M. Woods and Mr. P. Hanley: song, ‘ Killarney ?
{encoved), Mrs. Lyneh; song, * Off to Philadelphia,’ Mr. F.
Jones (encored); song, ¢ Kathleen Maveurneen’ (encored),
Miss M. Woods, TL.R.AM. The aceompaniments wero
played by Miss Woods and Mr. P. Hanley.

Invercargill

The annuat social of the Hihernian Society took place
in Victeria Hall on Wednesday evening, thera being over
200 persons present, including several representatives from
other societies. Bro. Matheson, seeretary, had all the
arrangements well in hand, and as a result a very enjoy-
able covening eventuated. = A committeo of ladies kindfy
attended to the supper arrangements.

A very sueeessful social gathering, organised by the
ladies of the congregation, was held at the Bluff on St.
Patrick’s night. The proceeds are to be in aid of the Con-
veat schoel.  There is every prospeet of a new school bein;g
provided before long, and to ramse fands for this purpose
1t is proposed to hold a bazaar during the sceond week
in May.  Tho prospeets of the undertaking are Very on-
couraging, and everything peints o its success

The Irish Athletic Soeiety are singularly unfortunate
as far as weather Is concerned, and this year was no ex-
ception to the rule.  Notwithstanding the fact that Wed-
nesday, the 15th inst., was an unpleasant and rainy day,
over UOBD peeple turned out to witness the sports meeting.
The gate money amounted to elose on £150, and from other
sourges (mominations, members’ tickets, ete.) another £150
is exg_f-ctcd, so that the balance-sheet will probably show
a credit balanee.  Phe meeting was conducted in a mwanner
characteristic of the society, which has carned quiie a
reputation in this respect. The Marist Brothers’ team
won the schools’ relay race, which each Year proves one of
the most interesting events on the TOZramne. A word
of praise is due to all the directors, {)’l!t- articularly to the
superintendlent of sports Ir. C. W. Matheson) and to
the seeretary (Mr. BB, E. Murphy) for the excellent manner
in which they carried onb their ardusus duties,

The annual meeting of the Athletie Foothall Club was
beld in the Catholic Club Rooms on Friday. Mr. G. W.
Woods presided over a large attendance. In tho favorahle
repart submitted to the meeting, feeling reference was made
to the death of Mr, L. W. J. Morton, who had for many
years been an active supporier of the club. After the
usual routine business liad heen disposed of, the following
officers were elected : —DPresident, Mr. G. W. Woods: vice
presl([ont‘s, Mr., H. Grace (active), and Messrs, RR. ,R_s'an,
}(I. I Seully, P. Scul]_y_, J. MeMalon, C. Matheson, T.
Cavanagh, T. MeGrath, Jun., Rev. Father Kavanagh, and
the Rev. Bro. Arthur; sceretary, Mr. E, Prenderpast ;’ cap-
tatn, Mr. J. Ryan; deputy, Mr, R. J. T mpany; committes
—Alessrs. I "J. Senlly,  J. Verry, J. Gilfedder, M.
Timpany, W. Tanser, T, Maloney, R. J. Timpany, K.
Haoran, J. D’Arcy, J. Stapleton, and .J. Scully ; sclection
cotumittee—captain, depuly captain, and Mr. P. T, Seully ;
delegates to SR, U.—Messrs, G. W. Woods, H. Grace and
P J. Seully.  Tifteen new members wore clected to the
club at the meeting, which was a most enthusiastic ono.
A committee was set u1p _to make arrangements in connee-
flon with the match to he played against the Celtic team

Hfl gimaru st Easter.  The balancesheet showed & credit
a .




