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A PRIEST-SCIENTIST

g

Whether Father Archibald Shaw, Missionary of the
Sacred Heart, wireless expert, and his little band of
agsistants will he alle to do much te aid the searchers for
the lost Government esplorers in the wilds of Papua is
not the question, though Father Shaw is sanguine (says
the Cutholic Press),  The chict consideration is the splen-
did heroism of this Australian priest and his confreres.
Though Stainforth Smith, who is Administrator of the
Territory of Papua, two other white men, and 26 natives
have been missing a month, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which is charged with the conduct of affairs in that
territory, has not concerned itself greatly about finding
the party. Indecd, no one in Australia has moved except
Father Shaw.: Father Shaw was, before becoming a reli-
gious, an operator in the telearaph service, and since wire-
less was made a realism by Marconi he has, without inter-
ference with his duties, which include the responsibility of
procurator of the Sacred Heart missions in Polynesia, heen
devoting himself to the science of winging words threugh
gpace. And this he has done so notably that all the
Commonwealth is talking about him to-day.

Though wireless has been greatly used in latter vears
in other countries—it was employed by some of the London

apers during the Russo-Japanese war—the Commonwealtl:

Eas made no serious attempt to instal it. At Randwicl,
at the sanatorium for the Sacred Heart missionaries who
return to Sydney periodierlly to recuperate after years of
labor in the tropics, Father Shaw has the most powerful
wireless station 1n Australia.  There 1s not a steel tower
in this continent the like of that which aspires 230 feet
skywards from the grounds of the sanatorinm, "in which
are the operating reems and workshops. It took three
months to erect the tower, which ecan he seen for miles at
gea.  All the instruments have been made by Australians,
and they are capable of recording long-distance messagoes,
but up to the present the lonpest stretch covered js 2400
miles. It is hoped to span 5000 miles cre long.

When Father Shaw, whe, of course, is head of the
station, was appealed to a few days ago to bring wircless
to the aid of the*tlost expedition in Papua, he expressed
himself ready to start out immediately, and his aperators
signified their willingness to aceompany him, after having
had the unknown dangers they would have to faee put
plainly before them by Tather Shaw. He told them of
the fever-breeding swamps and rivers, infested Ly alliga-
tors, and of countless perils.  He told them they would
have to po out into a country wilder and more rugued
than any they eonld imagine-—a country where the hills
were like the teetlr of a comb; where the jungles were so
thick that progress through them was not ounly painfully
slow, but attended by many terrible privations: where the
scrub insects and the leeches torture; wlhere tropical sick-
nesses lay one low: where the fiercest cannibals in the
world are ever on the alert to strike down the white man
whe invades their territorv; where the hoves of many in-
trepid men are Iving Dleaching beneath a fierce sun.

It was only on Tuesday morning that the Common-
wealth Government accepted Father Shaw's offer. and
on Wednesday hie and his men left Svdney, determined to do
all they could to assist the Administration with their in-
struments and devotion, and to remain at their stations
until the Government recalled them.  They have with them
three wireless plants—iwo sets having a practicable range
of 1800 miles at night, and reliahle for 1000 miles under
rush conditions.,  Father Shaw is well acquaiuted with
the methods of travelling, and also the native languages,
and he is confident that he can obtain iuformation which
a Government party would he unable to secure, and that
he will be able to transmit it to the search parties,  'The
goo dwishes of everyoue po with the lercic Randwick
priest in lis heroic plunge into darkest New (uinca.
Father Shaw and his nine assistants, whe left on Mareh
1, had a most enthusiastie send-off, aud as the steamer
moved out from the wharf at Circular Quay the people who
thronged it cheered the parly, who replied as the vessel
swung out into the stream. )

Stratford

(From our own correspondent.)

' March 0.
The stained-glass windows purchased by the Rev. Father
Treacy during his recent visit to Ireland havo arrived, and
will scon be placed in position.

_On March 7. the Rev, Father Treacy entertained the
children of the Stratford Convent Schools at the beautiful
Ngaire gardens,  About 160 children were present, and
all_enjoyed themselves theroughly.  Throughout the day,
which was perfeet for the occasion, all kinds of games were
indulged in—races, swimming, and boating. A substan-
tial lunch was provided, and a nice afternoan tea. Messrs.
Gooch and Cox, who keep the Empire and Crown stables
respectively, generously provided the drags to convey the
chilidren to and frowm the gardens. They had to make two
trips each way.  Everything went off without a hitch
of any kind.  There is no reason why this event should
uot be made an annnal one, and supported by the parents
aud enngregation.  Every other school has its public holi-
day, but samehow it scems as if wo are teoo retiring, and
]E\nve this function to the generosity of the Rev, Father

reacy,

J. M, MITCHELL

B35 Colombo Street,

THE MOST UP-TO-DATE FURNITURE WAREHOUSE
IN CIRISTCHURCH.

A large Stalf of Skilled Workwen enmpleyed in all

Branches of the Trade.

Prices will be found moderate, consistent with skilled
Workmanship, snd Satisfactory Terms made to meet the

Reguirenents of Customer.

Inspeetion of vur Showroom invited,
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Telephone 1634.

0. B. MANSFIELD & SONS

CERISTCELIURCTEL

Monuvmental “AWorlks Cr. dManchester & Allan
Ets [next Ilalapel Factory]

Have the very latest in Granite and Marhble constanily

arriving.

Inspection Invited.

Eslimnates and Designs forwarded on applleation.

Established 1883.
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