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•was written, and it was then unrolled and sent home. In
order to read it the Ephori must roll it'on the stick cor-
responding to the : general's, which they retained; a me-
thod which undoubtedly secured secrecy, though it : could
not have been convenient. x f!

One of the most primitive forms of letters was mes-
sages recorded in knots, a method found in use in Peru
by the Spaniards when they conquered it, and which was
also employed in China in earliest times. The Peruvian
knotted letters, if one may use such an expression, were
recorded on a ' quipo,' according to descriptions given us
by travellers. This quipo consisted of a main rope, upon
which were knotted, at certain intervals, fine, cords of
various colors. Each color bore its own signification, and
by means of these colors, and the position of the fine cords
on the main rope, the message was conveyed to the person
to whom this quipo was transmitted. The quipo is still
used by the Peruvian shepherds to record the condition of
their flocks. In the cities there are public letter writers,
as there are in the East, and it is the duty of these men
to translate the meaning of the quipo, whence their name
of . .' quipucaraayocuna,' and in spite of the inconvenient
form of these missives they are most skilful in deciphering
and tying the knots.

No one who has read Greek and Roman history is
ignorant of the important place the scribe held in those
communities, nor is unfamiliar with the wax slate used
in ;

them.
_

The record was cut in the soft wax with u-
delicate pointed instrument called the stylus, much as the
little needle of the phonograph records the impressions on
the soft wax of the cylinders. This was a long stride inadvance of such primitive methods as the knotted rope, for
it involved possession of an alphabet, and knowledge of
reading and writing.

Here again the public scribe came in to practise theseaccomplishments for those not fortunate enough to possess
them. The literary and learned men in Athens and Romecarried their own slates, and each had his own stylus,which was often beautifully carved out of precious metal
and set with jewels.

Envelopes are only of very recent date; our great-
grandfathers were still folding ever the sheet of paper uponwhich they had written, and sealing it on its edges without

a thought of putting it in a separate paper case. But
the earlier letters were not even "sealed ; they were rolled
and tied together with silken strings. The Romans used
seals, which were beautiful works'-of art, highly prized by
them, but the impression was not made in sealing wax,
which was not then known, but in a clay suitable for the
purpose. Sealing wax made its way from China, where
it was first used, to India, whence it was brought to Europe
through Portugal in the sixteenth century. '•

"

In early days letters were forwarded by messengers
a process which prevented tidings received from an absent
friend being in any true sense news of him. It was no
unusual thing for a Crusader to be killed in battle long
before his last letter announcing his safety to his beloved
ones at home reached their hands. The Romans established
a chain of couriers throughout the empire who were to
forward news and dispatches—hence the name post-office,
from the Latin postum, placed or fixed. But these couriers
were only intended to forward public matters the first
letter post was not established till the thirteenth century.

A penny post, as a private' speculation, was set upin England in .1685, which for the sake of its gainifwas
claimed as a prerogative of the Crown, to which it was
annexed. This was the beginning of the post-office sys-tem, and it was followed by the mail-coach, which travelleddaily between certain points, carrying mail and passengers.Letters then had to be heavily charged for carriage, exceptone was a privileged nobleman, and had a ' frank,' as itwas called, enabling his letters to pass free.Sir Rowland Hill is the father of the present post-officesystem, with its low rates of postage paid to Governmentby the purchase of a stamp, which insures safe and sneedvdelivery. r • :

Thus through the ages has come the gradual develop-ment from the knotted rope of primitive races, the stoneand wax cutting of the ancients, the written parchment
painfully transmitted by runners, -stage-coach, or rider tothe sealed, convenient envelope, whisked to its destinationby steam, under the protection of the Government anddelivered at any hour of the day for the sum of one pennyWo may. many of us 'hate to write letters,' but when weare inclined to grumble at the task let us reflect what aburden letter-writing once was, and sit down with lighthearts, to a work thy march of progress has made so easy.
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